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McDonough Power Cooperative 
director receives training on duties 
and responsibilities

McDonough Power board member, 

David Lueck, attended a class on 

director’s duties and liabilities. Th e class 

was held at the Association of Illinois 

Electric Cooperatives headquarters in 

Springfi eld, Ill. Th ose attending received 

one continuing education credit toward 

their Credentialed Cooperative Director 

Certifi cate.

 Electric co-op directors are elected by 

the member-owners and are responsible 

for directing the aff airs of the coopera-

tive. Instructor Patrick Mangan from the 

National Rural Electric Cooperative 

Association discussed the duties of loyalty, 

obedience, and due care, and the need for 

directors to acquire the minimum knowl-

edge and skills necessary to fulfi ll their 

responsibilities within the cooperative 

context.

Key topics included:
 An overview of today’s multi-bil-

lion dollar electric utility business

 Th e concepts and values that 

govern cooperatively owned 

businesses and related types of 

organizations

 Legal and regulatory concepts af-

fecting public utilities

 Key legal documents such as ar-

ticles of incorporation and bylaws

 Th e role of management and 

guidelines for maintaining an ef-

fective relationship with the CEO

During a break in the co-
op directors training class, 
instructor Patrick Mangan (left) 
from the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association talks 
to McDonough Power director 
David Lueck.
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Clearing for reliability
By Meghaan Evans

There are many ways that McDonough 

Power Cooperative provides you with safe, 

reliable electric service. One of the most com-

mon – and crucial – ways is referred to as right-

of-way clearing (or vegetation management). 

 A right of way (ROW) refers to a strip of 

land underneath or around power lines that your 

electric cooperative has the right and responsibil-

ity to maintain and clear. Trees must grow at a 

distance far enough from conductors where they 

will not cause harm to individuals or disruption 

to electrical service. Specifi cations can vary, but a 

general guideline of maintaining a safe ROW is 

15 feet of clearance on either side of the primary 

conductors and 20 feet of overhead clearance 

above the highest wire on the pole. 6224C2-
116B
 Clearing the ROW is critical to keeping our 

members’ lights on. An average of 15 percent of 

power interruptions occur when trees, shrubs or 

bushes grow too close to power lines. If a tree 

encroaches on this safe distance, our vegetation 

management team will trim back branches and 

brush using chainsaws, bucket trucks, tree climb-

ers, brush chippers and mowers. Chemical con-

trol methods can also be used as a way to support 

the growth of low growing plant species that will 

outcompete the tall trees growing beneath power 

lines.

 ROW clearing also keeps your family safe by 

ensuring that tree branches do not become ener-

gized due to close contact with a downed power 

line. Power lines can carry up to 34,500 volts, and 

an energized tree branch is incredibly danger-

ous – even deadly. Be mindful when around trees 

close to power lines, and make sure your children 

know that climbing trees near power lines is 

extremely dangerous. 

 ROW clearing is also critical to ensuring that 

we provide members with aff ordable electricity. 

Staying ahead of the game keeps us from having 

to come out after a storm to restore power due to 

fallen trees.

Remember to contact McDonough Power if you 

decide to trim or remove trees near any power 

service or line. And never trim a tree in the right-

of-way zone on your own. 8414C4A-674B
 ROW clearing just makes sense. Visit www.

mcdonoughpower.com to fi nd out more about 

our vegetation management program and to re-

ceive information about how to keep the ROW 

in your service territory clear.
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Give                                a ChanceT R E E S

Trees planted too close to power lines grow into a BIG problem. To prevent power 

outages and safety hazards, these trees need to be trimmed and sometimes removed. 

Do your part to keep trees healthy and prevent power outages. 

Plant trees a safe distance from power distribution lines.  

Within 20 ft (but not under lines)
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Voluntary and Open Membership
Why this principle still applies to electric co-ops 

By Adam Schwartz

When electric co-op members look 

at the seven co-op principles, 

many may question if they really live up 

to the fi rst principle: Voluntary & Open 

Membership. It is a fair question. Th ere 

is a two-part answer.

 First, it is important to remem-

ber that when McDonough Power 

Cooperative was fi rst being formed 

back in 1938, every potential member 

had the option to refuse service. While 

it may be hard to believe today, there 

are numerous stories from electric co-

ops throughout the country where the 

farmer said, “No thanks. We are doing 

fi ne with kerosene.” Of course over time 

they changed their minds and eventually 

became members of the co-op. 

 Due to the incredible cost of off er-

ing electric service, the vast majority 

of people and businesses only have one 

choice if they want to connect to “the 

grid” and receive electricity. While that 

may change in the future due to rooftop 

solar or other generation sources, the 

best option for most people for safe, reli-

able and aff ordable power is from your 

electric co-op.

 Today, electric co-ops focus on the 

second part of the principle, “Open 

Membership.” All residents and busi-

nesses in the service territory of 

McDonough Power are welcome to 

receive power. Co-ops continually strive 

to ensure that your membership has 

value to you not just through the service 

of electricity but by being an active part 

of our community. 6311C9-708C
 Co-ops off er and welcome your 

participation in the governance of the 

organization through a democratically 

elected board of directors. As a locally 

owned and controlled utility, co-ops are 

in a better position to understand the 

needs of its members and can be quicker 

to react to help ensure the membership 

receives the best service possible.

