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Scholarships Available for 
High School Seniors

McDonough Power Cooperative 

president and CEO, Mike Smith has 

announced that the Illinois electric coop-

eratives in 2015 will award nine academic 

scholarships to high school seniors through 

a memorial scholarship fund designed to 

financially assist deserving students in the 

“electric cooperative family.” In addition, a 

tenth scholarship – to assist with costs in at-

tending an electric lineworker school – will 

also be offered.

 The total of ten scholarships of $1,500 

each will be awarded in 2015 through 

the Thomas H. Moore Illinois Electric 

Cooperatives (IEC) Memorial Scholarship 

Program. 5118A9-1132A
 Five scholarships will be awarded to 

high school seniors who are the sons or 

daughters of an Illinois electric cooperative 

member receiving service from the coopera-

tive. A sixth scholarship, the Earl W. Struck 

Memorial Scholarship, will be awarded to 

a student who is the son or daughter of 

an Illinois electric cooperative director or/ 

employee. Three additional scholarships are 

reserved for students enrolling full-time at 

a two-year Illinois community college who 

are the sons or daughters of Illinois electric 

cooperative members, employees or direc-

tors.

 The tenth annual scholarship, the 

“LaVern and Nola McEntire Lineworker’s 

Scholarship,” was awarded for the first time 

in 2011.  This $1,500 scholarship will help 

pay for costs to attend the lineworker’s 

school conducted by the Association of 

Illinois Electric Cooperatives in conjunction 

with Lincoln Land Community College, 

Springfield, Ill. LaVern McEntire served as 

a lineman for McDonough Power Electric 

Cooperative from 1949 until 1991. He and 

his wife, Nola, endowed the new scholarship 

to financially assist deserving individuals 

in becoming trained lineworkers. Sons and 

daughters of co-op members; relatives of co-

op employees or directors; and individuals 

who have served or are serving in the armed 

forces or National Guard are all eligible for 

the lineworker’s scholarship.  

“We hope to assist electric cooperative 

youth while honoring past rural electric 

leaders with these scholarships,” says Smith. 

“McDonough Power and the other Illinois 

electric cooperatives are always seeking ways 

to make a difference in our communities. 

One of the best ways we can do that is by 

helping our youth through programs like 

this one. In addition, we are very pleased to 

offer the electric lineworker’s scholarship. 

It will benefit not only electric cooperative 

youth but also those fine men and women 

who have served their country through their 

military service and may now be wanting to 

become a trained lineworker.”

 For more information regarding the 

scholarships, contact Kelly Hamm at 833-

2101 or khamm@mcdonoughpower.com. 

All necessary paperwork has been sent to 

area high school guidance counselors and is 

also available for download at the coopera-

tive’s website at www.mcdonoughpower.

com.
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You’re not alone in the dark 
By Meghaan Evans

Electricity powers our lives. We depend 

on it for nearly everything we do. So 

we understand how frustrating it can be 

when you’re left in the dark. 

 Power outages are never convenient. It 

takes a lot of hands to keep your power on, 

and even more hands to get it up and run-

ning when an outage occurs. McDonough 

Power Cooperative works hard to restore 

your electric service when outages occur, 

but there are necessary steps to take to 

ensure that power is restored to the major-

ity of members as quickly, and safely, as 

possible.

 After a major storm, McDonough 

Power line crews must identify which tow-

ers, poles and lines have incurred damage. 

Very rarely, but occasionally in the case of 

a major storm such as a tornado, transmis-

sion towers can be damaged. If that is the 

case, tens of thousands of members could 

be affected. Repairing damage to trans-

mission lines is top priority when it comes 

to restoring power.

 High voltage transmission stations 

feed power to McDonough Power’s 12 

distribution substations. These substations 

serve thousands of members. If there is no 

damage done to transmission towers, the 

local distribution substations are checked 

first. If the issue is isolated and can be 

resolved at the substation level, great! That 

means thousands of people can get their 

power restored at once. 5420D9-1256C
 At times, the issue cannot be isolated 

to one of our distribution substations. If 

that is the case, McDonough Power crews 

inspect supply lines between the substa-

tions and the meters they serve. If the 

supply lines can be repaired, power can 

be restored to the towns and homes those 

lines serve, as long as there is no damage 

to the tap lines.

 Tap lines carry power to the transform-

ers located underground or connected to 

poles outside of homes and other build-

ings. McDonough Power line crews iden-

tify which damaged lines to work on first 

based on which lines will restore power to 

the greatest number of members. 

