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Saturday, March 16, 2013
Crestwood School, Paris

7:30 – 9:00 a.m.
A pancake and sausage breakfast 

served by EnerStar employees

7:30-9:30 a.m.
Member registration

9:30 a.m.
Business meeting begins

All members in attendance at end of meeting 
receive a commemorative blanket!!!
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Dale English, candidate for 

District 3, has farmed for the 

past 35 years in the Redmon area. A 

1970 graduate of Paris High School, 

English received a B.S. degree in 

Agricultural   Economics from the 

University of Illinois in 1974. After 

working for the Farm Credit system 

for 3 years, he returned to the family 

farm and grain elevator in 1977.

 Dale was a director of the Citi-

zens National Bank in Paris for 23 

years until the merger with First 

Farmers Bank & Trust in 2012. He 

has been Supervisor of Buck Town-

ship for the past 17 years, and he 

serves as treasurer and elder for the 

Redmon Christian Church. English 

has been active in the Edgar County 

Shrine Club since 1980 and served 

as club president in 1993. He has 

served as a director of the Enerstar 

Electric Cooperative board since 

2004 and is a Credentialed Coopera-

tive Director.

 “I would like to see the coopera-

tive continue to focus on its main 

purpose of providing electricity to its 

members at the lowest possible cost. 

As we look to the future we must 

be open minded about alternative 

energy sources such as wind, solar, 

and nuclear power.”

 Dale and his wife Jan have been 

married for 31 years and have 2 chil-

dren and 5 grandchildren. They enjoy 

spending time with their family, golf-

ing, and traveling when not farming.

David and his family have 

resided in rural Clark County 

for the past 15 years. He grew up in 

central Missouri, attending college 

both at the University of Missouri 

and Tarkio College. He received his 

B.A. in Management and Market-

ing. For the past twenty plus years, 

David has been engaged in commer-

cial lending and business banking 

in the Wabash Valley area and is 

employed with First Farmers Bank 

& Trust as Vice President of Com-

mercial and Ag Lending. 

 David has been actively involved 

in the community for many years 

and currently serves on the board 

of directors for EnerStar in Paris. 

He has served in leadership at First 

Christian Church of Marshall, and 

the Emmaus and Great Banquet 

Communities and continues to be 

actively involved in teaching and 

other ministries. 

 David and his family strongly be-

lieve that we all should do our part, 

giving time back to the community. 

It is for this reason that he would 

like to continue to serve the commu-

nity as its District 6 representative 

for the EnerStar board. As a part of 

his continued efforts to better serve 

the membership, David also com-

pleted the Credentialed Cooperative 

Director’s training program in 2009. 

 In his free time, David enjoys 

fishing, boating, and outdoor activi-

ties. He and his wife Paula have one 

son at home, Caleb. 

EnerStar Electric Cooperative exists to reliably distribute affordable electricity 
to its member-owners while upholding our values of integrity, accountability, 
and commitment to our community.Mission statement

Upcoming Director Elections
EnerStar directors are cooperative members elected democratically by the Cooperative membership. The official 

notice of the meeting and voting ballots were mailed to all members around February 22, 2013. Ballots must be 

received in the cooperative office by Friday, March 15, at 4:30 or can be brought to the annual meeting on Saturday, 

March 16.

2013 Candidate for Voting District B, Representative District 6

2013 Candidate for Voting District A, Representative District 3

Dale English

David Sprigg
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Tom was born in Clark County 

and has lived there most of his 

life. Tom and Jan have been married 

fifty years. The family consists of a 

son, a daughter, their spouses, and 

seven grandchildren.

 He is a graduate of both the 

University of Indianapolis (1965), 

Indiana State University (1994), and 

taught school in Marshall for thirty-

five years. Tom is a member of Arm-

strong United Methodist Church 

and chairman of the church finance 

committee. He has been Chairman 

of the Board of the Clark-Edgar Ru-

ral Water District since its inception 

in 1988. Tom and Jan have operated 

a grain farm east of Marshall for over 

thirty-five years.

 Tom has been a member of Lions 

International for forty-five years. 

Two weeks after Hurricane Katrina, 

Tom and Jan began volunteering for 

mission work trips and have partici-

pated in fifteen. He has been through 

emergency response training with 

both the Methodist Church and the 

Red Cross.

 Tom states that the primary 

responsibility of a public utility board 

is to provide the most reliable service 

in the least costly method possible. He 

believes cooperatives provide an effec-

tive means for members to enhance 

their quality of life and improve their 

community. He wants to continue 

being a part of EnerStar’s progress by 

serving as your board member.

