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Every month we will have four map location numbers hidden 
throughout The Wire. If you find the map location number that 
corresponds to the one on your bill (found above the usage 
graph), call our office and identify your number and the page that it is 
on. If correct, you will win a $10 credit on your next electric bill.

MEMBER PRIZES

The life of a lineman 

They wake before the sun, pour 

steaming cups of coffee, and kiss 

their family goodbye. After swinging by 

the office to get the day’s orders, these 

individuals climb into their trucks and 

head out. Our lineworkers form a solid 

team with one job: to deliver safe, reli-

able electricity. But that job can change 

in a million ways when rough weather 

steps in.

 We often take power—and the 

men and women who provide it—for 

granted. Let’s take a moment and stand 

in their boots. 

 Linemen have to work safely, smart, 

and efficiently—all while 40 feet in the 

air wearing sturdy, thick rubber gloves. 

On a typical day, lineworkers maintain 

electrical distribution lines or build 

service to new homes and businesses in 

Illinois. They have a lot on their plates. 

But when our dispatch center calls crews 

with a problem, everything else takes a 

backseat. 525HH55-951B

 Power restoration takes precedence 

on a lineworker’s to-do list. These brave 

folks are always on call. We have crews 

standing by to serve you 24 hours a day, 

in the middle of the night or wee hours 

of the morning, weekends and holidays. 

 Can you imagine getting a 

call at 3 a.m. telling you to work 

outside during bad weather? Not 

many people are willing to face 

storms. Our lineworkers face 

harsh elements daily, all to serve 

you. 

 Lineworkers also focus on 

safety; the lives of coworkers are 

on the line. Job safety is impor-

tant to everyone, no matter your 

occupation. But for lineworkers, 

there can be no slip-ups or care-

less actions. Mistakes can cost 

a limb or life. That’s one of the 

reasons lineman form a brotherhood. 

When you put your life in the hands of 

co-workers every day, they become more 

than colleagues. They’re family. 

 That sense of family extends to 

electric co-ops across the nation. One 

of our principles is cooperation among 

cooperatives. We help other co-ops in 

their time of need, and they extend that 

service to us, too. It’s reassuring to know 

if a severe storm strikes, a national team 

of lineworkers stand ready to answer the 

call. 

 To be ready to respond no matter the 

situation or weather conditions, linemen 

are highly trained. At McDonough 

Power Cooperative, lineworkers go 

through regular training to ensure they 

can work safely with various kinds of 

equipment. The equipment gets tested 

regularly, too. 

 These highly skilled individuals light 

our homes and businesses every day. 

They endure harsh weather and long 

hours, all to make our lives better. Today 

(and every day), please take a moment 

to thank them. McDonough Power’s 

lineworkers are the heart of the Co-op 

Nation, proud and strong.

Our office will be closed on 
Friday, April 18 for Good Friday
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McDonough Power mourns 
the loss of Director Prox

On February 6, 2014, we lost a friend, a leader 

and a faithful advocate for McDonough 

Power; Director Stan Prox. Stan, age 73, of rural 

Macomb has served on the board since 1987 in 

various capacities – director, president and treasurer. 

He also represented McDonough Power on the 

Association of Electric Cooperative’s board since 

1995 and attended many legislative conferences in 

Washington, D.C. throughout the years on behalf 

of the co-op. His dedication and leadership will be 

sadly missed by all those who knew him.

McDonough Power Cooperative 

employees recently received top 

honors during the Safety/Supervisory 

Technical Conference held in Springfield. 

Employees were awarded the “Best Three-

Year Safety Award” for their outstanding 

safety record among the state’s electric 

cooperatives from 2009-2013.

 The conference is sponsored annually 

by the Association of Illinois Electric 

Cooperatives (AIEC). Attendees learned 

about impending changes to national 

safety procedures, emergency resource 

deployment programs, the Sperry-Piltz 

ice accumulation index, the Rural Electric 

Safety Achievement Program (RESAP) 

and other safety issues. 8120A9-864C

 Ken Macken, AIEC Manager of Safety 

and Loss Control said, “We work in a field 

where one mistake can cost you your life. 

Our safety program strives to give every-

one the knowledge they need to hopefully 

prevent that one mistake from happening.”

Shown (L-R) are Ken Macken, AIEC Manager of Safety and Loss Control; Clay Wiemerslage, 
McDonough Power Journeyman Lineman; and Ron Paulsen, Line Superintendent at 
McDonough Power.

Outstanding safety record awards
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Attention budget billing participants
Catch-up month is approaching

In June, members who participate 

in budget billing will be required to 

“settle up.”

 The amount owed in the settlement 

month will include the actual energy 

cost for that month, as well as the dif-

ference (plus or minus) between the 

amount paid during the previous budget 

months and the amount of energy used 

during those months.  

 Budget billing members will receive 

a reminder letter containing specific 

details.  

Not on budget billing, but inter-
ested?
 

 You have a couple of options. 

McDonough Power offers both Budget 

Billing as well as Levelized Billing. 

These billing options provide predictable 

billing throughout a set period of time.

 Budget billing is calculated based 

on your previous 12-month average 

bill. The amount billed each month 

will remain the same except for the 

review month. In June, the balance 

may be greater or smaller than the 

budget bill amount, depending on 

the current year’s usage compared 

to the previous year. Because a 

12-month average is used to calcu-

late the bill amount, it is required 

that you have been at the location 

for 12 months prior to setting up 

budget billing. 

