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When Benjamin Franklin signed 
the Declaration of Indepen-

dence, he is credited with saying, 
“We must, indeed, all hang together, 
or most assuredly we shall all hang 
separately.” That recognition of the 
need to work together may also be 
why Franklin, in 1752, founded 
the first successful cooperative in 
the United States, the Philadelphia 
Contributionship for the Insurance 
of Houses from Loss by Fire, which 
still operates today. 
 The principles behind the Declara-
tion of Independence that form the 
basis of American democracy also 
form the basis of cooperatives. A 
cooperative is owned and democrati-
cally controlled by the people who 
use its services. Each member has 
one vote regardless of their stake; that 
is, some members can not buy more 
control than anyone else. This stands 
in stark contrast to investor-owned 
businesses where only shareholders 
have a vote in how the business is 
run; and even among shareholders, 
some have more votes than others 
depending on their shares of stock.
 The Declaration of Independence 
declared the equality of rights of its 
citizens and that people had the right 
to organize to secure their futures 
when their rights were infringed upon. 
At the time the Declaration was writ-
ten, democracy was a pretty untested 

What do the 
Declaration of Independence 

and electric cooperatives 
have in common?

idea – but the founders of our country 
were determined to make it work.
 So when you celebrate the many 
liberties and rights we enjoy with our 
families and friends this year, think 
about those principles that inspired 
our Founding Fathers. They also 
inspired the pioneers who established 
electric cooperatives – folks who were 
determined to provide safe, reliable, 
and affordable power to secure the 
futures of rural communities. 
 EnerStar Electric Cooperative has 
always operated under the principles 
of democracy, and we are dedicated 
to fulfilling that promise as we serve 
members today and in the future.

Source: U.S. National Archives & Records Administration
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Maximum rebate per household is $1,500. Rebates began May 10, 2010,  
and will continue until the money is exhausted.

Some money still available but act quickly!!!

With the HomE program, you can earn up to $1500 in 

rebates for making energy efficient improvements to 

your home. Call EnerStar at 217-463-4145 or 800-635-4145 

for more details. Below is a listing of upgrades that qualify:

 $1,500 – Geothermal heat pumps closed loop  
(14.1 EER or 3.3 COP) 

 $1,500 – Geothermal heat pumps open loop  
(16.2 EER or 3.6 COP) 

 $1,000 – Air source heat pumps (16 SEER) 

 $350 – Natural Gas or LP furnace  
(95% efficiency) 

 $350 – Central air conditioner (16 SEER) 

 $250 – Heat pump water heater (2.0 Energy Factor) 

 30% of cost of insulation and weatherization  
(max of $500) 

HomE (pronounced home E) is a program 

to help our members become energy 

efficient. By making our energy efficiency 

knowledge available to our members 

and by providing rebates for improve-

ments, EnerStar members can save 

energy while improving their home 

performance.

 Through our statewide organization, 

the Association of Illinois Electric Coop-

eratives (AIEC), the Illinois Electric Co-

operatives will be distributing $1.5 million 

in American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 

(ARRA) funds for energy efficiency improve-

ments to their homes. The program will run until 

the funding is exhausted.
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HURRY!Time and funds are  running out soon!
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watts to 400 watts. Most consume 

electricity even when turned off. 

LCD TVs don’t need much power 

to operate – 111 watts on average. 

Most LCD screens range in size 

from 21 inches to 49 inches. These 

TVs fall into two categories: those 

with cold-cathode fluorescent lamps 

to illuminate the screen; and backlit 

models employing a light-emitting 

diode (LED). LED units offer sev-

eral benefits, notably better picture 

quality and thinner and lighter 

screens. They also use slightly less 

energy, at 101 watts.

 Rear projection televisions tend 

to be the most energy efficient 

and boast the largest screen sizes. 

However, due to their overall weight, 

rear projection sets are not as readily 

available as plasma and LCD models.

 Shopping for an energy-efficient 

television can be difficult. Television 

manufacturers rarely advertise energy 

consumption, and it almost never ap-

pears on in-store labels, though new 

ENERGY STAR®  requirements 

may change that in 2012. 

 Faced with these difficulties, 

consumers need to conduct their 

own energy use research through 

unbiased online sources such as 

CNET.com, an online journal for 

the technology industry. Look for 

specific model numbers, which you 

can take to the store. 

Tune in to Savings

 If you’re not in the market for a 

new TV but want to make sure your 

model is operating efficiently, these 

tips from CNET.com may help you 

save energy: 

 Turn the TV and other connected 

devices off when they’re not  

being used.

 Turn down the LCD’s backlight – 

you’ll save energy and still retain 

better picture quality.

 Turn on the power saver mode, 

which many new TVs offer.