Rate Restructuring, Increase in April 2013
Due to rising wholesale elec-

tricity rates and increases in 

material costs, EnerStar Electric 

Cooperative rates will increase with 

the April 2013 billing statements. 

At the same time, the rates will be 

restructured and streamlined.  

 Year after year, expenses have 

significantly increased, but the coop-

erative has been able to absorb those 

increases by reducing operating costs. 

The last rate increase was in 2007, 

other than small Power Cost Adjust-

ments, which are based directly on 

our wholesale power supplier.

Cost of Service Study
 To determine where to set the new 

rates, EnerStar management, along 

with staff from the Association of 

Illinois Electric Cooperatives, con-

ducted a Cost of Service study. Rate 

design is a balancing act between 

meeting our revenue needs while 

minimizing the overall financial 

impact to our members. As a not-for-

Members may return their 
ballots one of two ways.

1. Return envelopes with ballots enclosed can be 
mailed or hand-delivered to the EnerStar office 
and must be received by 4:30 pm on Friday, 
March 15, 2013. Ballots received in the office 
after that date will be null and void.

2. Return envelopes with ballots may also be 
brought to the Annual Meeting on Saturday, 
March 16, 2013.

Tom Jones

2013 Candidate for Voting District C, Representative District 8
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profit organization, we must recover 

our costs of doing business, as well as 

maintain sufficient margins to reinvest 

in our electric distribution system.  

 In the study, costs are allocated 

appropriately to each consumer class 

(i.e. single-phase, small commercial) 

based on the service, equipment and 

infrastructure that is required to serve 

them. The results determined that 

the true cost of the “Distribution 

Facility Charge” is $44 per month for 

a single-phase account. The Distri-

bution Facility Charge, or “monthly 

minimum,” is the revenue required 

to cover all necessary infrastructure 

costs to have an electric meter set at 

a particular location whether or not 

any kilowatts are used. 

New rate structure and in-
crease April 2013
 When the current rate structure 

was implemented in 2007, the coop-

erative only charged $26 for the dis-

tribution facility charge and charged 

a higher rate for kilowatt hours in the 

lower consumption blocks. The new 

rates will be streamlined to clearly 

state the true cost.

 All single-phase accounts will 

now have a Distribution Facility 

Charge of $44 per month, which 

is the cooperative’s true cost. The 

Rate Restructuring, Increase in April 2013 (Continued from page 16c)

Single-Phase Electric Rate - Comparison of Old Rates to New Rates

Monthly Billing 
Statement

Does not include tax

2007 Rates
With PCA

2013 Rates $  Increase % Increase

500 kwh $97.10 $103.75 $6.65 6.8%

1000 kwh $155.70 $163.50 $7.80 5.0%

1500 kwh $209.31 $223.25 $13.94 6.7%

kilowatt hour charge will be a flat 

rate of 11.95 cents per kilowatt. The 

current Power Cost Adjustment is 

included in the new rates.

 With a complete overhaul of the 

rates, it is best to look at the bottom 

dollar, as in how this change affects 

the average member. The average 

residential member uses about 1000 

kilowatt hours per month. Above 

are three scenarios based on actual 

monthly consumption, and as you 

can see, the rate increase can vary by 

month based on how much electric-

ity you use. 

 All other single-phase accounts 

will now be billed under this new 

rate structure. Those accounts most 

affected by the change are seasonal 

accounts and grain bins, which paid 

a lower monthly minimum and a 

higher kilowatt price. A letter will 

be sent directly to those members 

outlining how the changes will 

impact their accounts. An insert on 

the new rates will be included in the 

March billing statements. 

 Also in April, rental fees for secu-

rity lights will increase by one dollar 

to $11.00 per month. Small commer-

cial rates and large power are being 

modified as well. Letters will be sent 

directly to those members regarding 

the rate changes.

 Rate increases are never easy 

and much has been done the last 

6 years to avoid a rate increase and 

to minimize the impact on the 

membership. We are committed to 

continue doing our best to minimize 

the impacts of these issues by being 

proactive in our planning, offering 

education on energy conservation 

and focusing on maintaining the 

reliability, quality and integrity of 

our systems. 

  Geothermal heat pump - $1500

  Air source heat pump - $1000

  High efficiency air conditioner - $350

  Heat pump water heater  - $ 250

  Insulation and air sealing – 50% of project costs up to $1000

  Energy audit – up to $300, must be completed by a BPI Accredited 

Energy Auditor

Rebates began on January 1, 2013, and will continue until the money is  
exhausted. Act quickly because this is a statewide grant.
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