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 Illinois electric cooperatives, 

including EnerStar Electric Coop-

erative, have received $1.5 million 

in federal American Recovery and 

Reinvestment Act funds through the 

Illinois State Energy plan. With this 

funding, the electric cooperatives are 

launching a residential energy ef-

ficiency program called HomE.

 The HomE program involves a 

refundable $25 home energy evalua-

tion provided by EnerStar personnel. 

Based upon this energy evaluation, 

residential members are then eligible 

for a series of rebates for making en-

ergy efficiency improvements to their 

homes. If a member claims a rebate, 

the $25 evaluation fee is refunded.

 The maximum rebate per house-

hold is $1,500. Rebate funds will be 

provided to qualifying members who 

participate in the program and com-

plete the efficiency improvements.

 Only residential EnerStar mem-

bers who have had the energy evalu-

ation are eligible for these rebates. 

The program is only available to 

existing homes and to those who do 

not qualify for other energy efficiency 

grant programs available through 

Illinois Home Energy Assistance 

Program (ILHEAP). These rebates 

may be combined with other federal 

and state rebates and incentives.

 To request a home energy evalua-

tion, contact Tim Haddix, EnerStar’s 

System Engineer and Energy Advi-

sor, at 1-800-635-4145, ext 617 or via 

email at thaddix@enerstar.com.

 Visit www.enerstar.com for 

updates on this program and other 

energy efficiency incentives that may 

be available to you.

Additional Rebates
Heat Pump Rebates

 EnerStar Electric Cooperative, with funds available 

through our power supplier Wabash Valley Power As-

sociation, is offering additional incentives to residential 

members for upgrading to a new, more efficient electric 

air source or ground source heat pump heating and cool-

ing system.

 The rebate is $150/ton for geothermal and $125/ton 

for air source up to 10 tons total. Learn more at 

www.enerstar.com under Energy Efficiency Programs.

Clothes Washer Rebates

 EnerStar Electric Cooperative members with electric wa-

ter heaters may qualify for a $50 rebate when they purchase 

an ENERGY STAR clothes washer after April 15. Learn 

more at enerstar.com under Energy Efficiency Programs.

Product Type
Required 

Efficiency Level
Rebate

Geothermal closed loop, water-
to-air

14.1 EER

3.3 COP
30% rebate up to $1,500

Geothermal closed loop, water-
to-water

15.1 EER

3.0 COP
30% rebate up to $1,500

Air-source heat pumps ≥SEER 16 $1,000

Central air conditioning ≥SEER 16 $350

Natural gas or LP furnace AFUE ≥ 95% $350

Heat pump water heater
ENERGY STAR 

qualified
$250

Insulation/air sealing N/A
30% of project costs, maxi-

mum $500
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EnerStar Electric Cooperative exists to reliably distribute affordable electricity to its 
member-owners while upholding our values of integrity, accountability, and commitment 
to our community.

The safety of our members is im-

portant, so throughout the year,

EnerStar does its part to promote

consumer education about how

electricity works and how to prevent

electrical accidents. We consider

it part of our responsibility to our

communities to make sure people of

all ages respect electricity and know

how to be careful around it.

 A perfect place to spread the

word is with the youth in our com-

munity. Teaching electrical safety at

a young age ensures those lessons

and concepts will remain with the

children as they mature into adults.

That is why for the ninth consecu-

tive year, EnerStar Electric Coop-

erative sponsored the 4th Grade

Safety Day in late April. The event

is a prelude to the cooperative’s

observance of Electric Safety Month

in May.

 “Events like these are an impor-

tant part of EnerStar’s mission,” said

Angela Griffin, Manager of Mem-

ber Services. “It gives us a chance to

showcase the cooperative’s role in

the community while educating our

young on the proper way to handle

an electrical emergency.”