 Levelized billing also uses a 

12-month average to calculate each 

month’s bill. However, unlike the 

budget bill, the 12 months used in 

the average moves forward each 

month. By using a rolling average, 

the amount is not exactly the same 

each month, but usually varies very 

little from the yearly average. While 

levelized billing amounts change 

some each month, the variation 

from month-to-month is much less 

than regular billing. The advan-

tage is that you are able to budget 

for about the same amount each 

month, but never have a settle-up 

month until electric service or the 

levelized program is discontinued.

For further details, contact our 
office at 309.833.2101.

Storm safety: When thunderstorms, 
tornadoes strike

By B. Denise Hawkins 

Beware. Spring 

can usher in 

more than April showers. Now through 

the summer months, thunderstorms 

can quickly roll in and tornadoes can 

touch down, often during the after-

noon and evening hours, according to 

researchers at the National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA) 

National Severe Storms Laboratory.

 Follow these tips from NOAA and 

the American Red Cross to keep you 

and your home safe when tornadoes and 

severe thunderstorms come your way.

 Prepare for high winds by removing 

diseased and damaged tree limbs.

 Listen to local news or National 

Weather Service broadcasts to stay 

informed about tornado watches 

and warnings.

 If in a mobile home, immediately 

head to a sturdy shelter or vehicle. 

Mobile homes, especially hallways 

and bathrooms, are not safe places 

to take shelter during tornadoes or 

other severe winds. 

 Designate a family meeting place 

for shelter during and after a storm. 

If possible, go to your home’s base-

ment, a small interior room, or un-

der stairs on the lowest level. Also, 

have a battery-operated weather 

radio handy along with emergency 

supplies. 6326AA13-750C

 Unplug your electronics. Avoid us-

ing electrical equipment and corded 

telephones. 

 Remember that there is no safe 

place outside during a severe storm. 

If you are caught in a storm while 

on the road, the American Red 

Cross urges drivers to turn their 

headlights on, try to safely exit 

the roadway, and park. Stay in the 

vehicle with your seat belt on and 

turn on the emergency flashers until 

the heavy rain ends. If thunder and 

lightning is occurring, avoid touch-

ing metal or other surfaces that 

conduct electricity in and outside 

the vehicle.  

 Move or secure lawn furniture, 

trashcans, hanging plants or any-

thing else that can be picked up by 

the wind and become a projectile.

 Stay safe after a storm. Remain 

indoors at least 30 minutes after the 

last clap of thunder. Also, stay away 

from downed power lines and avoid 

flooded areas, power lines could be 

submerged and still live with elec-

tricity. Report them to McDonough 

Power at 309.837.1400 or 911 

immediately.
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Enjoy a safe start to Spring

As the spring season approaches, 

many will usher in the warmer 

weather by thoroughly cleaning their 

homes and tending to yard work. The 

Electrical Safety Foundation (ESFI) 

recommends homeowners ensure 

that electrical hazards are eliminated 

along with unwanted dust and clutter.  

6322SP10-212B

 ESFI suggests starting with the base-

ment, an important, but often over-

looked space when it comes to home 

inspection and fire safety. These low-

level rooms contain two leading causes 

of home fires - heating equipment and 

electrical distribution systems. 

 Check the label inside the door or 

cover of your electrical service panel 

to see when your electrical system 

was last inspected. If the date has 

passed or is approaching, contact 

a licensed, qualified electrician to 

schedule an inspection.

 Be sure circuit breakers and fuses 

are correctly labeled with their 

amperage and their correspond-

ing rooms, circuits or outlets. Use 

correct size and current rating for 

breakers/fuses.

 Increase your fire protection by 

having a licensed electrician replace 

your standard circuit breakers 

with arc fault circuit interrupters - 

AFCIs.

 Have your furnace cleaned and 

inspected annually by a licensed 

professional.

 Make sure all fuel-burning equip-

ment, such as furnaces, stoves, and 

fireplaces, is vented to the outside to 

avoid carbon monoxide poisoning.

 Check for excessive vibration or 

movement when the washing ma-

chine or dryer is operating. This can 

put stress on electrical connections.

 Make sure the area around your 

dryer is clutter free and that the 

dryer lint filter is cleaned after each 

load. Build up can be a fire starter.

 Don’t overlook your basement when 

it comes to smoke detectors and 

carbon monoxide detectors. These 

devices should be installed in these 

spaces as well as on every level 

of your home and outside every 

sleeping area.  Test these alarms to 

ensure that they are in working or-

der, and replace the batteries when 

needed.  

Visit www.esfi.org for more 
tips on keeping your home 
and family safe this spring 

and beyond.

These days, it may be easier to trim your refrigerator’s energy use than 
it is to trim your waistline. Consider this energy-saving and maintenance 
regimen to keep your refrigerator in shape. Set the refrigerator tempera-
ture above 37 degrees Fahrenheit. Make sure door seals are in place 
and are snug when closed. And keep outside coils unobstructed and 
clean; dirty ones could overwork the unit’s compressor.

Source: Energy.govTOGETHERWESAVE.COM

I ’m sav ing  $82 a  year  by  chang ing 

my home’s  a i r  f i l te r  regu lar ly. 

Wha t  can you do? Find  out  how 

the  l i t t le  changes add up a t 

TogetherWeSave.com.

BY SPENDING  

A FEW MINUTES,

I’M SAVING A LOT.
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