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Weathering the 
‘perfect storm’

Steve Epperson 
President/CEO

Our nation’s electric utility industry is 
heading into a “perfect storm.” While 

the amount of electricity we use everyday 
steadily increases, the capacity to generate 
and transmit that power is running short. 
In the past fossil fuel-fired power plants 
were the go-to option to meet growing 
new demand with proven technology, but 
looming federal regulations on carbon 
dioxide emissions is changing that. The 
cost of complying with new regulations 
could make electricity less affordable 
for everyone — a concern McDonough 
Power Cooperative is fighting to voice.
 In December, the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA), a part of the 
executive branch, declared that six key 
greenhouse gases from auto emissions, in-
cluding carbon dioxide, are “endangering 
public health and welfare” of current and 
future generations. Emissions from motor 
vehicles of four of those greenhouse gases, 
including carbon dioxide, were also said to 
contribute to dangerous air pollution.
 The endangerment finding puts a foot 
in the door for the EPA to issue sweeping 
new rules that could impose strict limits 
on carbon emissions, including those from 
power plants. The cost of generating elec-
tricity would go up, and in the end those 
costs would hit consumer pocketbooks.
 Congress is mulling over its own set of 
carbon dioxide regulations, and we must 
continue to ask that any resulting legisla-
tion be fair, affordable and technologi-
cally achievable. If passed, Congressional 
legislation should also preempt use of any 
other existing laws, fixing a regulatory 
disaster that would only add to costs for 
consumers with a mess of overlapping 
regulatory red tape. 5310LGH10-260B
 Whatever the political outcome, the 
honest truth is the change won’t come 
overnight. Fossil fuels currently account 
for more than 70 percent of all electric-
ity generated in the United States. New 

technology will be key to both keeping 
these traditional options up-to-date and 
refining new ways to affordably keep the 
lights on. Cleaner use of fossil fuels, an 
increased use of renewable energy and a 
big commitment to energy efficiency will 
all be necessary.
 Electric co-ops have a long history 
of providing safe, reliable, and afford-
able electricity to their members, and no 
“perfect storm” is going to keep us from 
continuing to do our job. Co-op research 
projects are already underway to expand 
the current limits of renewable energy, 
make coal- and natural gas-fired power 
plants cleaner and more efficient, and 
possibly even capture carbon dioxide from 
plant emissions before they go up a smoke-
stack and store them deep underground to 
keep them out of the atmosphere. 
 The Arlington, Va.-based Cooperative 
Research Network, of which our co-op is 
a member, was recently awarded a $33.9 
million grant from the U.S. Department of 
Energy, which will support a wide-ranging 
“smart grid” research project. The effort 
brings together 27 electric co-ops in 10 
states, which will match the grant money 
awarded to create a pool of nearly $68 
million for ground-breaking technology 
development. With a smarter electric grid, 
we’ll be able to deliver electricity to our 
consumers more efficiently — cutting the 
amount of emissions we’ll need to gener-
ate as a result. 539B1-266B
 Co-ops have stepped up to challenges 
in the past, and I have no doubt our 
response to this challenge will be any dif-
ferent in the end. But we need your help 
in relaying to Congress just how important 
it is to keep climate change legislation fair, 
affordable, and technologically achievable. 
To make your voice heard, join the Our 
Energy, Our Future® grassroots awareness 
campaign at www.ourenergy.coop.  
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Many folks in Illinois are cutting 
down energy use, improving a 

home’s insulation, turning lights off, or 
exchanging traditional lightbulbs for 
more efficient lighting options. So when 
consumers shop for new appliances it’s 
common to focus on finding a product 
with an Energy Star rating. 

But how do appliances get this rat-
ing? And why don’t all appliances have 
them? The answer may surprise you.

Computers and monitors were the 
first products to receive an efficiency 
rating from Energy Star, a program 
launched in 1992 by the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency and U.S. 
Department of Energy. Since then, more 
than 60 product categories have been 
added, from dishwashers to windows and 
DVD players. According to the program, 
Energy Star-rated products deliver the 
same or better performance as compa-
rable models while using less energy and 
saving money.

“We’re recognizing the top perform-
ers when it comes to energy efficiency,” 
explains Katharine Kaplan, Energy 
Star program manager. She notes the 
initiative works closely with folks in a 
wide variety of areas, including industry 
experts, governments, non-profit organi-
zations, and utilities. “We agree on a fair 
way to test products. Manufacturers test 
products using that procedure, submit 
the data to us, and we say, ‘These are 
the top performers. This is how much 
energy you can use to be considered a 
leader by Energy Star.’ Generally, that 
means you’re in the top 25 percent.”

