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McDonough 
Power 

Cooperative 
74th Annual 

Meeting

We’re Looking 
Out for You

Mike Smith 
President and CEO

With a list of cooperative 

achievements in hand 

Thursday August 25, Mike 

Smith, President and CEO of 

McDonough Power Cooperative, 

addressed members at the Annual 

Meeting for the first time in 

his new leadership role. Smith 

previously served the co-op as 

Engineering and Operations 

Manager. He replaces Steve 

Epperson, who resigned Jan. 1 to 

take a similar position in Kansas.

 The content of Smith’s message 

was consistent with cooperative 

goals and principles. 5310D2B-260A
 “We are looking out for you,” he said. 

He spoke to the importance of democratic 

member control.

 “Now, more than ever, that’s important 

because we need to work together to keep 

your electric bills affordable.”

 In explaining the challenges the co-

operative faces, Smith referred to recent 

activity in Washington D.C., noting that 

Congress did not pass a comprehensive 

climate bill this past year, as was expected. 

However, he said, this past January, the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency began 

regulating greenhouse gasses. That was fol-

lowed by rulings allowing the EPA to use 

the clean Air Act to curb carbon emissions. 

 He said he isn’t debating whether or not 

these things are needed. The bottom line, as 

he suggests, is this;

 “Increased regulation will increase future 

rates.”

 In addition to the regulations, prices for 

fuel, materials and equipment will continue 

to rise and new power plants will need to be 

constructed. All of this requires significant 

investments of time and money.

 He said the cooperative will attempt to 

minimize increases, giving details of the 

benefits derived from McDonough’s efforts 

with its generation and transmission sta-

tion, Prairie Power, Inc.

 “We are now part owners of the new-

est, cleanest, coal-fired power plant in the 

United States. Prairie State Energy campus 

in Marissa will utilize state of the art air 

emission technologies which will have less 

than half of the average of the regulated 

emission rates of all coal fired-plants oper-

ating at this time,” he said.

 Smith said the cooperative is doing its 

best to be innovative for members, another 

effort to curb costs.

 The energy efficiency programs available 

through McDonough Power help mem-

bers manage their energy use. Kill-A-Watt 

energy use monitors are available on loan to 

help members gauge usage. In addition, the 

cooperative’s membership with Touchstone 

Energy provides member-friendly assis-

tance on its website: TogetherWeSave.com. 

Nationwide, members using the site have 

found energy-saving practices that add up 

to $21 million dollars, Smith said.

 A grant program offered through 

the Association of Illinois Electric 

Cooperatives (AIEC) known as HomE, 

has also helped McDonough members 

Continued on page 16b 
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implement upgrades in 

the home with $40,000 

in awarded rebates.

 McDonough is also 

part of a new green 

initiative. Through 

membership with 

Prairie Power, Inc., 20 

megawatts of renew-

able wind energy will be 

purchased from Pioneer 

Trails Wind Farm, a 

new development in the 

Paxton, Ill. area.

 Above all else, Smith 

reminded members 

that the cooperative 

is there to look out 

for and serve them. Yes, it wants to keep 

rates affordable and dependable, but 

it’s also community focused. In the last 

year, McDonough sent two high school 

students to the nation’s capital to learn 

more about leadership, teamwork, electric 

cooperatives and ideals on which the na-

tion was founded.

 He also reminded them of the savings 

they are receiving by using the Co-op 

Connections Card, a Touchstone Energy 

program. The card provides savings at a 

host of businesses. Prescription savings for 

members are tracked, with savings tallying 

up to $13,251 to date. 535BP16-266B
 As community stewards the co-op 

provided 240 winter coats for children 

in need last year. The program, known 

as Coats for Kids, is subsidized by the 

co-op’s Cooperative Cares account which 

is funded by the sale of scrap metal and 

employee and retiree donations.

 Board Chairman Mike Cox updated 

almost 600 attendees about the progress 

of the vegetation management program, 

explaining the need to remove trees and 

brush from power lines. Less vegetation 

means fewer outages in inclement weather.

 Cox also gave updates on replacements 

of high voltage underground lines and 

pole replacement.

 The achievements noted by Cox culmi-

nated in final remarks about safety.

 “Of all of our achievements of the past 

year, none was more noteworthy than 

being recognized by the AIEC as the co-

operative with the safest operating record 

in the state over the last three years.”

 In other business, the board:

 Noted that $238,000 has been returned 

to members in capital credits this year.

 Gave service awards to: Steve Hall, 

Kelly Hamm and Jamison Holthaus for 

five years of service; Steve Youngquist 

for 15 years and Scott Traser for 25 

years.

 Re-elected three incumbents for Board 

of Director three-year terms: Stan Prox, 

District 4; Jeff Moore, District 6 and 

Steve Youngquist, District 9.

“Annual Meeting” continued from page 16a

Three incumbents were re-elected for three-year terms. Seated (l-r) 
are Steve Youngquist, serving District 9, Stan Prox of District 4 and 
Jeff Moore of District 6.

