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Youth Day 2012

Mike Smith 
President and CEO

More than 250 stu-

dents from the rural 

areas of Illinois traveled to 

Springfield on Wednesday, 

March 28, for the Illinois 

Electric and Telephone 

Cooperatives Youth Day.

 With rural areas losing 

population, fewer legisla-

tors will be elected to serve 

downstate, so the need for 

citizens to take active roles 

in voting for legislators who have their 

interests at heart is increasingly important.

 “Elected officials enjoy the opportunity 

to meet with students and learn first-hand 

their concerns. Many issues debated in the 

General Assembly personally affect their 

lives,” said Duane Noland, President and 

CEO of the Association of Illinois Electric 

Cooperatives. 4113B8-1152A; 
 Sen. John Sullivan and Rep. Norine 

Hammond met with students represent-

ing McDonough Power Cooperative and 

McDonough Telephone Cooperative, Inc. 

The students had an opportunity to view 

state government in action and question 

their legislators on key issues. In addi-

tion, they heard from both Lt. Governor 

Sheila Simon and Secretary of State Jesse 

White. The students also toured the Illinois 

Supreme Court, the Old State Capitol 

and the Abraham Lincoln Presidential 

Museum.

 Pictured with Sen. Sullivan and Rep. 

Hammond, in no particular order, are: 

Collin Anderson, Chance Baker, Nathen 

Continued on page 16b 

Pictured left to right: Ian Taylor, Scott Knicl, Caitlin Suter, 
Olivia Kennedy
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“Youth Day” continued from page 16a

Honor Electrical Safety 
Month

Every May, we celebrate Electrical 

Safety Month. It’s a time when we 

place a spotlight on ways we keep you, our 

members, safe.

 This year, we’re focusing on how to keep 

safe after a storm rolls through. No matter 

the type of weather or damage to electri-

cal equipment and infrastructure, resulting 

safety hazards are generally the same.

 To stay safe after a major storm or 

natural disaster strikes, McDonough 

Power Cooperative urges you to develop 

a family action plan. Designate a place 

for everyone to meet after an event. Map 

out ways to evacuate your home. Create 

a laminated card with emergency contact 

names and numbers for each family mem-

ber. Consider listing a relative or friend 

who lives far from your community as 

the point of contact — if your family gets 

separated, that person can let others know 

who is safe.

 And don’t forget pets in your family 

action plan — many rescue shelters will 

not accept pets after a catastrophe of some 

sort, so it’s important to decide beforehand 

where Fido or Tabby can take up residence 

for a while.

 It’s not hard to understand why safety 

remains a top priority for McDonough 

Power —working around electricity is a 

life-or-death situation every day for many 

of our employees. As a result, we work 

hard to instill a culture of safety that our 

folks can take home with them and live 

24/7. 542WPE15-270C
 We also strive to raise safety awareness 

among McDonough Power members. 

Look for safety tips in the Illinois Country 

Living each month, and check www.mc-

donoughpower.com for more information.

 Pledge to honor Electrical Safety 

Month by fashioning an emergency action 

plan for your family today. Learn more 

about weathering storms safely at www.

ready.gov. 

Beasley, Cydney Carty, Rachel Clayton, 

Hannah Cortez, David Dunn, Kelli 

Edwards, Delaney Hunter, Megan 

Johnson, Olivia Kennedy, Scott Knicl, 

Rachel Mencel, Ryan Morrison, 

Will Myers, Athena Palmer, Hannah 

Pendell, Nathaniel Serven, Jonathan 

Smiley, Caitlin Suter, Zach Swisher, 

Ian Taylor, Abigail Thill and Morgan 

Weirather. Accompanying the students 

were Kelly Hamm and Michele Lovell 

of McDonough Power and Lester 

Fowler of McDonough Telephone. The 

day was sponsored by the AIEC and is 

designed to introduce young rural lead-

ers to state government. There were 25 

co-ops from across the state represented 

at the event.

 Two finalists were chosen to repre-

sent McDonough Power on a weeklong 

all-expense paid trip to Washington 

D.C. along with over 1,450 students 

from across the nation. Scott Knicl 

of Macomb High School and Caitlin 

Suter of Bushnell-Prairie City High 

School will spend the week of June 15-

22, 2012 visiting historically significant 

national sites, touring some of our most 

moving memorials, and browsing the 

campus of our nation’s capital. During 

their time in D.C., they will ride a 

riverboat down the Potomac, tour the 

Royal Embassy of Saudi Arabia, and 

visit the Supreme Court. Ian Taylor of 

West Prairie High School and Olivia 

Kennedy of United High School will 

serve as alternates should one of the 

finalists decide not to attend.

 McDonough Power Cooperative is 

proud to offer this opportunity to local 

high school students.  We appreciate 

being able to introduce the youth to 

electric and telephone cooperatives as 

well as the state and national govern-

ment.

McD0512_r1.indd   2 4/11/12   3:31 PM



Budget billing accounts settle up and 
recalculate in June

June is the month that budget-billing 

members are required to “settle up.” 

