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Recap of your cooperative’s 76th annual meeting

At McDonough Power Cooperative’s 

76th annual meeting Thursday, 

Aug. 22, members learned they would 

be receiving a return of capital credits 

money, a new way to monitor their 

energy usage and a newly renovated 

headquarters. Members also re-elected 

board members Mike Cox of Macomb, 

Steve Hall of Roseville and Walt Lewis 

of Blandinsville.

 Chairman of the Board Steve Lynn 

said the electric co-op would be return-

ing $300,000 in patronage capital to 

members who received service from 

1984 and 1985. “Returning capital to 

the membership is a cornerstone of our 

cooperative financial responsibility and 

it reflects our commitment to coopera-

tive principles established over 70 years 

ago,” said Lynn. 6436C3-273B

 With its smart grid automated 

metering infrastructure and new meter 

data management system, Lynn said 

the co-op would help members better 

understand their use of electricity and 

pinpoint ways to use energy more ef-

ficiently.

 He said, “Recently, our new meter 

data management service was installed, 

which gives each of our members access 

to their account information to look at 

current and past usage patterns. Our 

hope is that this tool will provide our 

members with useful information to 

help monitor their own usage. This is 

just one more piece of technology that 

is going to help shape the future of 

McDonough Power moving forward.”

 Lynn also reported that the co-op’s 

board has decided to renovate the co-

ops 65 year-old headquarters building 

and warehouse rather than building a 

new headquarters building. He 

said the renovation will improve 

traffic flow and accessibility for mem-

bers, add additional office space, replace 

the existing warehouse with a more 

efficient warehouse and add covered 

storage to the pole yard.

 President/CEO Mike Smith 

said the new Prairie State Energy 

campus is fully online now and 

supplying 60 percent of the 

co-ops power supply needs. 

With a coal mine on the 

property the plant will 

supply a stable 30-year 

power supply for the 

co-op and other co-ops 

and municipal utilities. 

“The fuel we have is not 

subject to the volatility of 

the market or a potential 

disruption in transporta-

tion,” said Smith.

 Long-term supply and 

price stability is the co-op’s 

goal. Smith said, “We are 

working with our power provider 

Prairie Power, to develop a power 

portfolio that is a diverse blend of 

coal, natural gas, renewable energy, 

some energy efficiency, and even buy-

ing power right off the market like 

some of the alternative electric suppli-

ers buy.  But unlike those alternative 

electric suppliers who can come and 

go when it is convenient to do so, we 

at McDonough Power, along with 

our partners, plan on being right 

here where we have been for the 

last 76 years serving the mem-

bers of McDonough Power.”

McDonough Power Cooperative • Macomb, Illinois 61455
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DIRECTORS
Steve Lynn, Chairman

Jerry Riggins, Vice Chairman

Steve Youngquist, Secretary

Stan Prox, Treasurer

Mike Cox 

Robert J. Dwyer

Steve Hall

Walter Lewis

Jeffrey Moore 

John D. McMillan, Attorney

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400

1210 West Jackson Street
P.O. Box 352 

Macomb, Illinois
61455-0352

309-833-2101

www.mcdonoughpower.com

Office hours:
7 a.m. - 4 p.m. - Weekdays

Annual meeting 

grand prize 

winners – $200 

bill credits

THANK YOU!

Many thanks to all of those who 

donate their time, expertise and 

materials to help us pull off a successful 

annual meeting!

 Boy Scout Troop #332

 DUECO

 Clayton Hentzel, Lead Pastor at The 

Crossing

 Croft Electrical Contractors

 Scotland Clever Clovers 4-H Group

 T & R Electric Supply Co., Inc.

 Macomb Bomber Boosters

 United Utility Supply

 Prairie Power Inc. – Energy Wall

 Power Line Supply

 Association of Illinois Electric 

Cooperatives 12127B7A-1059B

 Lee Inspection & Consulting Services, 

Inc.

 Drake Scruggs Equipment, Inc.