For example, qualified refrigera-

tors must be at least 15 percent more 
efficient than the minimum federal ef-
ficiency standard. Energy Star-rated TVs 
consume 3 watts or less when switched 
off, compared to a standard TV, which 
consumes almost 6 watts on average. By 
pushing for the manufacturing of more 
efficient products, Energy Star estimates 
the rating system saved businesses, 
organizations, and consumers $19 billion 
in 2008 alone. 

Consumers are taking advantage of 
the program. A survey by the Consor-
tium for Energy Efficiency — a group 
including members like the quasi-gov-
ernmental Tennessee Valley Authority 
and Bonneville Power Administration, a 
federal power marketing administration 
in the Northwest — discovered 76 per-
cent of American households recognize 
the Energy Star brand. Of these con-
sumers, 73 percent purchased an Energy 
Star-labeled product within the last year.

But not all products are rated by 
Energy Star. The program gauges the 
average energy efficiency of different 
appliance technologies and evaluates 
whether there’s potential for increased 
efficiency — generally at least 25 per-
cent higher than minimum standards. 
According to Energy Star, the most 
efficient electric resistance water heaters 
on the market have an Energy Factor 
of 0.95, about 5 percent more efficient 
than the minimum federal standard. 
Since there’s little room for improve-
ment, Energy Star does not have a 
category for the product.

[Energy] Star–crossed consumers 
By Megan McKoy

In 2010 many state energy offices are offering consumers 
rebates when they replace old appliances with ENERGY-
STAR qualified ones. Find out what’s available in your state 
at www.energysavers.gov/financial/70020.html.

Source: U.S. Department of Energy

Energy Efficiency
Tip of the Month

Continued on 16d 
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It’s truly all about you at this full-ser-
vice salon. Vicki Williams has owned 

All About You since 2003. It is a salon 
specializing in hair and spa services. 
Vicki has been a hairstylist for 19 years. 
She explained that she has always 
wanted to be a hairstylist and own and 
operate her own business. She is the 
choice stylist for many McDonough 
County Area residents not only because 
she is a great stylist, but she also knows 
what customer service means. She 
always greets you with a smile.
  The employees at All About You 
pride themselves on customer service. 
Rose Little is a full-time stylist who had 
her internship through All About You 
in the summer of 2009. Vickie Cavett 
is the receptionist at All About You and 
has worked there for one year. A familiar 
face at All About You is Rick Williams, 
Vicki’s husband. He is very involved 
in the salon. He travels frequently for 
work, but when home you may see him 
sweeping hair, answering the phone, and 
even bookkeeping. Vicki and Rick Wil-
liams were high school sweethearts and 
have been married for 16 years.
 All About You is a great place to go for 
all of your up-to-date hairstyles. The All 
About You girls travel all around to learn 
the latest hairstyles. They have been to 
Iowa City, Chicago, and St. Louis. They 
also attend hands-on workshops, which 
not only involve hairstyles, but nails as 
well.
 Vicki is very busy running her own 
business, but she still finds time to give 
back to the community. One of her 
many attributions is offering wigs for the 
cancer society. The wig bank supplies 
Vicki with wigs so she is never without 
for her clients with cancer. Cancer 
patients call Vicki for an appointment, 
discuss the color and style of the wig of 
their choice, and then fit the wig to the 
client. She does this free of charge. Last 
October, she selected certain products, 
displayed a pink breast cancer ribbon on 
them, and donated $1 of the proceeds 
to Linda’s Fund through McDonough 
District Hospital. All About You also 

sponsors Locks of 
Love, a not-for-profit 
organization that helps 
children with hair loss 
receive a wig. Donors 
need 10 inches of hair 
to be able to donate to 
the organization. Vicki 
Williams is always 
ready to lend a helping 
hand to those around 
her. 6325WH4-700A
 Vicki also has many 
salon products avail-
able for purchase. She 
carries brand names 
such as Redken, Bio-
lage, Chi, and O.P.I., 
to name a few. One of 
her newest products 
is O.P.I. Axxium Soak 
off gel lacquer. This 
phenomenal nail polish 
stays on for up to two 
weeks! For anyone who 
has experienced chip-
ping nail polish, this 
product is for you!
 All About You joined 
our Co-Op Connec-
tions program in June 
of 2009. They are offer-
ing 10% off all hair and 
nail products. Also, 
members are eligible 
buy a spa pedicure and 
receive a free upgrade 
for the ultimate pedi-
cure, which includes 
a warm stone massage 
for feet and legs. 
 You can find these 
great deals at 4013 W. 
Jackson in Macomb. 
Vicki is open from 9 
a.m.-6 p.m. Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, and 
Friday and from 9 a.m.-
3 p.m. Saturday. She is 
also flexible for evening 
appointments. 