Joe Wernsman, 
lineman, passing out 
goody bags while Amy 
Warrington, customer 
service representative, 
registers members.
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WINNER, WINNER, Pork Chop Dinner!

Members who attended the McDonough Power 

Cooperative 74th Annual Meeting know that it 

pays to be an active co-op member. Not only did members 

receive a $10 bill credit, a bag of goodies, kettle corn and a 

pork chop sandwich dinner for attending this year’s annual 

meeting, some were big winners!

 Grand prize winners receiving a $200 bill credit include:

Marilyn Bourn

Dolores Jackson

Donald McCourt

 We also randomly selected a list of members prior to the 

meeting and if they checked in at the registration table they 

also received a $25 bill credit. Those winners include:

Harlan T. Baker

Lonnie & Wendy Bartlett

John F. Connor

J. Ray Danielson

Walter E. Derry

Richard Dixon

Daryl Forman

John K. Livermore

Sheridan Miller

Gene Nelson

David Scheihing

Michael Smith

A Matter of PRINCIPLES
You might be surprised by the num-

ber of co-ops around you. Co-ops 

have been formed to sell produce and 

electricity, offer financial and banking 

services, provide housing and health 

care, and much more. 

 So where did the bright idea for 

co-ops come from? It’s a matter of 

principles (seven, to be exact). The 

modern movement traces its roots to a 

store started by weavers in the town of 

Rochdale (pronounced Rotch-dale) in 

northern England in 1844. The group 

was guided by a set of principles drawn 

up by one of its members, Charles 

Howarth. When introduced into the 

U.S. by the National Grange in 1874, 

these “Rochdale Principles” fueled a 

cooperative explosion.

 Although stated in many ways, the 

Rochdale Principles require that a 

cooperative must be open for anyone to 

join. Every member retains one voice, 

one vote. Electric co-ops hold member 

business meetings annually, allowing 

members to elect fellow consumers to 

guide the co-op and have a say in how 

their utility is run. 

 There also have to be real member 

benefits. For example, members of elec-

tric co-ops often get money back (called 

capital credits or patronage refunds) 

when the co-op’s in good financial 

shape. More than $550 million has been 

returned to members by electric co-ops 

over the past seven decades—nothing to 

sneeze at.

 Education remains another big focus. 

Electric co-ops provide safety informa-

tion in schools, share ideas on how to 

make your home more energy efficient 

to keep electric bills affordable, and 

make sure elected officials and opinion 

leaders know about the co-op business 

model. Because there is strength in 

numbers, co-ops tend to stick together 

when tackling regional and national 

issues.

 Perhaps most important of all, co-

ops are independent and community-

focused, not tied to the purse strings of 

far-flung investors. Co-ops help drive 

local economic development, fund 

scholarships, support local charities, and 

work to make life better in the areas 

they serve—the heart of the cooperative 

difference. 

 Learn more about cooperatives and 

the principles that define them at  

www.go.coop. 

COOPERATIVE
     ENTERPRISES                           

   BUILD
   A BETTER

     WORLD

Cooperation | Participation | Education | Democracy | Membership | Community | Independence

learn how at 
go.coop

OCTOBER2011CO-OP MONTH

 **Please note that all bill credits will appear on the bills received in October. 

 Thank you all for attending and we hope you enjoyed the evening. If you missed out, please plan to come next year 

when we will be celebrating our 75th anniversary. 5329B6-252A
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 When buying a new appliance, check the black and yel-
low EnergyGuide label. This label provides an estimate of the 
product’s energy consumption and efficiency. It also shows the 
highest and lowest energy efficiency estimates of similar models. 
Most major appliances—such as refrigerators, dishwashers, and 
clothes dryers—are required to have these labels.

Source: U.S. Department of Energy

We want to put YOU in the Spotlight!

We’re more than your electric 

company, we’re your neighbors 

and we’d like to get better acquainted 

with you. If you own a business or are an 

individual with a special hobby, a unique 

story or if you simply remember when 

the lights came on we would like to 

know more about you. It’s possible that 

we might just feature you right here in 

our center section. For a business there 

is no better way to reach out to potential 

customers for FREE. So, show us what 

you’ve got – simply cut out, complete 

and return the information below. We 

look forward to meeting you! 5312B4-
260A

Name:  _____________________________________________________________________________________

Business:                Yes            or              No               (circle one)

If yes, what service(s) do you provide:  ____________________________________________________________

Hobby or Unique story: 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

What is the best way to contact you?

Email: _____________________________________________________________________________________

Phone: _____________________________________________________________________________________
Return to:  

 McDonough Power Cooperative
 1210 W. Jackson St., P.O. Box 352
 Macomb, IL  61455

Every month we will have four 
map location numbers hidden 
throughout The Wire. If you 
find your map location number, 
call our office and identify your 
number and the page that it 
is on. If correct, you will win a 
$10 credit on your next electric 
bill.

MAP LOCATION 
GAME
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