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In 2011, the electric cooperatives 

of Illinois, including EnerStar 

Electric Cooperative, received $2.5 

million from the American Recov-

ery and Reinvestment Act program 

through the Illinois Department of 

Commerce and Economic Oppor-

tunity’s State Energy Plan. Those 

rebates were in turn distributed to 

co-op members for energy efficiency 

projects. This investment paid real 

dividends and helped prime the 

pump for nearly ten times that in 

energy efficiency investments. Better 

yet, the energy efficiency improve-

ments will multiply the savings for 

many, many years.

 The HomE energy efficiency 

rebate program was so successful in 

creating new jobs for heating and air 

conditioning contractors, plumbers 

and insulation installers, plus saving 

energy for co-op members that it is 

being repeated for a second but very 

limited time.

 If you didn’t get a chance to par-

ticipate in the first round of HomE 

rebates now you have a second 

chance. The rebates are available 

until funding runs out, or until June 

of this year.

HomE Lite Incentives Include:
 Geothermal system - $1,500

 Air-Source Heat Pump (16 

SEER or higher) - $1,000

 Insulation and Weatherization 

- 50 percent of total project 

cost, up to $1,000

 Heat Pump Water Heater - 

$250

 Commercial installations - 

$500 per ton of capacity, up 

to a maximum of $10,000 for 

geothermal and air source heat 

pumps.

 Energy Audit by BPI certified 

auditor - $300

Continued on page 16c  
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The annual meeting of members 

is just around the corner and 

the January 15, 2013, deadline to 

submit petitions is fast approach-

ing. If you are interested in running 

for election to the EnerStar Board 

of Directors, pick up your petition 

now!
 Prior to receiving a petition, 
candidates should verify with co-
operative personnel that they reside 
within an open Representative Dis-
trict. Petitions require the signatures 
of 15 EnerStar members who live 
in the candidate’s Voting District. 
All members signing petitions must 
have an original membership card 
on file and must be currently receiv-
ing electricity from the cooperative.
 Petitions first became available 
on November 27, 2012. Members 

can continue to receive petitions 
through January 15, 2013, the same 
day that completed petitions must 
be returned to the EnerStar office. 
The first day petitions may be turned 
in is January 2, 2013. 
 When petitions are submitted, 
candidates must provide a short  
biographical sketch, 250 words or 
less, and a digital photo that will 
be included in the official notice to 
members. The biography will also be 
included in the March 2013 issue of 
this publication. 
 The role of director is a huge 
commitment – of time, energy and 
education – more than most mem-
bers realize. The petition packet pro-
vides considerable detail about what 
to consider before accepting the role 
as director.

 To receive a packet or for ques-
tions regarding the petition process, 
contact EnerStar’s Vicki Ewing at 
800-635-4145 or e-mail her at  
vewing@enerstar.com.

2013 Annual Meeting

January 2, 2013 – First day to 
turn in petition and candidate 
biography and photo

January 15, 2013 – Last day 
to turn in petition and candidate 
biography and photo

March 16, 2013 – 74th Annual 
Meeting of Members

Voting District A -
Representative 
District 3
Currently served by 

Dale English, Paris

The Townships of 
Buck, Paris, Hunter, 
and Stratton in Edgar 
County, Ill.

3 year term

Voting District B -
Representative 
District 4
Currently served by 

David Sprigg,  

Marshall

The Townships of 

in Clark County, Ill.; 
all that portion of the 

lying north of the 
2000th Road in Clark 
County, Ill.; and all 
that portion of the 
Township of Wabash 
lying north of Inter-
state Highway 70 in 
Clark County, Ill.

3 year term

Voting District C -
Representative 
District 8
Currently served by 

Tom Jones, Marshall

All that portion of the 
Township of Wabash 
lying south of Inter-
state Highway 70 in 
Clark County, Ill.

3 year term
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EnerStar does its best to keep 

the power on 24 hours a day, 

7 days a week, and 365 days a year. 

Yet despite our best efforts, outages 

do occur. For most members, this is 

an inconvenience, but for those who 

depend on electricity to power life 

support equipment, an outage can 

present a real challenge. In storm-

related incidents, EnerStar cannot 

be responsible for health-related 

equipment. To protect yourself, be 

prepared by installing a generator or 

having some other form of backup 

plan.

 While most outages are weather-

related, a few are planned in advance 

for maintenance and construction 

purposes. For instances of a planned 

outage, EnerStar maintains a 

Planned Outage Call List for those 

members with a verified medical 

necessity. These members receive no-

tification in the event of a scheduled 

power outage.

 If you or a relative depend on 

electrically powered life support 

equipment and would like  

to be put on the call list for medi-

cal reasons, it is necessary for the 

member’s doctor to send a letter to 

EnerStar indicating the need for 

electrically operated life support. 