During the settlement month the 

amount due will include the actual ener-

gy cost for that month in addition to the 

difference (plus or minus) between the 

budget amount paid and the amount of 

actual energy used during the previous 

budget months. Depending on where 

you stand with your budget account; 

you could owe more than your normal 

budget amount, you could owe less, or 

you may even be lucky enough to have 

a credit balance. Letters were mailed to 

all budget billing members the first part 

of the year to stress the importance of 

monitoring the budget account balance 

shown on the bill each month so there 

are no surprises in June.

 Members with budget billing will 

also have their budget amounts recalcu-

lated in June. The new budget amount is 

based on an average of the previous 12 

months’ actual charges and payments. 

The June recalculation could result in a 

higher or lower monthly budget amount 

than what you pay now due to increases 

or decreases in your usage over the prior 

year. The billing statement you receive 

in June will show your new budget 

amount. A message will print on your 

billing statement, indicating this new 

amount. If you do not see a message 

on your billing statement, your budget 

amount has remained the same. If you 

have more than one billing account on 

budget, it is possible that one or both 

budget amounts may change. Your first 

new budget bill amount will be due in 

July. 425C3-574C
 Budget billing can help you man-

age your energy costs by allowing you 

to pay the same amount each month; 

based on your previous 12-month aver-

age bill. Monthly utility bills can vary 

significantly throughout the year due to 

cold winters and hot, humid summers. 

With McDonough Power Cooperative’s 

budget billing plan, you can levelize your 

payments throughout the year, removing 

the month-to-month fluctuations 

caused by changing weather.  

 Levelized billing is another op-

tion offered by the cooperative to our 

members. Levelized billing also uses 

a 12-month average to calculate each 

month’s bill. However, unlike the budget 

bill, the 12 months used in the aver-

age moves forward each month. By 

using a rolling average, the amount is 

not exactly the same each month, but 

usually varies very little from the yearly 

average. While levelized billing amounts 

change some each month, the variation 

from month-to-month is much less than 

regular billing. The advantage is that you 

are able to budget for about the same 

amount each month, but never have a 

settle-up month until electric service or 

the levelized program is discontinued.

 If you have any questions regard-

ing budget or levelized billing or your 

budget bill account with McDonough 

Power, please contact the office at (309) 

833-2101. 
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Member Prizes
Every month we will have four 
map location numbers hidden 
throughout The Wire. If you 
find the map location number 
that corresponds to the one 
on your bill (found above the 
usage graph), call our office 
and identify your number 
and the page that it is on. If 
correct, you will win a $10 
credit on your next electric bill.

Pump up your pool’s efficiency
By Kelly Trapnell

After a low-impact workout in the 

backyard, a swimming pool provides 

the perfect summer retreat. But who 

wants it to be a wallet drain? Soak up 

these pool efficiency tips to save money 

while maintaining your personal, pristine 

oasis. 9320D9-660B
Each pool is equipped with an energy 

guzzler: the pump. The bigger the pump, 

the higher the power bill. Make sure your 

pool uses the smallest pump possible. New 

products like variable-speed pumps offer 

a good way to save. A knowledgable pool 

supply or service firm can help choose a 

proper pump for your pool, taking into 

consideration its size, filter, and piping.

Greater savings can come from decreasing 

pump operation time, no matter the pump 

size. Keep drains clear of debris, or your 

pump will work harder to circulate water. 

Also, find a proper balance for backwash-

ing the filter. Too much backwashing 

— the process of filtering and disposing 

of dirty water — wastes water, while too 

little strains the pump. 

Here are some common myths that lead 

to extra pump time (and wasted energy):

 I need to run my pump to keep chemi-
cals mixed – FALSE. Circulate while 

adding chemicals, and they will stay 

mixed. There is no need to recirculate 

the water each day to “re-mix” the water. 

 My pool will be dirty if I don’t run 
my pump to constantly clean debris 

– FALSE. Try running your pump for 

six hours or less a day, as suggested 

by the U.S. Department of Energy’s 

EnergySavers.gov. If the cleanliness is 

not to your liking, increase filtration 

time by 30-minute increments until 

you are satisfied. If six hours works 

well, try decreasing filtration time to 

find a balance with energy efficiency. 

To keep debris down without running 

your pump overtime, use a skimmer to 

manually clean the water. Also, try us-

ing a timer to run your filter for several 

short periods during the day rather than 

allowing debris to pile up after one long 

continuous filteration. 

 I need my pump to run continuously 
to keep algae at bay – FALSE. Proper 

chemical balance and brushing down 

pool walls are the best algae fighters. 

 Make sure your pool isn’t draining en-

ergy dollars needlessly by adjusting pump 

time and investing a little legwork. You’ll 

have a prime poolside spot to relax in 

afterward, and the relief you’ll see on your 

power bill will be well worth the effort. 

Find more ways to save energy around 

your home at www.TogetherWeSave.com. 

 Source: U.S. Department of Energy, Pentair 
Water Pool & Spa, Inc.
 Kelly Trapnell writes on safety and energy 
efficiency issues for the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association, the Arlington, Va.-based 
service arm of the nation’s 900-plus consumer-
owned, not-for-profit electric cooperatives.

Save the Date

75th Annual Meeting

Thursday, August 23 at The Crossing in Macomb
Registration – 5 p.m.

Business Meeting – 7 p.m.
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