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Every month we will have four map location numbers hidden 
throughout The Wire. If you find the map location number that 
corresponds to the one on your bill (found above the usage 
graph), call our office and identify your number and the page that it is 
on. If correct, you will win a $10 credit on your next electric bill.

MEMBER PRIZES

Co-ops: we come in all shapes and sizes
By Abby Berry

What is a co-op, exactly?

 When you hear the word “co-op,” 

what comes to mind? We hope you think 

of your friends here at McDonough 

Power Cooperative, but maybe you 

think of a local farmers’ co-op or a 

credit union. You might be surprised to 

learn that co-ops, or cooperatives, can 

be found in many industries—and they 

offer a variety of services, each designed 

to serve their members in the best way 

possible. 6315B1-708A

 A cooperative is a not-for-profit 

organization owned by its members. 

Across the globe, cooperatives remain 

steadfast, annually generating more than 

$500 billion in revenue and providing 

more than 2 million jobs.

 As a member of McDonough Power, 

you have a voice - in other words, you’re 

not just a customer. Every August, you 

have the right to vote for the associa-

tion’s board of directors.

McDonough Power strengthens our 

community by supporting economic 

development. As our service area grows, 

our distribution system grows, which 

makes it easy to see why strengthening 

the local economy makes sound business 

sense. We are involved in various local 

projects. 

Co-ops offer a variety of services

 So what other kinds of co-ops are 

out there? Co-ops fall under a variety 

of categories and services, including 

agriculture and forestry; consumer and 

retail; banking and credit unions; health 

and wellness; and utilities, to name a few. 

Here are a few other national co-ops 

you might recognize.

 C-SPAN (Cable-Satellite Public 

Affairs Network): Created in 1979, 

the American cable television network 

provides public access to the political 

process and receives no government 

funding. 

 Welch’s Grape Juice: More than 1,000 

family-farmer owners make up the 

Welch’s Grape Juice family, and they 

are located throughout the U.S. and 

Canada. 

 Best Western: Owned by independent 

operators of more than 4,000 hotels in 

80 countries, Best Western is one of 

the world’s largest hotel chains. 

 Ace Hardware: More than 4,600 Ace 

Hardware stores are independently 

owned and operated by local entrepre-

neurs.

 Sunkist: This not-for-profit company’s 

membership is comprised of numerous 

growers located throughout California 

and Arizona.

 FTD Florists: The FTD membership 

includes thousands of growers located 

in the U.S. and Canada.

 The list of cooperatives goes on and 

on, and as you can see, we come in all 

shapes and sizes. At McDonough Power, 

our mission is to provide you with safe, 

reliable, and affordable electricity. For 

more information about the services we 

offer, visit www.mcdonoughpower.com.

 Abby Berry writes on consumer and 
cooperative affairs for the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association, the 
Arlington, Va.-based service arm of the na-
tion’s 900-plus consumer-owned, not-for-
profit electric cooperatives.
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DIRECTORS
Steve Lynn, Chairman

Jerry Riggins, Vice Chairman

Steve Youngquist, Secretary

Jeffrey Moore , Treasurer

Mike Cox 

Robert J. Dwyer

Steve Hall

Walter Lewis

David Lueck

John D. McMillan, Attorney

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400

1210 West Jackson Street
P.O. Box 352 

Macomb, Illinois
61455-0352

309-833-2101

www.mcdonoughpower.com

Office hours:
7 a.m. - 4 p.m. - Weekdays

Practical pointers for National 

Electrical Safety Month

May is National Electrical 

Safety Month, and 

McDonough Power is join-

ing with the Electrical Safety 

Foundation International to raise 

awareness about potential home 

electrical hazards and the im-

portance of electrical safety. This 

year’s campaign, “Back to the 

Basics,” challenges consumers 

to make home electrical safety 

assessments a priority.

 According to the Consumer 

Electronics Association, the 

average home today has a mini-

mum of three televisions, two 

DVD players, at least one digital 

camera, one desktop computer, 

and two cell phones. 622C4-

108A

 “Modern homes run on elec-

tricity, but if you don’t properly 

maintain your electrical products 

they can create hazards,” warns 

Kelly Hamm, Energy Services 

Manager. “The good news is that 

eliminating electrical hazards 

from your home doesn’t have to be dif-

ficult or expensive.”