 Members are welcome to suggest 

improvements to the co-op’s operations 

and, unlike large investor owned utilities 

often with millions of customers, you 

can be assured your ideas will actually be 

read by a real person in real time.

 All co-ops, whether it is your credit 

union, farm co-op, telephone co-op or 

any other of the 29,000 co-ops that exist 

in the U.S. today, live by these seven co-

op principles:

1. Voluntary and Open 

Membership

2. Democratic Member Control

3. Members’ 

Economic Participation

4. Autonomy and Independence

5. Education, Training and 

Information

6. Cooperation among 

Cooperatives

7. Concern for Community

By using all of these 

principles integrated 

together, McDonough Power 

Cooperative is able to serve 

your needs every day.

McDonough Power will be 
closed for Good Friday on 
Friday, April 3, 2015.
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Every month we 
will have four map location 

numbers hidden throughout The Wire. 
If you fi nd the map location number 
that corresponds to the one on your 
bill (found above the usage graph), 
call our offi ce and identify your 
number and the page that it is on. If 
correct, you will win a $10 credit on 
your next electric bill.

Member 

Prizes
Every month we

have four map location
mbers hidden throughout The Wire.

If you fi nd the map location number
hat corresponds to the one on your

bill (found above the usage graph),
call our offi ce and identify your
number and the page that it is on. If
correct, you will win a $10 credit on

ctric bill.
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Implementing quality surge protection
By Tom Tate

There is little, if anything, you can 

buy today that does not have some 

electronic component. Even clothing as 

wearable electronics are starting to take 

hold. Not to mention a device (http://

www.makeymakey.com) that allows you 

to make a keyboard from bananas. So, 

it’s time to take a look at making sure 

your electronics last as long as possible. 

I’m not talking about replacement plans 

or extended warranties. Today we’re 

talking about protecting your products 

from electrical surges.

 Th e fi rst order of business is to defi ne 

a surge. Here’s one from Computer 

Hope (http://www.computerhope.

com/jargon/s/surge.htm) on the ‘Net. 

“Alternatively known as a line surge, a 

surge is an unexpected increase in volt-

age in an electrical current that causes 

damage to electrical equipment. For 

example, the standard United States 

voltage is 120V. If an electrical current 

above this rating was to come through 

a power outlet for more than three 

nanoseconds, this would be considered a 

surge, anything less is considered a spike. 

A surge is usually created by lightning 

and can damage unprotected computers 

and sometimes even protected comput-

ers.” 

 Many people think a blink from 

McDonough Power’s system is a 

surge, but these are generally caused by 

something like a tree contacting a line. 

In such cases, the system’s protective 

devices work, causing an interruption to 

protect the wires and other components. 

Th ese are not surges, but more like turn-

ing a light on and off . 

 True surges will enter a home 

through any number of avenues. Th e 

most obvious is through the power lines. 

Less obvious is through the telephone 

lines, cable/satellite connections, water 

lines and any other metallic system that 

connects to your home. So, to protect 

against surges, you need to take a three-

pronged approach.

 Perhaps the most important thing to 

do is to be sure all the grounds in your 

home are good and that they are bonded 

together. Over the years, grounds can 

deteriorate, new services can be added 

with inadequate grounding and so forth. 

A faulty ground will allow surges into 

the home rather than bleeding them off  

into the earth. Get a qualifi ed electri-

cian to test and correct your grounding 

system.

 Next, protect your electrical service 

entrance with a surge device. Th e easiest 

to install are those mounted behind the 

meter. Th ey can also be mounted at the 

main electric panel. When a surge trav-

els down the electric lines, these devices 

will act to “clamp” the surge and reduce 

its power. Th ese are sacrifi cial devices 

that allow themselves to be destroyed 

rather than allowing the surge to pass 

through. Noble devices indeed!

 Th e third prong is to protect ex-

pensive devices at their point of use. 

Computers and entertainment equip-

ment are prime examples. Remember 

that surges can enter the home via 

avenues other than the power lines. 

Computers and entertainment equip-

ment are frequently connected to cable 

and phone lines. Th ose devices need to 

have protection at the point of use that 

covers all possible avenues. Th ese are 

generally in the form of a power strip or 

wall device most of us are familiar with. 

Use a quality product from a manufac-

turer such as Monster, Belkin, Tripp 

Lite, or APC, to name a few. Look for 

one with a joule rating of at least 1,000, 

a connected equipment warranty and 

compatibility with digital signals from 

cable and satellite. While you are at it, 

look for a “smart” strip that turns off  all 

but one connected device when not in 

use. 6224B8-116B
 Save money on your electric bill 

while protecting your equipment. It’s a 

defi nite win-win.

 Tom Tate writes on cooperative 

issues for the National Rural Electric 

Cooperative Association, the Arlington, 

Va.-based service arm of the nation’s 

900-plus consumer-owned, not-for-

profi t electric cooperatives.

Daylight savings time changes March 8. 

Daylight savings time