 The main part of the program is

a demonstration presented by Kyle

Finley of Live Line Demo, Inc. A

former journeyman lineman, Finley

teaches the students how electricity

travels through wires. The display

contains 7,200 volts of electricity

and is constructed with the same

poles, transformers and line hard-

ware used by EnerStar. But he takes

his lesson further as he teaches the

children what happens if a kite hits

a power line or the car they are rid-

ing in hits a utility pole. With the

use of props such as a fake squir-

rel, a hot dog and a balloon, Finley

teaches the children about the many

dangers of electric-

ity and how to be

safe around it.

 “It really is an

awesome pro-

gram and I am

very proud of our

involvement with

it,” says Griffin.

“Kyle really gets

on the children’s

level and they hear

his message loud

and clear.”

 “Thank you for

giving your time to

teach us about electrical safety, I re-

ally appreciated it,” said Crestwood

School student Zach. If a vehicle

he was traveling in ever hit a utility

pole, he understood, “Do not get out

of a car.”

 Another student Parker said, “I

had a great time the other day. You

guys did a perfect performance

yesterday. I like Rocky the most. So

thank you.” Rocky, the pet name for

a fake squirrel that “breathes fire”

when electrocuted is always a big hit

with the children, Griffin explained.

 After the Live Line Demo, the

students also had the opportunity

to witness the important role of the

utility lineman. They watched Ap-

prentice Lineman Russ Camp climb

a utility pole and lift the bucket in a

utility truck. Camp and fellow Jour-

neyman Lineman Keith Borchers

told the children about their job and

why it is important. They assisted

the children as they participated in

the “Lineman Rodeo” games and try

on the linemen’s gear. The children
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are always amazed that the

equipment is so heavy, espe-

cially the 20-pound tool belt.

 Overall, the event was a

huge success as many students

learned the importance of safety

around electricity and more about

the local electric cooperative.

EnerStar and its employees are

proud of what they accomplish each

year. “It’s a neat program where kids

have fun while learning a valuable

lesson,” concluded Griffin.
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POWERING OUR FUTURE
You depend on electricity to always be there, whenever you flip 

a switch or plug into an outlet. Providing a reliable, affordable 

electric power supply is our job at Wabash Valley Power.

While continuing to purchase electricity on the wholesale 

market, Wabash Valley Power also concentrates on power 

plant ownership.

Gibson Unit 5
Baseload Plant
Fuel: Coal
Total Facility Output: 625 MW
WVP Portion: 156 MW

Baseload Power Plants

Baseload power plants represent the backbone 

of the power supply system. They are built for 

strength, reliability and duration rather than 

speed. Baseload plants are designed to pro-

vide the constant base of power that is needed 

around the clock and throughout the year.

Intermediate Power Plants

Intermediate power plants can also operate 

for considerable periods of time, but generally 

don’t run constantly.

Peaking Power Plants

Peaking power plants operate primarily dur-

ing times when power use is at its peak — for 

example, on a hot summer afternoon or on a 

cold winter night.

Wabash River Unit 1- IGCC
(Integrated Gasification Combined Cycle)

Baseload Plant
Fuel: Syngas, Natural Gas
Total Facility Output: 210 MW Syngas,
262 MW Natural Gas

Holland Energy
Intermediate Load Plant
Fuel: Natural Gas
Total Facility Output: 627 MW
WVP Portion: 313 MW

Vermillion Generation Station
Peak Load Plant
Fuel: Natural Gas
Total Facility Output: 640 MW
WVP Portion: 160 MW

Lawrence Generating Station
Peak Load Plant
Fuel: Natural Gas
Total Facility Output: 300 MW
WVP Portion: 100 MW

Natural 
Gas 4.2%

Renewable 4.3%

Nuclear 6.1%

Fixed Contracts 7.0%
(non-plant specific)

Pet Coke 15.3%

Coal 63.1%

Wabash Valley Power Fuel Mix
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Renewable resources are a growing part of Wabash Valley Power’s energy portfolio. Renewable resources supply 

more than 4 percent of the association’s total member energy requirements. The “earth-friendly” power provided by 

renewable energy can come from many different sources, including solar, wind, biogas and methane from landfills.