Co-Op Connections featured business
All About You

by Abby Ala

Vicki Williams,  

All About You Owner
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“The technology doesn’t qualify 
for the Energy Star program — 
not because it’s not efficient, but 
because it’s already as efficient as 
possible,” remarks Steve Koep, 
a regional manager for REEM/
Marathon Water Heaters. “When it 
comes to purchasing an electric wa-
ter heater, consumers should con-
sider durability and energy factor 
[EF], a mandatory evaluation done 
on all water heaters regardless of 
fuel source. EF takes into account 
fuel use, standby energy loss, and 
insulation under simulated actual 
conditions.” 6326WW26-750B
 Last October the New York 
Times revealed some manufactur-
ers of household appliances were 
testing products for Energy Star-
certification internally instead of 
using independent laboratories. In 
response, Energy Star ramped up 
oversight of product ratings and by 
the end of the year had revoked the 
Energy Star label for some refrigera-
tors while raising the bar for the 
efficiency expected from TVs.
 Energy Star remains a driv-
ing force not just in the United 
States, but in other counties as well 
― Australia, Canada, Japan, New 
Zealand, Taiwan, and the European 
Union. Federal energy efficiency 
tax credits for appliances and home 
heating and air systems typically 
require qualifying products to be 
Energy Star-rated. To learn more 
about the Energy Star program, 
visit www.energystar.gov.

Sources: Energy Star; REEM/Mara-
thon Water Heaters; “Energy Star 
Appliances May Not All Be Effi-
cient Audit Finds, New York Times, 
Oct. 19, 2009; U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency Office of Air and 
Radiation; Climate Protection Partner-
ships Division; National Awareness of 
ENERGY STAR for 2008: Analysis 
of 2008 CEE Household Survey. U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency, 
2009. 

(6325WH10-700A; 525HHE2-951B; 11214B1-1052A; 5133B1-
1102A)(6325WH10-700A; 525HHE2-951B; 11214B1-1052A; 

Every month we will have four map location numbers hidden 
throughout The Wire. If you find your map location number, call 
our office and identify your number and the page that it is on. If 
correct, you will win a $10 credit on your next electric bill.

MAP LOCATION GAME

The Co-op Connections card, avail-
able free of charge to members of 

McDonough Power Cooperative, can 
save you 10 percent to 60 percent on 
prescriptions at participating pharma-
cies including CVS, Walgreens, Walmart 
and K-Mart. And there are several 
local pharmacies that participate in the 
program as well! So far, McDonough 
Power members have saved over 
$2,000 in about 3 months since the 
program began last year. But we think 
there is much more potential! Are you 
using the Coop Connections card?!
 Use your card to purchase prescrip-
tions not covered by your insurance 
plan. Simply present your card with 
your prescription at any participating 
pharmacy and pay the discounted price; 
no additional forms or paperwork are 

needed. If you want pricing before you 
head out to the pharmacy, visit www.
rxpricequotes.com to look up drug prices 
by location. There is also a section to 
view a complete list of all participating 
pharmacies. 

Members are saving with their Co-op 
Connection card

McDonough 
Power is pleased 

to announce the 
addition of Mi-
chele Lovell to our 
cooperative fam-
ily as Billing Clerk/
Customer Service 
Representative.
 Michele was born 
and raised in rural 
Illinois.  She lived 
in Mount Sterling 
most of her life, 
before moving to Macomb to attend 
Western Illinois University.  At WIU she 

earned a Degree in 
Finance.  Michele and 
her husband, Cody, 
were married in 2008.  
They moved to their 
current residence in 
Colchester in Octo-
ber of 2009.  Cody 
is self-employed as a 
carpenter.  Michele 
and Cody have a four-
month old daughter, 
Myleigh.  Michele 
enjoys spending time 

with her family, volunteering, and at-
tending church.   

Meet our new employee

 “[Energy] Star-crossed 
consumers” continued from 16b

For a complete list of participating 
pharmacies, visit www.locateproviders.com.

To compare drug prices, visit  
www.rxpricequotes.com
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