The letter should include informa-

tion regarding the person needing 

life support equipment, the type of 

equipment, and location informa-

tion. It is the member’s responsibil-

ity to keep all contact information 

updated with EnerStar. 

 It is important to stress that by 

being placed on the planned outage 

call list, EnerStar is in no way guar-

anteeing uninterrupted power sup-

ply. Members must make personal 

arrangements for both unplanned 

and planned outages. 

 If you or your business depends 

on uninterrupted power supply, 

the use of an electric generator is 

highly recommended and computers 

should have some sort of a battery 

back-up system. 

 To be placed on the Planned 

Outage Call List for medical  

reasons, contact Vicki Ewing at 

(800) 635-4145, extension 601.

Planned Outage 
If you depend on life support equipment, contact EnerStar

EnerStar members directly 
benefit
 In the first round of HomE 

rebates, EnerStar dispersed 

$37,767 directly to cooperative 

members for HVAC projects and 

home weatherization improve-

ments. 

 “We know a lot of members 

were unable to participate in the 

first HomE program for a variety 

of reasons so it is great to get this 

second, unexpected opportunity,” 

said Angela Griffin, EnerStar’s 

Manager of Member Services. 

“And some of these projects also 

qualify for additional rebates 

from Wabash Valley Power, the 

cooperative’s wholesale power 

provider, and as well, some of 

these projects qualify for federal 

income tax credits.”

 Griffin added that per rebate 

guidelines, any member who 

qualifies for low-income weath-

erization programs is not eligible. 

 For more information on re-

bates available after the new year, 

contact Griffin at 800-635-4145 

or via email at agriffin@enerstar.

com. 

“HomE” continued from page 16c  
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Seal, insulate and equip 

As the long winter nights set in, 

it is definitely time to think 

about staying warm and cozy over 

the winter months. Here are some 

tips to help maintain your comfort 

without blowing your budget: 

Air sealing 
 High impact areas to seal against 

leaks are found up high on your 

home such as: 

 Plumbing, wiring, light fixtures 

and ductwork penetrations 

from your attic into your home 

— use caulk to seal these areas. 

 The tops of wall headers — 

gently push back the insula-

tion on the attic floor to locate 

these areas and use caulk or 

spray foam to seal the cracks. 

 Attic access hatch located 

inside your home – If you have 

a simple flat board blocking 

the access hole, attach 3 inches 

of foam board insulation to 

the backside of the hatch. 

Apply weatherstripping to 

the lip that holds the board in 

place. Apply latches from the 

home side that will keep the 

board fitting snugly against the 

weather stripping. 

 It may not seem like a lot of 

air could escape through those 

places, but added together, 

they can create significant 

losses. In some cases, it is the 

equivalent of leaving a window 

open all winter! 

Insulation 
 We recommend R42 ceiling 

insulation to new homes built 

in our service territory. If you 

don’t have that, adding more 

may help keep you warmer 

this winter. 

 What does R42 look like? 

• Fiberglass batts —13.5 

inches 

• Blown-in fiberglass — 19 

inches 

• Blown-in cellulose — 13.5 

inches 

 But before you add insulation 

— re-read the section above 

and seal those air leaks! Air 

moving through insulation 

drastically reduces its R value 

and will make your hard work 

to install it for nothing.

Equipment 
 Check your filters monthly 

and keep them clean. 

 Don’t turn off your central 

heating system and use space 

heaters thinking you’ll save 

money on your heating bills. 

One little 1,500-watt electric 

space heater running eight 

hours a day for a month will 

use 360 kWh. At 12 cents per 

kWh, that will cost you $43. 

If you use it 16 hours a day, 

double your cost to $86 per 

month. Have more than one 

space heater? Multiply that 

number by $86. It adds up 

quickly. 

 Don’t “flip the switch” to 

emergency heat with your 

electric air-source heat pump. 

It knows when to switch 

automatically between the 

heat pump and the backup, 

or emergency, heat. If your 

heating technician told you to 

do that — find a new heating 

technician. If your house is not 

staying warm enough, call a 

technician to diagnose and fix 

the problem. Even if your air-

source heat pump is “running 

all the time” it is far more ef-

ficient (250 percent) than your 

electric back up (100 percent) 

and costs you less to keep your 

house warm. 

 Don’t be fooled by commer-

cials or ads that claim the 

heater in the fancy hand-

crafted wooden box are any 

more efficient than a $20 

“ugly” space heater from the 

discount store. They both use 

1,500 watts. And, 1,500 watts 

is 1,500 watts no matter how 

it’s dressed up. 

 Need more information or help 

making your home more energy 

efficient? Just call EnerStar’s Tim 

Haddix at 1-800-635-4145. He can 

give you ideas on how to fix your 

problems. And, it’s usually not as 

expensive as you might think to fix 

those problem areas. You will be 

more comfortable in your robe and 

slippers while the cold winds howl 

this winter, and you will save on 

your heating bill! 
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