
 There are two methods of in-
stalling the power lines that carry 
electricity to your home, over-
head and underground. EnerStar 

use one versus the other, or more 
to the point, why all power lines 
are not installed using the under-

answer is that each method has its 
place.

Poles can be set in nearly any type 
of terrain. Even if placement occurs 
in boggy or wet terrain, many tech-
niques are available to set poles 
securely. Once the poles are in 
place, wires can be strung and then 

fuses and reclosers––are installed. 

requires digging a trench that is 

are laid in the trench directly or 

face is restored to its original condi-

as needed; now the system is ready 
to deliver electricity. 
 As you can see from the accom-
panying graphic, there are both 
advantages and disadvantages of 

which are considered in the plan-
ning process.
 “Determining if power 
lines should be overhead or 
underground boils down to what 
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“Underground lines might be 

wires out of sight, such as in a 

when appearance is not a major 

travel extremely long line 
distances across countryside, 
it is the most feasible due to 

has about 1382 miles of 
overhead power lines and 119 
miles of underground power 
lines. This mix of underground 

by EnerStar provides you, our 
members, with the highest possible 
quality of service at the lowest 

reliability, maintenance and future 
upgrades will drive which is the 

underground.
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Andria Powers of Paris represented 

10-17. This event, sponsored by the 

rural youth.
 The students met with 

leaders selected for the trip. The 

1,691 young leaders from across the 
country. 

Embassy of Saudi Arabia, the 
Newseum and a number of other 
historical sites.
 Sophomores and juniors in 
high schools that are within the 
service area of EnerStar Electric 

To learn more about the “Youth 



Serving the Illinois 
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brochures available on how to 
operate a portable generator 

will mail one to you.

e 
tore 
to 
your 

trician 

You can use a portable generator to supply 

electricity to your appliances if an emergency exists during 

a power outage. But if used improperly, they can kill you 

and the people who are restoring power to your building. 

They also can damage the appliances you connect.

Generator sizes vary. Common units can be from 8 to 

14 horsepower and capable of handling from 4,000 to 

8,400 watts (including starting surge requirements). Prices 

may range from $800 to $3,000.

Connecting a generator to the main electrical supply 

for your house requires the services of a qualified, quali-

fied electrician. Installing the connection and switch (as 

explained inside) can cost $600 to $1,000.

Before connecting the generator to your household 

circuit, notify your electric cooperative.

How to Operate A

Portable Generator

Safely

ilable from 

rgency and 

de for  

our electric 

roperly.

, contact your 

lectrician.

y:
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 Portable generators may come in 
handy during long-term power out-
ages, but recent studies show that 
an overwhelming percentage may 

 

properly ground the generator. 
Be sure you understand them 

 

to operate a generator in your 
home, garage or other enclosed 
building. Place the generator in 

 Never plug a portable electric 
generator into a wall outlet or 

power lines and injure you or 

the generator and home electri-
cal equipment.

 

line and its vapors may ignite if 
they come in contact with hot 
components or an electrical 

signed container in a secure loca-

other fuel-burning appliances, 
such as water heaters. Always 
have a fully charged, approved 

 
or disconnect all appliances and 
lights before you begin operat-
ing the portable generator. 
Once the generator is running, 
turn your appliances and lights 

the chance of accidental discon-

 Shut down the generator prop-

appliances and equipment being 
powered by the generator.

 
tween uses. Drain the gasoline 
from the generator while it is 

quality and start the generator on 
a regular basis before an emer-

generators are for temporary 

 
especially when operated in wet 

surface where water cannot form 
puddles or drain under it. Always 
ensure that your hands are dry 
before touching the generator.

 Keep children and pets away from 

hot enough to burn you during 

 Use proper extension cords. Use 
only safety-tested, shop-type 
electrical cords designed and 
rated for heavier, outdoor use 

generators are equipped with 
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 EnerStar and AirEvac Lifeteam 

nity to join the Air Evac Lifeteam 

venience of paying a monthly fee or 

at a discounted rate through your 

 
per month per household which can 
be billed on your monthly EnerStar 
statement.
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

bills are encouraged to sign up for 

 Accounts with at least 12 months 

count balances paid in full are eligible.

 
reevaluated in April, August 
and December based on the ac-

necessary, the monthly amount 
will be adjusted accordingly.

 

any under-collected amounts 
and overpaid amounts are 

months.
 

paid before the disconnect date. 

account will be removed from 
the budget plan.

 
budget billing for any reason, 

any balance on the account is 
due immediately.

 
renewed, unless terminated 
by either the member or the 

via email at billing@enerstar.com.


