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Where does your power come from?
When I started in the rural elec-

tric industry 40 years ago, I doubt 

many members of a cooperative 

would have bothered to ask such a 

question. You knew your local elec-

tric cooperative was looking out for 

your needs and ensuring you had 

a long-term and reliable supply of 

electricity. You also knew that nearly 

all of your electricity was generated 

locally. While some utilities might 

have a transmission tie or two with 

other nearby utilities, most utility 

systems were standalone systems 

with a tie for emergency use only.

As the saying goes, “Times they 

are a changing.” Technology and 

federal regulations have created a 

transmission system that is intercon-

nected with access to many sources 

of electricity generation on a full 

time basis; the “grid” as many call it. 

Years ago utilities looked inter-

nally for generation or contracted 

for long-term supplies; today utili-

ties use the interconnected trans-

mission system (or grid) to access 

electric generation that in years past 

was inaccessible. Instead of looking 

at self-generation as the most reli-

able source of electricity, today it is 

considered more as a buffer for price 

fluctuation or a hedge against future 

price increases of grid electricity.  

Our wholesale source of elec-

tricity is Southern Illinois Power 

Cooperative (SIPC) at the Lake of 

Egypt, south of Marion. SIPC is 

a member-owned generation and 

transmission (G&T) cooperative 

owned by seven distribution cooper-

ative in southern Illinois – Egyptian 

being one of them. 

At the Lake of Egypt site, SIPC 

has six generators, four fired by coal 

and two fired by natural gas. Three 

of the coal-fired generators are the 

original three units from when the 

plant was built in the early 60’s. In 

2002, the original coal boiler that 

provided steam to these units was 

replaced with a new circulating 

fluidized bed (CFB) boiler. Rather 

than getting into details, let me just 

say that CFB units have much lower 

emissions and are more efficient 

than the original boilers. The other 

coal-fired generator gets steam from 

a boiler built in the late 70’s. This is 

the largest unit SIPC has on site. 

While its boiler does not have as 

low emissions as the CFB, it does 

have precipitators, scrubbers and a 

Selective Catalytic Reducer to re-

move emissions, making it a cleaner 

boiler than many being removed 

from service today. The last two 

generators are turned by natural gas 

turbines and are used only in emer-

gencies, or when required to do so, 

as they are much more expensive to 

operate than the coal units.

SIPC also owns a portion 

(7.9 percent) of the Prairie State 

Generating Campus (PSGC) near 

Marissa. This new plant will be one 

of the most, if not the most, clean 

burning coal-fired plants in the 

nation. While PSGC has encoun-

tered some start-up hiccups, this was 

not unexpected. Building a power 

plant of this size with the complex-

ity of emission control equipment 

that is installed requires a period 

of time to adjust how equipment is 

operated. 

In addition to the generation at 

Lake of Egypt and PSGC, SIPC 

has long term contracts for power 

from the Pioneer Trail Wind Farm 

north of Champaign. SIPC also has 

28 MW of hydro-power from the

SouthEastern Power Administra-

tion. Both of these sources of power, 

as well as PSGC, are not within the 

transmission system of SIPC; their 

energy comes across the intercon-

nected transmission system. 

My point is that our world and 

SIPC are changing. In past years, 

your energy came strictly from 
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coal, whereas today a portion of it 

is coming from renewable sources. 

When renewable energy is competi-

tive with traditional sources, SIPC 

is prepared to act, as evidenced by 

the wind and hydro-power. SIPC 

is also a founding member of the 

National Renewables Cooperative 

Organization (NRCO). The mission 

of NRCO is to facilitate the devel-

opment and deployment of renew-

able energy resources. SIPC’s con-

tract with the Pioneer Trail Wind 

Farm came about due to NRCO.  

Not only is SIPC participat-

ing in national efforts to promote 

renewable energy, your cooperative, 

Egyptian Electric, also promotes 

renewable energy. For several years, 

Egyptian has made voluntary con-

tributions to the Renewable Energy 

Trust Fund with the Department 

Of Commerce and Economic 

Development (DCEO) so our 

members can apply for grants from 

the State of Illinois. We were not, 

and are not, required to do this. We 

just feel it is the correct thing to do 

for our members. In fact, 18 of our 

members have either solar or wind 

turbines on our system.

We support these systems not 

only by providing access to the 

DCEO grants, but through NET 

metering. NET metering allows 

these systems to use excess genera-

tion, they may have at certain times, 

to offset the energy they use when 

the system cannot produce enough 

electricity for their needs. 

 Egyptian not only supports small 

scale renewable energy, we’ve been 

working with a large developer of a 

solar farm. As a member of SIPC, 

we are unable to directly purchase 

the electricity ourselves, but we are 

the one that brought the developer 

and SIPC to the same table. We 

hope an agreement can eventually 

be reached that does not cause our 

members to pay more for electricity, 

yet allows the developer to recover 

their investment.

