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We’ve all seen large-scale “wind 
farms” in our area, and you may 
have even seen some smaller 
wind turbines or solar panel 
arrays at homes or businesses.

Smaller renewable energy 
systems are not common yet, 
but more and more people are 
considering them as a “green” 
option, and as a way to save 
money on their utility bills.

Since these types of systems 
have the capability of returning 
electricity back to the electric 
grid, there are some major safety  
considerations to sort out before 
you have a system installed. 

We recommend that anyone 
considering a renewable energy 
system contact our office as 

early as possible in the process. 
That way, you and your installer 
will have the information you 
need as you progress with your 
potential system. 

Here at Eastern Illini Electric 
Cooperative, we have a very 
generous “net-metering” 
program for member/owners 
that install a small-scale 
renewable energy system. 

The program is quite simple. You 
get a special electric meter that 
can track electricity going both 
to and from your location. Your 
monthly bill is based on your net 
electric use. For example, if you 
used 2,000 kWh in a month, and 
generated 500 kWh, you would 
be billed for 1,500 kWh. 

Although it is rare for residential 
systems, if you were to generate 
more electricity than you used, 
you would be paid back at our 
avoided cost rate.

The total system should not 
exceed 10 kW of rated system 
capacity. Eastern Illini employees 
will inspect the system before it 
is placed online, and we require 
insurance riders listing Eastern 
Illini on the policy. There is also a 
$500 charge for this program due 
to the additional equipment that 
must be installed.

For more information on our 
net metering program, please 
contact our office at 800-824-
5102 or visit our website at 
www.eiec.coop and follow the 
renewable energy link.

Considering renewable energy? Call us first!


