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EnerStar 4th Grade Safety Day 
Success Again This Year!

The safety of our cooperative 

members is very important 

to us. So throughout the year, 

our cooperative does its part to 

 promote consumer education about 

how electricity works and how to 

prevent electrical accidents. We 

consider it part of our responsibility 

to our communities to make sure 

people of all ages respect elec-

tricity and know how to be careful 

around it. A perfect place to spread 

the word is with the youth in our 

 community. 

 Teaching electrical safety at a 

young age ensures those lessons 

and concepts will remain with 

the children as they mature into 

adults. That is why for the past twelve years, EnerStar Electric 

 Cooperative has sponsored the 4th Grade Safety Day in late 

April. The event is a prelude to the cooperative’s observance of 

Electric Safety Month in May.

 “This is one program that I really look forward to each year. 

Events like these are an important part of EnerStar’s mission,” 

said Angela Griffin, Manager of Member Services. “It gives us 

a chance to showcase the cooperative’s role in the community 

while educating our young on the proper way to handle an elec-

trical emergency.” 

 The main part of the program is a demonstration presented 

by Kyle Finley of Live Line Demo, Inc. A former journeyman 

 lineman, Finley teaches the students how electricity travels 

through wires. The display contains 7,200 volts of electricity 

and is constructed with the same poles, transformers and line 

hardware used by EnerStar. But he takes his lesson further as he 

teaches the children what happens if a kite hits a power line or 

the car they are riding in hits a utility pole. With the use of props 

such as a fake  squirrel, a hot dog and a balloon, Finley teaches 

the children about the many dangers of electricity and how to be 

safe around it.
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The Live Line Demo is followed with the 

personal testimony of  EnerStar member  Delmar 

Bell, a Paris farmer who was injured in a power 

line accident more than 20 years ago. The 

 accident caused Bell the loss of his arms. Bell 

explains that he participates in the event because, 

“I want young children to learn from my mistake. 

I never knew the slogan ‘Look up and live.’” Bell’s 

message really gets the student’s  attention.

 “Thank you for letting us go and see what 

electricity can do to us,” says a student from Paris 

Wenz School. “I learned that if you hit a power 

line, stay in the car.” 

 The impact of Mr. Bell’s personal testimony is 

obvious in many of the letters. “Delmar’s telling 

us what happened to him made me sad but it 

shows that you can go on.”

 “We really appreciate Delmar attending the 

Safety Day each year,” says Griffin. “I admire the 

fact that he has taking this tragedy and turned it 

into a positive experience. His message not only 

drives home the importance of being safe around 

electricity but also teaches the children 

a lesson on perseverance.” 

 “Thank you, once again, for 

 putting on a great electricity safety 

 presentation,” says Miss Kincaid, a 

teacher from Shiloh. “My students 

learned a lot and it helps to sup-

plement our science curriculum. 

I appreciate all of your hard work and 

effort for the 4th graders of Edgar and 

Clark counties.”

 Overall, the event was a huge suc-

cess as many students learned the 

importance of safety around elec-

tricity and more about the  local 

electric  cooperative. EnerStar and its 

employees are proud of what they ac-

complish each year. “It’s a neat program 

where kids have fun while learning a 

valuable lesson,” con cluded Griffin.
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Keeping cool:  
Tips for beating high summer electric bills

Don’t let warmer weather turn into 

 “summertime blues” when your 

monthly electric bill arrives. Here are some 

energy- saving tips from EnerStar Electric 

 Cooperative.

 Adjust the thermostat. As TogetherWeSave.com

demonstrates, during the warmer months, 

raising the thermostat a few degrees can save 

you money. Set the temperature between 78-

80 degrees  Fahrenheit, and you could save up 

to 8 percent on  monthly cooling bills. And 

programmable thermostats make it easy to 

save by offering four pre-programmed settings 

to regulate a home’s temperature throughout  

the year.

 Be a “fan-atic.” While they don’t replace air 

conditioners or heat pumps, fans move air and 

help you feel more comfortable. On milder 

days, fans can save as much as 60 percent on 

electric bills. Fans cool people, not rooms, so 

turn them off when you leave. 

 Regular maintenance is essential. EnerStar 

recommends that members have their HVAC 

(Heating, Ventilation and Air  Conditioning) 
systems serviced annually by a qualified 

HVAC technician. This HVAC professional 

will check your entire system to make sure it 

runs  efficiently. This will help to extend life of 

the system and save money. 

 Look for ENERGY STAR equipment. 

When it’s time to replace your cooling  system, 

TogetherWeSave.com recommends replacing 

it with an ENERGY STAR- qualified model. Doing so 

could reduce your energy costs by as much as 30 percent. 

EnerStar and Wabash Valley Power, the cooperative’s 

wholesale power supplier, have teamed up to offer you 

rebates on new heat pumps. Visit www.powermoves.

com for more information on rebates.

 Bigger isn’t always better. Too often, cooling equip-

ment isn’t sized properly and leads to higher elec-

Office Closing
Thursday, July 4th in observance

of Independence Day

tric bills. A unit that’s too large for your home will 

not cool evenly and might produce higher humidity 

 indoors. That’s why it is important to talk to energy 

 efficiency  experts at EnerStar Electric Cooperative. Call 

 EnerStar’s Tim Haddix at 800-635-4145, extension 117 

for helpful advice when upgrading your system.

 For money saving energy ideas, visit www.togetherwe 

save.com.  
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