 Many times, the issue is resolved once 

the tap lines are repaired. But have you 

ever lost power only to look next door 

and see the lights still blazing from your 

neighbor’s window? When this happens, 

it generally means that the service line 

between your home and the nearby trans-

former has been damaged. If this happens, 

call McDonough Power right away so we 

can send a line crew to your home.

 Power restoration can be a tricky busi-

ness, so if you lose service in your home 

or neighborhood please remember the 

following: 

 Stay clear of downed power lines. 

Contact with these lines could be 

life threatening. 

 Report the outage to McDonough 

Power as soon as possible by calling 

(309) 837-1400. 

 Make sure to inform us if loss of 

power to your home affects life 

support systems or could cause any 

additional threat to health and safety.  

 We appreciate your patience and 

cooperation whenever an outage occurs. 

For more information on large outages 

as well as service updates, stay connected 

with McDonough Power on Facebook, or 

check our website at www.mcdonough-

power.com. 

 Meghaan Evans writes on consumer 
and cooperative affairs for the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association, 
the Arlington, Va.-based service arm of the 
nation’s 900-plus consumer-owned, not-for-
profit electric cooperatives.
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Operating and 
maintaining your heat 
pump

Proper operation of your heat pump will save 

energy. Do not set back the heat pump’s ther-

mostat if it causes the backup heating to come on -- 

backup heating systems are usually more expensive 

to operate. Continuous indoor fan operation can 

degrade heat pump performance unless your system 

uses a high-efficiency, variable-speed fan motor. 

Operate the system on the “auto” fan setting on the 

thermostat.

 Like all heating and cooling systems, proper 

maintenance is key to efficient operation. The differ-

ence between the energy consumption of a well-

maintained heat pump and a severely neglected one 

ranges from 10% to 25%.

 Clean or change filters once a month or as need-

ed, and maintain the system according to manu-

facturer’s instructions. Dirty filters, coils, and fans 

reduce airflow through the system. Reduced airflow 

decreases system performance and can damage your 

system’s compressor. Clean outdoor coils whenever 

they appear dirty; occasionally, turn off power to 

the fan and clean it; remove vegetation and clutter 

from around the outdoor unit. Clean the supply and 

return registers in your home, and straighten their 

fins if bent. 6322SP6-212B
 You should also have a professional technician 

service your heat pump at least every year. The tech-

nician can do the following:

 Inspect ducts, filters, blower, and indoor coil for 

dirt and other obstructions

 Diagnose and seal duct leakage

 Verify adequate airflow by measurement

 Verify correct refrigerant charge by measure-

ment

 Check for refrigerant leaks

 Inspect electric terminals, and, if necessary, 

clean and tighten connections, and apply non-

conductive coating

 Lubricate motors, and inspect belts for tight-

ness and wear 8120SL41-864C
 Verify correct electric control, making sure that 

heating is locked out when the thermostat calls 

for cooling and vice versa

 Verify correct thermostat operation.

Source: U.S. Department of Energy
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Every month we will 
have four map location numbers 

hidden throughout The Wire. If you 
find the map location number that 
corresponds to the one on your bill 
(found above the usage graph), call 
our office and identify your number 
and the page that it is on. If correct, 
you will win a $10 credit on your next 
electric bill.

Member 

Prizes
Every month we will

our map location numbers 
den throughout The Wire. If you

find the map location number that
orresponds to the one on your bill

(found above the usage graph), call
our office and identify your number
and the page that it is on. If correct, orrf correcorrec
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Our office will be closed 
for Thanksgiving on 
November 27 & 28.

To save energy this month, try lowering your water heating costs. 
Water heating accounts for 14 to 25 percent of the energy you 
consume. Turn the water heater’s temperature to the warm 
setting, which is around 120 degrees Fahrenheit. This will save 
energy – and help you save on your monthly bill.

Source: U.S. Department of Energy

Did  you know a 

computer  can 

draw as  much 

e lec t r ic i ty  as  a  new 

re f r igera tor?  Turn 

i t  o f f  when not  in 

use  or  swi tch  on 

i ts  energy-sav ing 

mode. A lso , ce l l 

phone and mp3 

p layer  chargers  as 

wel l  as  p lasma TVs 

and enter ta inment 

centers  pu l l  power 

even when they ’ re 

o f f . Unp lug these and 

o ther  app l iances  to 

save  on  your  e lec t r ic 

b i l l . F ind  more  ways 

to  save  a t 

TOGETHERWESAVE.COM

I PULLED THE PLUG ON MY ENERGY 
COSTS JUST BY PULLING A FEW PLUGS.