 Many homes and their electrical sys-

tems were built before most modern-day 

home electronics and appliances were even 

invented. Today’s increased demand for 

energy can overburden an older home’s 

electrical system.

 McDonough Power offers the follow-

ing tips to help identify and eliminate 

electrical hazards to protect yourself, your 

family, and your home:

 Make sure entertainment centers and 

computer equipment have plenty of 

space around them for ventilation.

 Use extension cords as a temporary 

solution, and never as a permanent 

power supply.

 Do not place extension cords in high 

traffic areas, under carpets, or across 

walkways, where they pose a potential 

tripping hazard.

 Use a surge protector to protect 

your computer and other electronic 

equipment from damage caused by 

voltage changes.

 Heavy reliance on power strips is an in-

dication that you have too few outlets 

to address your needs. Have additional 

outlets installed by a qualified, licensed 

electrician.

 Keep liquids, including drinks, away 

from electrical items such as televisions 

and computers.

 Electrical safety awareness and educa-

tion among consumers, families, employ-

ees, and communities will prevent electri-

cal fires, injuries, and fatalities. 

 The Electrical Safety Foundation 
International (ESFI) sponsors National 
Electrical Safety Month each May to increase 
public awareness of the electrical hazards 
around us at home, work, school, and play. 
ESFI is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization 
dedicated exclusively to promoting electrical 
safety. For more information about ESFI and 
electrical safety, visit www.electrical-safety.
org.
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Make your yard work for you 
By B. Denise Hawkins

Location, location, location is the 

mantra in real estate, but it also ap-

plies to your yard this time of year when 

the search is on to lower energy bills 

and create curb appeal. Positioning the 

right combination of plants and trees 

can yield shade, beautify, and unearth 

energy savings. Such smart or energy-

efficient landscaping, claims the U.S. 

Department of Energy (DOE), can on 

average, provide enough energy savings 

to see a return on your initial investment 

in less than eight years. 

 Again, think location. Carefully 

positioned trees can reduce a house-

hold’s energy consumption for heating 

and cooling by up to 25 percent. Using 

computer models, the DOE determined 

that proper placement of only three trees 

on your property can save an average 

household between $100 and $250 in 

yearly energy costs. This spring, make 

your yard work for you. Just a few simple 

landscaping considerations can make a 

big difference in your home’s comfort 

and in the efficiency of your heating and 

cooling systems:  

 Use trees and plants to shade a win-

dow air conditioner. Having shade 

can increase its efficiency by as much 

as 10 percent. For good airflow and 

access, position plants more than 

three feet from the air conditioner. 

 Shrubs and trees can form wind-

breaks or protective walls that keep 

wind chill away from a home. That’s 

important because wind speed low-

ers outside air temperatures, and 

ultimately saves on higher heating 

costs. Common turf grass and other 

low-growing plants are ideal barriers. 

So are evergreens, especially when 

combined with a wall or fence to 

deflect or even lift wind over a home. 

For best protection, plan on leaving 

between two to five times the mature 

height of the trees or shrubs between 

the windbreak and the protected 

home.

Made in the Shade

 Indoors, you may be protected from 

the sun’s rays, but your energy bill can 

rise as your air conditioner works harder 

to keep your house cool and comfort-

able. Planting shade trees can add to 

your comfort at home by dropping the 

surrounding air temperature by as much 

as nine degrees Fahrenheit. But choos-

ing just the right tree may require a 

compass and patience while they grow 

to work for you:  

 When selecting shade trees, keep in 

mind the mature height of the tree 

and the shape of its shade canopy in 

relation to the height of your home. 

These factors are important because 

they should influence how far from 

the house you decide to plant a tree. 

Always avoid planting near under-

ground utility lines.

 Shading takes time—a 6-foot to 

8-foot deciduous tree planted near a 

house will begin shading windows in 

a year. Depending on the species and 

the home, the tree will shade the roof 

in five to 10 years.