 The Sally Weisenburg Band – Sally 

Weisenburg & Don Berbaum

 All of the 281 members who at-

tended to stay informed about YOUR 

COOPERATIVE

Pictured left to right: Elaine Pittenger, 
Rodney Featherlin, and Willadene 
Youngquist

Your cooperative’s 76th annual meeting
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Member Prizes
Every month we will have four 
map location numbers hidden 
throughout The Wire. If you 
find the map location number 
that corresponds to the one 
on your bill (found above the 
usage graph), call our office 
and identify your number 
and the page that it is on. If 
correct, you will win a $10 
credit on your next electric bill.

Lineworker’s Scholarship recipient

Brandt Turasky of Petersburg was 

recently awarded the 2013 LaVern 

and Nola McEntire Lineworker’s 

Scholarship. This $1,500 scholar-

ship will help pay for costs to attend 

the lineworker’s school conducted by 

the Association of Illinois Electric 

Cooperatives in conjunction with 

Lincoln Land Community College in 

Springfield. 

 Turasky graduated from PORTA 

High School this year and worked at 

Menard Electric Cooperative over the 

summer before beginning lineworker 

school this fall. 4233D4-538C

 He says, “I remember telling my 

mom when I would see linemen up 

on a pole that someday I wanted to be 

climbing that pole and fixing the power 

lines. Of course, as I got older I realized 

not only how difficult and rewarding 

this field would be, but that it would 

also give me the opportunity to learn 

and work in a very 

important trade.”

 The scholarship 

was endowed by 

LaVern “Mac” and 

Nola McEntire; Mac 

served as a lineman 

for McDonough 

Power Cooperative 

from 1949 until 1991. 

They established 

the scholarship to 

financially assist 

deserving individuals 

in becoming trained 

lineworkers. Relatives 

of Illinois co-op 

members, employees 

or directors are eligible for the linework-

er’s scholarship, as are individuals who 

have served or are serving in the armed 

forces or National Guard.

 For information on the lineworker 

programs at Lincoln Land Community 

College contact Roger Larkin at 

the Association of Illinois Electric 

Cooperatives at 217-241-7932 or rlar-

kin@aiec.coop.

Keep wintery drafts out of your home by sealing cracks 
and gaps. Weather stripping around doors and win-
dows works well when you can see daylight between the 
frame and the wall or floor. Use caulk to seal around the 
frames where you see gaps. For more tips and tricks, visit 
TogetherWeSave.com.

Source: TogetherWeSave.com

POUND OF COFFEE
1936............................    14.5¢

2013............................ $7.43

INCREASE....................    51X

ELECTRICITY
1936............................     5¢

2013............................  11¢

INCREASE..................... 2X
BASED ON AVERAGE COST PER KILOWATT HOUR

Keeping energy affordable. Just another 
way it pays to be a co-op member. Learn 
more about the power of your co-op 
membership at TogetherWeSave.com.

HERE’S SOMETHING THAT WILL

REALLY WAKE YOU UP.
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Facility renovation announcement

As announced at the annual meet-

ing in August, later this year 

McDonough Power is beginning a 

renovation of the building that we 

have called home since 1948. About 

five years ago, our main lobby was 

rejuvenated – employees volunteered 

their time to paint, carpet was in-

stalled and furniture was replaced. At 

that time, the board and staff began 

to review their options as it related to 

the long-term plan of the facility. We 

looked at possibly building a new office 

and warehouse, but ultimately decided 

that a renovation of the office and the 

replacement of the warehouse would 

satisfy all of the issues that needed to be 

addressed, in addition to being the most 

economical choice.

 One of the main issues is the traf-

fic flow – around the building, in and 

out of the front drives, and the lack of 

designated parking spaces. It is also 

necessary to upgrade the wiring and 

plumbing as well as insulate the build-

ing. That’s right, insulate the building!  

After several surveys and working with 

our architect, it was determined that 

the current structure has very little to 

no insulation. We’re hoping once the 

renovation takes place, we’ll be able to 

practice what we preach when it comes 

to energy efficiency. 7234D3-108A

 This certainly was not a spur of the 

moment decision. The board of direc-

tors and staff members received various 

opinions and reviewed several proposals 

and we believe that once completed, 

this design option offers the member-

ship the greatest long-term benefit at 

the most economical cost. We’ve been 

on West Jackson street in Macomb 

for 65 years and we’re here to stay. 

We fully intend for this investment 

in McDonough Power to benefit the 

members for years to come.
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