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EnerStar Commemorates 75 years with 
Old Fashioned Pole Se   ng

 EnerStar Electric Coopera  ve marked 
its 75th anniversary with homage to the 
crews that  rst helped bring electric power 
to area farms and the results will shine 
brightly for years to come.
 When looking for ways to celebrate, 
EnerStar learned that the baseball  eld 
behind the Paris American Legion needed 
addi  onal ligh  ng in their parking area. 
We also learned the na  onal Li  le League 
associa  on is celebra  ng 75 years this 
year as well. Thinking it would be a great 
 t, EnerStar donated an outdoor light but 

when the linemen installed it, they did the 
work the same way the  rst crews at Edgar 
Electric Coopera  ve (EnerStar’s predeces-
sor) built the electric system back in 1939.

(Con  nued on page 16b).( p g )

Illinois Country Living • September 2014 • 16awww.enerstar.com



Se   ng a pole in 1939:

 With the use of banjos 
and spoons, which are long 
handled spades and scoops, 
EnerStar linemen dug a 5 foot 
hole. A  er piking the pole 
into posi  on, and tamping 
and se   ng the base, journey-
man linemen Russ Camp and 
Jake Keys, donned hooks and 
belts and headed up to make 
hardware connec  ons and 
install the state of the art LED 
security light system.
 “The crews wore coveralls 
just like those Edgar Electric 
crews would have worn in 
the co-op’s early days,” said 
Angela Gri   n, EnerStar Man-
ager of Member Services. “But 
they s  ll wore their helmets, 
goggles, gloves and other gear 
necessary to meet our co-op’s 
modern safety standards.”

 A crew would start the 
hole with a shovel, spade 
and jobbers. Once it got 4 
or 5 feet deep, they would 
switch and  nish the hole 
with a banjo and spoon. The 
pole then was li  ed into 
place using pole pikes, which 
are long (long wooden poles 
with long metal points). 
This could be done with 3 
or 4 men, depending on the 
pole size. Once set, the crew 
would back  ll and tamp the 
hole. One of the crew would 
then climb the pole and the 
wires were pulled up to him 
with a handline (rope).

 Thanks to the foresight of 
the founding fathers and all 
those who contributed along 

the way, our electric coopera-
 ve is s  ll going strong. Here’s 

to another 75 years!
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 Every day we rely on electric-
ity. We depend on the refrigerator 
to keep our food fresh, air con-
di  oning and hea  ng to keep us 
comfortable and lights on dark 
nights. We also depend on elec-
tricity to re-charge our electron-
ics. Whether it’s a phone keep in 
touch with rela  ves or the laptop 
on which we stream movies, 
these devices all have become in-
tegral to our daily life.
 At work, we rely on electricity 
to power our computers, phones 
and produc  vity. Without this 
consistent, reliable and a  ord-
able power source, businesses 
would relocate, jobs would be lost 
and prices of goods and services 
would increase.
 That’s why EnerStar Electric 
Coopera  ve is concerned about 
the latest regula  ons from the 
Environmental Protec  on Agency 
(EPA). This round of rules impacts 
the power plants on which we rely 
every day.
 Coopera  ves are di  erent 
from other electric u  li  es. We 
are owned by our members. 
When we look at our power op-
 ons, we are not driven to make 

a pro  t. We strive to provide the 
most a  ordable and reliable elec-
tricity possible to our members. 
That is why EnerStar is a part of 
Wabash Valley Power, a genera-
 on and transmission 

coopera  ve. With its diverse 
mix of power supply, Wabash 
helps electric coopera  ves keep 
costs a  ordable. 
 The new regula  ons could en-
danger this supply of a  ordable 
electric power. As the rules are cur-
rently wri  en, our power supplier 
might have to limit a  ordable and 
abundant coal as a resource. The 
EPA has dra  ed regula  on that 
adversely and dispropor  onately 
a  ects electric coopera  ves. That’s 

Join Us in Taking Ac  on
Keep electricity a  ordable

why we are telling the EPA that this 
regula  on does not work for us. 
 Previously when the EPA 
dra  ed regula  ons limi  ng green-
house gases from new power 
plants, the agency received more 
than 500,000 emails opposing the 
regula  on. Today we ask you once 
again, please join us. Visit www.
Ac  on.coop again and tell the EPA 
you cannot a  ord these new regu-
la  ons. If you do not have access 
to the internet, please cut the form 
from this magazine and mail it in 
with your electric billing statement. 
 Your voice was heard last  me. 
The EPA took note of electric 
coopera  ves and our collec  ve 
voice, showing that co-op mem-
bers were engaged in the issues.
 That’s why we’re asking you to 
take ac  on again. The EPA needs 
to understand the impact that 
these regula  ons have on the 
people at the end of the power 
lines. Electric coopera  ve mem-

bers are uniquely situated to help 
the EPA understand that these 
regula  ons will cost Americans 
more money. 
 Please, ask your friends and 
neighbors to join with us. Ask them 
to visit www.Ac  on.coop and tell 
the EPA Americans cannot a  ord 
more regula  on. We can balance 
environmental needs with a  ord-
ability and reliability through a 
diverse supply of genera  on re-
sources which includes coal, natu-
ral gas, and renewable energy.
 America needs a healthy econ-
omy. America needs jobs. America 
needs manufacturing. And a  ord-
able, reliable electricity is the linch-
pin to these vital assets.
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Member telephone survey to begin this fall
 You’re not just a customer, you’re 
a member-owner. As a member of 
EnerStar Electric Coopera  ve, you 
are provided many opportuni  es 
to be an ac  ve part of the organiza-
 on. You could a  end your annual 

mee  ng, par  cipate in our recycling 
programs or earn rebates through 
the POWER MOVES® program.
 Beginning in September, you’ll 
have yet another opportunity for 
your voice to count as a co-op 
member. Electric coopera  ves, like 
EnerStar, that are a part of Wabash 
Valley Power, will be conduc  ng 
a survey of residen  al members. 
The telephone survey is conducted 
every two years, and helps our 
power supplier determine how 
much power we’ll need in the near 
future. All calls are expected to be 
completed by the end of December.
 The survey will be conducted by 
Oppenheim Research, a Tallahas-
see, Fla.,  rm with experience in a 
wide variety of research methods 
as well as a strong history of sa  s-
 ed customers. Co-op members 

will be randomly selected, and 
300 completed surveys will be 
done for each co-op. The survey 
is designed to last approximately 
10-12 minutes and will primarily 
focus on the appliances and items 

in and around your home that 
consume electricity. The survey 
will also ask ques  ons about 
things like computer, Internet and 
smart phone use in order to best 
serve members.
 The calls will take place Monday 
through Friday, beginning mid-
a  ernoon and running un  l about 
9 p.m. If you are called and don’t 
wish to par  cipate, you will not be 
pressured to do so.

 We greatly appreciate those who 
take the  me to help us be  er plan 
for your future!
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Do we have your correct telephone number? Review your electric billing statement and if not, please contact the coopera  ve!

Our offi ce will be closed 
Monday, September 1 

for Labor Day.

Whether you are calling the o   ce or repor  ng a power outage, 
we ask all members to please use our toll free number.

All Calls – Any  me - Anywhere
1-800-635-4145

Use this free, 24/7 service to pay by phone, 
check account balance, and more!

Pay by Phone
1-888-999-4201