 Make planting shade trees due west 

of west-facing win-

dows your first priority. 

7136D9-168A

 Select a tree that can 

be planted within 20 

feet of the window 

and that will grow at 

least 10 feet taller than 

that window. If you 

have the space, use as 

many trees as needed 

to create a continuous 

row along all major 

west-and east-facing 

windows.

 Contrary to intuition, 

the least energy effi-

cient place for a tree is 

to the south of a house. 

 Different trees can 

serve a variety of purposes. 

To block summer heat 

while letting sun filter 

through in the winter 

months, use deciduous 

trees or those that lose their leaves 

seasonally. Evergreens and shrubs, on 

the other hand, are ideal for providing 

continuous shade and blocking heavy 

winds. Also, keep in mind that not all 

shade plants are tall. Shrubs and sturdy 

groundcover plants also provide good 

shade by reducing heat radiation and 

cooling air before it reaches your home’s 

walls and windows. 

 Start planting savings and let your 

yard do all the work—a well-placed tree, 

shrub, or vine can deliver effective shade, 

act as a windbreak, and reduce your 

energy bills.

 B. Denise Hawkins writes on consumer 
and cooperative affairs for the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association, the 
Arlington, Va.-based service arm of the na-
tion’s 900-plus consumer-owned, not-for-
profit electric cooperatives.
 Sources: U.S. Department of Energy, 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 
and Energy.gov
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A well-designed landscape provides both energy 
efficiency and curb appeal for your home. The type 
of vegetation you choose is as important as where 
they are planted. Sunlight streaming through win-
dows and bearing down on the roof can drive up 
air conditioner use. Using shade trees and shrubs in 
your landscaping plan can help reduce cooling costs. 
In the winter, deciduous trees lose their leaves and let 
in warmth. 

Source: Energy.gov

Tamper resistant receptacles
What are tamper resistant receptacles (TRRs)?

They may look like standard outlets, but tamper resistant 

receptacles, or TRRs, are different. Their most distin-

guishable feature – a built-in shutter system that prevents 

foreign objects from being inserted – sets them apart. Only 

a plug that applies simultaneous, equal pressure to both slots 

will disengage the cover plates, allowing access to the contact 

points. Without this synchronized pressure, the cover plates 

remain closed.

 While a child’s curiosity knows no boundaries, it can some-

times put them in peril, especially when electricity is involved. 

Located in practically every room of the house, electrical 

outlets and receptacles are fixtures, but they also represent 

potential hazards for children. 5310A2-260A

 In recent years, more homes have been equipping their 

electrical outlets with TRRs, but in many public facilities, like 

hospital pediatric wards, these safeguards have been required 

for more than 20 years. Their efficiency also prompted the 

National Electrical Code to make TRRs standard in all new 

home construction. Existing homes can be easily retrofitted 

with TRRs using the same installation guidelines that apply 

to standard receptacles. TRRs should only be installed by a 

licensed electrician and should carry a label from a nation-

ally recognized, independent testing lab such as UL, ETL, or 

CSA. 

TRRs by the Numbers

 Each year 2,400 children suffer severe shock and burns 

resulting from inserting objects into the slots of electrical 

receptacles. That’s nearly seven children a day.

 It is estimated that 6-12 child fatalities result from children 

tampering electrical receptacles.  

 Installing a TRR in a newly constructed home is only 

about 50¢ more than a traditional receptacle.

 Existing homes can be retrofitted with TRRs for as little as 

$2.00 per outlet.

 For more information on TRRs, visit www.esfi.org.

New warehouse 

If you’ve driven by the McDonough Power 

Cooperative office on West Jackson street in 

Macomb, you will notice that a lot is happening. We 

are undergoing phase 2 of the addition and renova-

tion project that was announced several months ago. 

Once the ground finally thawed out in mid-March, the 

former warehouse was detached from the office build-

ing and demolished. The new warehouse which will 

contain some additional office space is currently being 

constructed – footings have been poured, block founda-

tion is being constructed, and the groundwork for the 

plumbing is going in. Find us on Facebook to keep up 

with the progress.
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