The days of large console televi-

sions, with their wood grain 

exteriors and antenna wires or rabbit 

ears, are long gone — no more using 

needle nose pliers to change chan-

nels after the knob breaks or fiddling 

endlessly to adjust the horizontal and 

vertical holds. Today’s televisions of-

fer larger, thinner screens and, thanks 

to digital cable or satellite connec-

tions, provide a virtually unlimited 

number of channels. 

 However, some models require 

a tremendous amount of energy 

to operate — almost as much as a 

refrigerator. And the average Ameri-

can household owns 2.93 TVs, 

according to a 2010 Nielsen report. 

 All of this energy use adds up. 

Televisions in the United States 

alone use more than 46 billion kWh 

per year, or about 4 percent of resi-

dential electricity use. 

 In response to consumer con-

cerns, TV manufacturers are design-

ing sets that use less energy without 

sacrificing screen size or resolution. 

 Are you in the market for a new 

TV, or do you want to make sure 

you’re using your current TV effi-

ciently? These tips will help you tune 

in to big screen energy savings.

High-Definition=High Energy Use

 Although a high-definition TV 

(HDTV) transforms the latest 

blockbuster movie into a theater-

like living room experience, these 

sets generally use more power be-

cause of better picture clarity. Also, 

energy consumption often relates to 

screen size. The larger the screen, the 

more electricity required.

 Four types of TVs are currently 

available: plasma, liquid-crystal 

display (LCD), rear projection, and 

cathode ray tube (CRT). CRT tele-

visions are the most difficult to find 

because they employ old technology 

and screen sizes rarely top 40 inches. 

Plasma screens often are cited as the 

largest energy user mainly because 

their large 42-inch to 65- inch 

screens typically draw between 240 

Sources: CNET.com, Natural Resources Defense Council, Nielsen
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Click. 
    Pay. 

Whether you are busy taking 

care of your family, or just 

always on the go, we know how hard 

it is to get everything done in 24 hours. 

That is why your electric cooperative 

is now offering EnerStar E-Bill!

With EnerStar E-bill, members 

have the ability to pay bills online 

and view consumption history. You 

can take care of your electric bill any-

time – during your favorite TV show 

or after the kids have gone to bed.

 Just visit our website at www.

enerstar.com and click the E-Bill icon. 

You will be directed to our secure site. 

The first time you log on, you will 

need to create a user ID. You will need 

your e-mail address and a password 

chosen by you. You will also need your 

account number, which is located on 

an old paper billing statement. It’s 

really that easy!

  EnerStar E-Bill also offers ac-

cess to payment history and billing 

history. Actual copies of the billing 

statement can be downloaded into 

a printable PDF file. Members can 

assign multiple accounts to a single 

login. In addition, you can view 

charts of your monthly or average 

cost or usage of all accounts.  

 You can also elect to no longer 

receive a printed bill in the mail. Just 

click on the Start/Stop Bill Print link 

and make changes as necessary.

 EnerStar E-Bill is secure and 

designed to protect your account 

and payment information. You cre-

ate your own password and have the 

option to change it at any time as an 

added security measure. You can pay 

your bill online with a personal or 

business check, debit card or credit 

card. The information can be stored 

for future visits.

 We think you will enjoy the 

convenience that EnerStar E-Bill 

will offer and hope you will take full 

advantage of it. We’re always look-

ing for ways to serve you better!

Pay Online Now
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Going on vacation? Even if you 
plan to be away just a few days, 

you can save energy in your home 
when you travel. Here’s some tips 
from EnerStar Electric Cooperative 
that can give your energy bill a break 
when you take a break.

 Water heater. Turn down the 

temperature, so it doesn’t keep the 

water warm while you are away.

 Thermostat. During hot weather, 

turn up the thermostat on your air 

conditioning system. That way, you’ll 

save energy while ensuring that your 

home doesn’t get too warm.

 Refrigerator. Depending on 

food stored in your fridge, you may 

be able to turn the thermostat as 

high as 38 degrees without risking 

spoilage. Storing water-filled bottles 

in your refrigerator can prevent 

temperature fluctuations, which 

will save energy. Food in the freezer 

compartment will stay frozen if  

And while my energy bil l  can’t go camping or f ishing, there are some things I can do to 

l ighten its load. Like adjusting my thermostat and turning off the water heater before I 

leave. I ’m saving money even while I ’m on vacation. What can you do? Find out how the 

l i tt le changes add up at TogetherWeSave.com. 

I LIKE TO TAKE IT EASY ON VACATION. 
SO DOES MY ENERGY BILL.

TOGE THERW E S AV E .C O M

the temperature remains at minus  

5 degrees.

 Lights. Turn off all lights in your 

home. You may want to install timers 

on one or two lights for security.