Landfill Gas Plants
Fuel: Methane
WVP Output: 33 MW

Bos Dairy Farms
Biogas Plant

Herrema
Dairy Farms

Hiddenview
Dairy Farms

Fuel: Cattle Waste

Sunvention
Solar Farm

Fuel: Solar

Wabash Valley Power
Plant Map Power Plants

A. Deercroft I & II
B. Gibson Station
C. Holland
D. Jay County
E. Lawrence Generating Station
F. Liberty
G. Oak Ridge
H. Prairie View I & II
I. sgSolutions™ 
 & Wabash River Unit I
J. Twin Bridges I, II & III
K. Vermillion Station
L. Wheeler

AgriWind Wind Farm
Fuel: Wind
WVP Output: 8 MW

Story County Wind Farm
Fuel: Wind
WVP Output: 21 MW
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Avoid Power Lines
Overhead wires enter houses and 

buildings at places called 

service drops. Service 

drops are not insulated, so 

never attempt to touch 

these wires.

 Storms or ac-

cidents can sometimes 

cause power lines to fall 

to the ground. Assume any 

wire lying on the ground 

is carrying electricity and 

stay away from it. If you 

spot a downed wire, imme-

diately call your local police 

and EnerStar Electric Co-

operative. Keep others from 

getting near the downed 

wire until help arrives.

Tree Safety
 Tree limbs that grow up near 

power lines can be unsafe. If you 

climb such a tree, you could get hurt 

from electrical shock. Never trim 

trees near power lines – if you see 

a tree growing too close to power 

lines, contact EnerStar to report it.

Hot Tubs and Pools
 Water and electricity never mix! 

Keep electronics like radios away 

from pools and hot tubs, and watch 

for overhead power lines when 

cleaning pools, sailing or fishing. 

Never install pools underneath or 

near power lines. Never touch an 

electrical appliance if you are wet; 

always dry off completely.

Outdoor Electronics
 Be careful when using electrical 

appliances outdoors. Whether it's 

a bug zapper, an electric charcoal 

lighter, or a radio or CD player, use 

outlets that have weatherproof covers 

and ground fault circuit interrupt-

ers (GFCI) to prevent serious shock 

injuries. Use portable GFCIs for 

outdoor outlets that don’t have them.

Kites and Balloons
 Since overhead power lines are 

not insulated, a kite or balloon 

string can conduct electricity to 

the ground. If a kite gets stuck in 

a tree that is near power lines, do 

not climb up to get it. Fly kites and 

model airplanes in large open areas 

like a park or a field.
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Rep. Roger Eddy met with two

students representing EnerStar

Electric Cooperative during the

Illinois Electric and Telephone Co-

operatives Youth Day on Wednes-

day, April 21, in Springfield. The

students had an opportunity to

view state government in action on

probably one of the busiest days

this year at the state capitol. More

than 200 interest groups and an

estimated 15,000 people converged

on the statehouse to ask lawmak-

ers to approve a tax hike in order

to avoid major budget cuts. The

students also heard from State

Treasurer Alexi Giannoulias during

their lunch break.

 Pictured from left are: Makalya

Wycoff from Clark County, Repre-

sentative Eddy and Mary McKee of

Edgar County.

 The day was sponsored by the Il-

linois electric and telephone co-ops

and is designed to introduce young

rural leaders to state government.

There were 246 students represent-

ing co-ops from across the state.

Office
Closing

July
5th

in observance of the 
Independence Day holiday
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If your home is too hot in the sum-

mer, there are many ways you can 

help keep heat out of your house. 

Planting trees, for instance, is one 

of the best ways to diffuse the hot 

summer sun before it enters your 

home. But a surprising amount of 

heat comes from inside your home.

 The biggest sources of internal 

heat gain are lights and appliances. 

Reducing their use will save electric-

ity and keep your home cooler. In 

humid climates, moisture that is re-

leased by cooking, bathing and other 

activities will also make it harder for 

air conditioners to cool your home. A 

drier home feels more comfortable.

Here are some easy ways to keep 
cool in the summer:

• Replace standard incandescent 

light bulbs with compact fluores-

cent light bulbs. The electricity 

used by standard bulbs produces 

10 percent light and 90 percent 

heat. Also, compact fluorescent 

lights are cheaper to operate.

