
www.enerstar.com

 EnerStar employees recently received 

a safety honor during the Safety/

Supervisory Technical Conference held 

in Springfield. The awards were given 

to electric cooperatives with the “Best 

Accident/Illness Record” for 2011. 

The conference is sponsored annually 

by the Association of Illinois Electric 

Cooperatives (AIEC). Attendees 

learned about new rules for aerial 

devices, electrical burns, roadside 

inspections and other roadway  

safety issues. 

Highlights of the 73rd  
Annual Meeting of  

Members held on Saturday,  
March 17, 2012,  

will be published in the  
May 2012 issue of this  

publication. Submission 
deadlines for this issue fell 
before the annual meeting.

EnerStar receives safety 
awards at state conference

Pictured left to right are: Jim Miles, from the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives and EnerStar employees Kent Milbourn, Jon Farris, Mike Clark and 
Galen Satterfield.
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EnerStar has provided corporate 

cooperative member Syngenta 

Seeds with an energy efficiency incen-

tive grant to help install new efficient 

lighting and sensors in their ware-

house. Funds for the incentive were 

provided by EnerStar’s wholesale 

power supplier, Wabash Valley Power 

Association (WVPA), based out of 

Indianapolis, Indiana. The incentive is 

part of the new “PowerMoves” initia-

tive launched in 2012 by WVPA 

and its 26 member electric coopera-

tives, including EnerStar, to encour-

age co-op members to take action 

and make moves to save energy.

 “Energy efficiency is the most 

cost-effective resource we have as a 

power supplier,” said Peter Kollinger, 

CEO of EnerStar. “Building a new 

power plant is very expensive; so 

providing incentives to members to 

be as efficient as possible helps us 

manage our long-term supply costs.”

 With the lighting upgrades, 

Syngenta Seeds anticipates saving 

about 120,000 kWhs in the first 

year. “That’s money we can see 

on our bottom line,” says Darin 

Kohlmeyer, Assistant Plant Manager 

of Syngenta. “It’s great that we could 

partner with our electric cooperative 

to help us with this project.”

 If you are interested in how 

your business can be more energy 

efficient and the programs available 

to EnerStar members, please 

contact EnerStar’s Angela Griffin, 

by visiting the co-op’s website at 

www.enerstar.com or Power Moves 

at www.powermoves.com. Griffin 

encouraged residential members to 

watch for upcoming issues of the 

coop’s monthly magazine for more 

information on energy efficiency 

grants for the home.

Office Closing
Our office will be  

closed Friday, 
April 6 for  

Good Friday.

Enerstar member Syngenta  
receives Power Moves grant

Syngenta, a large industrial member at EnerStar Electric Cooperative in Paris, 
recently received a Power Moves energy efficiency grant from Wabash Valley 
Power, EnerStar’s wholesale power provider. The funds were used to help install 
new efficient lighting and sensors in their warehouse. Can your business benefit 
as well? Visit www.powermoves.com to learn more or contact EnerStar’s Angela 
Griffin at 800-635-4145. Pictured left to right: Plant Manager Doug Delong 
and Assistant Plant Manager Darin Kohlmeyer from Syngenta and EnerStar 
CEO Peter Kollinger.

For more information on energy efficiency grants 
from EnerStar for your home or business, visit  

www.powermoves.com
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twitter.com/enerstar

Find us on Facebook!   Follow us on Twitter!
www.facebook.com/Enerstar

Sign up for 
PowerText! 

Get text alerts to your  
mobile phone regarding 
major power outages!
It’s easy to sign up  
and a free service!

To sign up visit  
www.enerstar.com/alerts

Standard text messaging rates may apply

One Number  
Does It All
Regardless of your  
calling location...

Regardless of time of day...
24 hours a day/7 days  

a week, call 

1-800-635-4145

This number will handle all your 
calls and we can best serve you on 
this number. And remember, store the 
number in your home and cell phones!

Now is a great time  
to sign up for  
budget billing

 If an account is removed from 

budget billing for any reason, any 

balance on the account is due im-

mediately.

 Budget Billing is automatically re-

newed, unless terminated by either 

the member or the cooperative.

 Think you might be interested in 

EnerStar’s Budget Billing program? 

If so contact a Member Accounts 

Representative during normal 

business hours of Monday through 

Friday, 7:30 am to 4:30 pm at  

1-800-635-4145 or via email at 

billing@enerstar.com. 