 Electronics. Unless you’re 

recording something while away, 

unplug all of your electronic 

devices—computer, monitor and 

printer, TV and cable boxes, DVD 

player, microwave, and digital clocks. 

Any electronics with digital dis-

plays, instant-on features, or remote 

controls will consume energy even if 

they’re not in use.

 For other tips on how to save 

energy—and money—visit OR 

Touchstone Energy® Coopera-

tives energy-saving website, www.

TogetherWeSave.com.
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Before you head outside to 

tackle that shaggy lawn, 

please keep in mind these 

safety tips:

 Read the owner’s manual 

thoroughly before operat-

ing the mower. Learn the 

controls well enough to 

act instantly in an emer-

gency and to stop the 

machine quickly.

 If you have a gasoline-

powered mower, store the 

gas in a UL Listed safety 

can. Fill the mower out-

side, away from possible 

ignition sources. Before 

starting the mower, be 

sure it is on level ground 

and disengage all clutches.

 Always start the mower 

outdoors. Never operate 

the mower where carbon 

monoxide can collect, 

such as in a closed garage, 

storage shed or basement.

 Do not operate your 

electrically powered lawn 

mower on wet grass. 

Use an extension cord 

designed for outdoor use 

and rated for the power 

needs of your mower. To 

reduce the risk of cut-

ting the cord while you’re 

mowing, start in the area 

nearest the electrical out-

let, then mow away from 

the outlet so the power 

cord will trail behind you.

 Make sure all safety 

guards are in place and 

keep the mower’s blades 

sharp. If you hit a foreign 

object or have a mower 

malfunction, turn off the 

mower and disconnect 

the power cord before in-

specting for damage.

 Keep your hands and feet 

away from the mower’s 

blades. Never reach under 

the mower for any reason 

while the mower is oper-

ating and make all adjust-

ments with the motor off. 

 Safe footwear is impor-

tant, especially with walk-

behind mowers. Make 

sure your shoes provide 

good traction to reduce 

slipping and have sturdy 

soles to resist punctures. 

Never work barefoot or in 

sandals, canvas shoes, etc.

 Never leave a lawn mower 

“ON” while unattended. 

Curious children, eager 

to help, may get seriously 

injured.

Source: Underwriters 

Laboratories Inc.
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In a hurry? EnerStar’s convenient drop box is  
available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Located  
on the east side of the EnerStar parking lot.

  Drive Up – 
    Don’t Get Out!

III

In an effort to better communicate news 
and information to our membership,  

EnerStar Electric Cooperative is now of-
fering text message alerts regarding major 
power outages. 

 “We are excited to offer this new com-

munication tool to our membership,” said 

Angela Griffin, EnerStar’s Manager of 

Member Services. “We feel it will help 

us get the word out not only quickly, but 

directly to those who need it.” 

 Griffin noted the service will begin with 

the intent of sending power outage informa-

tion. “We anticipate text messages related to 

both planned power outages and updates on 

extended power outages,” said Griffin. 

 Griffin stated any text messages coming 

from the cooperative will be in the scope 

of breaking news. The cooperative realizes 

some members signing up for the text alert 

service may have to pay text messaging fees 

to their cell phone provider. There is no fee 

from the cooperative for this service.

 To sign up for EnerStar’s text messag-

ing service, members are encouraged to 

visit www.enerstar.com/alerts .
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Thanks to the military 

personnel who have 

fought for all of us, the star-

spangled banner yet waves 

O’er the land of the free and 

the home of the brave.

 Your fridge needs 
a retirement plan.
Get $35 when you recycle your old fridge.  
Plus, save up to $150 a year in energy costs.
It doesn’t make financial sense to keep an old fridge or freezer 
in your garage or basement – not when it uses up to four times 
the energy of newer models. And throwing it away isn’t a good 
long-term plan for the environment. Why not let us recycle it? 
We’ll haul it away free of charge, you’ll get $35 and you can 
save up to $150 a year in energy costs. Talk about a good return 
on investment.

Call 877-395-5535 or visit  
www.enerstar.com for pickup.

Refrigerators and freezers must be in working condition, and must be between 10 and 30 cubic feet in size, using inside 
measurements. Wabash Valley Power Association (WVPA) contracts with JACO Environmental, an appliance recycler, to pick up 
and recycle refrigerators and freezers that are in working condition. This program is funded by WVPA and is available to residential 
electric members in EnerStar Electric Cooperative territory on a first-come, first-served basis until funding is expended. Customers 
must own the unit(s) being recycled. Limit two units per residential address. A check will be mailed to participating EnerStar Electric 
Cooperative members within 4-6 weeks after the appliance collection. Some restrictions apply. © EnerStar Electric Cooperative  

$35
GET
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