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Remembering when the lights came on.

In the 1930s, investor-owned utilities in Illinois 
decided it wasn’t in their (or their stockholders) 
best interest to provide electricity to the rural 
parts of the state. Th at led President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt and Congress to establish the Rural 
Electrifi cation Administration (REA).

Th e REA provided loans to 
groups of farmers that banded 
together to form cooperatives so 
they could receive some of the 
same comforts that “city folk” 
had already been enjoying.

A cooperative is a business that 
is owned by the people who use 
it - member/owners who have 
organized to provide themselves 
with the products and services 
they need or otherwise could not receive.

Rural electric cooperatives were established and 
continue to operate based on seven cooperative 
principles: voluntary and open membership; 

democratic member control; economic 
participation; autonomy and indpendence; 
education; cooperation among cooperatives; and 
concern for the community.

In the fall of 1938, Eastern Illinois Power 
Cooperative and Illini 
Electric Cooperative were 
formed. For a $5 membership 
fee, rural residents of east 
central Illinois could join the 
cooperative and fi nally turn 
the lights on!

Eastern Illini Electric 
Cooperative was then formed 
in 1987 by the union of those 
two cooperatives. 

Even though technology has changed quite a bit 
since 1938, Eastern Illini is still focused on one 
thing: providing you - our member/owners - with 
safe and reliable electric service - at the lowest 
possible cost. We are looking out for you.

We need your help to fi nd stories about the early years 
of rural electrifi cation in Illinois.

As we celebrate our 75th 
anniversary in 2012, we would 

love to hear stories from any 
members that were around when 

the lights were turned on. 

If you have any stories, please 
share them by contacting us at 

800-824-5102 or info@eiec.org. 
You can also drop a note in with 

your electric bill payment.