• Schedule heat-producing chores 

like baking or doing the laundry 

after the hottest part of the day.

• Install an insulating jacket on your 

water heater.

• Use kitchen and bathroom fans to 

remove heat and moisture during 

and after cooking and bathing.

• When replacing appliances, buy 

those with the Energy Star® label. 

These appliances conserve energy 

and release less unwanted heat.

• If you are home during the day, 

use a room fan to create a cooling 

breeze.

• If you live in an area where eve-

nings are cool, don't forget about 

the cheapest cooling method of all. 

Open your doors and windows, or 

run window fans. This will move 

cool evening air through your 

home for almost no cost.

Source: Chris Dorsi is a nationally recognized 
expert on energy efficiency. For more free energy-
saving tips, visit the Saturn Resource Manage-
ment Web site at www.srmi.biz

Right now, multiple rebates are being offered  

through the state and your local electric cooperative  

that can save you money and cool you off. 

In addition, a federal tax credit worth up to 30% of your 

new system’s cost is available until the end of the year.

Maybe it’s time to upgrade 
your cooling system.
SAVE UP TO
$1500

WHEN YOU UPGRADE  
YOUR OLD ELECTRIC  

COOLING/HEATING SYSTEM 
Promotion ends November 15, 2010

Call your EnerStar Electric Cooperative Energy Advisor at 217-463-4145 or visit  
www.enerstar.com for more details on current state and local rebates. 
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JULIE, Inc., also known as the 

Illinois One-Call System, recently 

announced the launch of a new 

national 811 “Call Before You Dig” 

number to help prevent homeown-

ers and professional excavators from 

damaging underground utility lines 

while digging and causing injury or 

service outages.

 “Knowing where utility lines are 

buried before each digging project 

helps protect those who dig from 

injury, expense and penalties,” said 

Mark Frost, Executive Director of 

JULIE, Inc. “One easy phone call 

to 811 will get the approximate 

location of underground utility lines 

marked for free.”

 In addition to JULIE’s existing 

telephone number 1-800-892-

0123, 811 is a new FCC designated 

national N-11 number that will 

assist excavators with reaching the 

one-call center. This quick and effi-

cient one-call service will notify the 

appropriate member utilities, who 

then send locators or locate techni-

cians to the requested site to mark 

underground lines for free.

 “Safe digging is no accident. 

Regardless of the project size or 

depth, always call 811 before you 

dig,” Frost continued. “Call center 

representatives at JULIE are avail-

able to receive and process calls 24 

hours a day, seven days a week.”

Safety Tips
 Today, more member utility com-

panies that supply power, gas, water 

and telecommunications are deliver-

ing these services underground. The 

following are a few safety tips when 

planning outdoor projects:

• Call JULIE (simply call 811 or 

 1-800-892-0123) before you dig;

• Wait the required amount of 

 time (two working days);

• Respect the marks; and 

• Dig with care.

Types of Outdoor Projects

 For homeowners or contractors 

considering any improvements or 

repairs, following a few precautions 

can help avoid a painful and costly 

accident. Common examples of 

homeowner projects that require a 

call to JULIE before digging include 

putting up a fence; installing a swing 

set, a mail box post or water feature 

such as a pool, pond or fountain; 

building a deck or room addition; 

preparing a new garden area; or 

planting trees, bushes or shrubs.

JULIE, Inc. is a not-for-profit 

corporation that serves as a notifica-

tion service for underground facility 

owners, taking information about 

planned excavations and distributing 

this information to its membership. 

It is then the responsibility of each 

facility owner to mark the location 

of their underground facilities at the 

excavation site. 

JULIE neither owns nor marks any 

underground facilities. Established 

in 1974, JULIE represents more 

than 1,700 utility members. For 

a copy of JULIE’s Homeowner’s 

Guide with additional safety tips, 

including the meaning of the dif-

ferent color flags and marks used by 

each utility locator type, visit www.

illinois1call.com.
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