Members wanting to elimi-

nate the fluctuations of their 

monthly electric bills are encouraged 

to sign up for EnerStar’s Budget Bill-

ing program. Now is a great time to 

make the switch. Read on to see just 

how easy it can be!

 EnerStar members with at least 

12 months of consumption history 

and with account balances paid in 

full are eligible.

 Monthly budget bills are re-

evaluated in April, August and 

December based on the account’s 

consumption history. If neces-

sary, the monthly amount will be 

adjusted accordingly.

 There is no “catch up” month. 

When reevaluating the account, 

any under-collected amounts 

and overpaid amounts are “rolled 

over” into the next 12 months.

 Monthly budget bills must be 

paid before the disconnect date. 

If payment is not received, the 

account will be removed from  

the budget plan. The account is 

not eligible for budget billing  

until a good credit history  

is reestablished.
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Generator safety  
brochure available

These tips will keep your family and linemen safe 

EnerStar Electric 
Cooperative has brochures 
available on how to operate  
a portable generator safely. 
Be sure to pick one up  
at our office or call us at  
800-635-4145 and we  
will mail one to you.

For additional electrical genera-
tor and safety information, visit 
www.SafeElectricity.org.
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You can use a portable generator to supply 

electricity to your appliances if an emergency exists during 

a power outage. But if used improperly, they can kill you 

and the people who are restoring power to your building. 

They also can damage the appliances you connect.

Generator sizes vary. Common units can be from 8 to 

14 horsepower and capable of handling from 4,000 to 

8,400 watts (including starting surge requirements). Prices 

may range from $800 to $3,000.

Connecting a generator to the main electrical supply 

for your house requires the services of a qualified, quali-

fied electrician. Installing the connection and switch (as 

explained inside) can cost $600 to $1,000.

Before connecting the generator to your household 

circuit, notify your electric cooperative.

How to Operate A

Portable Generator
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Portable Generator Safety
Portable generators may come in 

handy during long-term power 
outages, but recent studies show that 
an overwhelming percentage may be 
installed incorrectly. Take heed of 
these precautions:

Read and follow all manufac-
turer operating instructions to 
properly ground the generator. 
Be sure you understand them 
before hooking up the generator.
Maintain adequate ventila-
tion. Generators emit carbon 
monoxide. It is against fire code 
to operate a generator in your 
home, garage or other enclosed 
building. Place the generator in a 
dry location outdoors.
Never plug a portable electric 
generator into a wall outlet or 
connect directly to a home’s 
wiring. This can energize utility 
power lines and injure you or 
others working nearby. Electrical 
back feed can also damage the 
generator and home electrical 
equipment.
Turn off the generator and allow 
cooling before refueling. Gasoline 
and its vapors may ignite if they 
come in contact with hot com-
ponents or an electrical spark. 
Store fuel in a properly designed 
container in a secure location 
away from the generator or other 
fuel-burning appliances, such 
as water heaters. Always have 
a fully charged, approved fire 
extinguisher located nearby.
Protect your appliances. Turn off 
or disconnect all appliances and 
lights before you begin operating 
the portable generator. Once the 
generator is running, turn your 
appliances and lights on one at 
a time to avoid overloading the 
unit. Remember, generators are 
for temporary usage, prioritize 
your needs.
Generators pose electrical risks 
especially when operated in wet 
conditions. Protect the generator 

Shut down the generator 
properly. Before shutting down a 
generator, turn off and unplug all 
appliances and equipment being 
powered by the generator.
Remember maintenance between 
uses. Drain the gasoline from the 
generator while it is being stored. 
It’s also a good idea to inspect the 
fuel and oil filters, spark plug, oil 
level and fuel quality and start the 
generator on a regular basis before 
an emergency situation happens.

Got questions on your  
generator? Call EnerStar’s 
Mike Clark at 463-4145 or 
1-800-635-4145. Or you 
can reach him via e-mail at 
mclark@enerstar.com.

by operating it under an open, 
canopy-like structure on a dry 
surface where water cannot form 
puddles or drain under it. Always 
ensure that your hands are dry 
before touching the generator.
Keep children and pets away from 
portable generators at all times. 
Many generator components are 
hot enough to burn you during 
operation.
Use proper extension cords. Use 
only safety-tested, shop-type 
electrical cords designed and 
rated for heavier, outdoor use 
to connect appliances. Many 
generators are equipped with 
twist-lock connects to reduce 
the chance of accidental discon-
nections due to vibrations.
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