 Some believe the switch on coal 

should be turned off now. As good 

stewards of the environment, (SIPC 

has made many emission control 

improvements before being required 

to) if that could be done and provide 

our members with an economic and 

reliable source of energy, it would 

have taken place already. The fact 

is, renewable energy cannot replace 

baseload coal-fired plants entirely. 

The wind does not always blow and 

the sun doesn’t always shine. Yet 

you still want the lights to come on 

when you flip the switch and you 

want your costs to be reasonable.  

 The world is no doubt chang-

ing. We see it all around us. But 

as much as we sometimes want it 

to change right now, it isn’t ready. 

That’s the case with coal-fired power 

plants. While we would like coal to 

be used in an even more environ-

mentally-friendly method, technol-

ogy is not there yet. That’s why we 

need your help in sending a message 

to the EPA at www.action.coop. 

Eliminating the use of coal tomor-

row will create an electric system 

that lacks reliability and affordabil-

ity. Rather than outright eliminating 

the use of coal, let’s find a way to do 

it responsibly, with technology that 

allows us to use an abundant natural 

resource in a clean way. That way 

we’ll know where our electricity is 

coming from in the future.

Calling all high  
school seniors

 Applications are being accepted for the IEC Memorial 

Scholarships. A total of nine academic scholarships of $1,500 will be 

awarded: five to seniors who are daughters or sons of an Illinois electric 

cooperative member, one to a son or daughter of an Illinois electric co-

operative employee and three to sons or daughters of an Illinois electric 

cooperative member who will be attending a two-year Illinois commu-

nity college. A tenth scholarship will be awarded to someone attending 

the AIEC line worker’s school.

 To apply, visit Egyptian’s web site at eeca.coop. All applications 

must be received by December 31, 2014.
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Pay your bill online
Don’t forget you can pay your bill online with a 

credit card or electronic check, as well as view 

your historic usage at www.eeca.coop. Just click on the 

Pay Online button.

If it’s your first visit, you’ll need to create an account 

and password.  

If you wish to make an online payment without 

establishing an account, you can do so by going to  the 

SmartHub Online Payment link under My Billing 

and using the Pay Now option. All you will need is the 

account number on your bill.

Service Deposits

When final electric bills for members that move 

off the system, or accounts that have been discon-

nected for non-payment go unpaid, it becomes an 

expense to the Cooperative that must be budgeted 

for and covered by the electric rate. To keep costs 

as low as we can to members, your cooperative uses 

service deposits to minimize bad debt expense. 

In the past, service deposits were typically a flat 

dollar amount and were required to be paid by ev-

eryone unless they had a prior good payment record 

with the Cooperative. 

Technology now allows us to be more discern-

ing as to who must place a service deposit and how 

much. For several years we have used a third party 

company that provides us a credit risk analysis of 

someone applying for service. They base this analy-

sis on credit reports, balances owed to other service 

providers and other information. 

Our service deposit requirements are based on 

this analysis. Those with a 0-9.9 percent perceived 

risk of not paying bills are not required to post a de-

posit. Those with a 10-24.9 percent risk are required 

to post a deposit of $250 and those over 25 percent 

risk, a $500 deposit. After 12 months of service his-

tory with no more than two late payments members 

may request the deposit be returned to them.

For those that do not wish to post a deposit, 

EasyPay may be an alternative. The EasyPay sys-

tem allows members to pay for their electricity 

before they use it, just as you purchase gas for your 

car. When the system runs out of credit, the meter 

shuts the service off. As there is little risk of an un-

paid bill, a service deposit is not typically required. 

EasyPay members can make purchases as all mem-

bers do, in person, by mail or over the Internet. 

We now have a Facebook page!

To keep up with news about your cooperative, search 
for Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association from your 
Facebook account. Then click on the LIKE link. We’re putting 
cooperative, energy efficiency and other news we believe you 
are interested in, on our Facebook page. 

We do not monitor the Facebook page 24-7, so it should not 
be used to report outages or other service related issues. 
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Is it dark around your home?

 If it’s dark around your home at 

night, consider having a dusk-dawn 

light installed. We can install light-

ing that comes on in the evening 

and goes off in the morning on an 

existing meter or transformer pole. 

If service to your home is under-

ground, a wood pole will be needed. 

There are additional charges for 

poles and wires when an existing 

pole cannot be utilized.

 Sodium vapor lights are available 

in the following sizes and monthly 

rental fee:

Wattage Monthly Rental 
Fee

100 $9.00

250 $13.00

400 $16.00

 In the future, mercu-

ry vapor lights (the type 

that produces a whitish 

or cool white color) that 

fail will be replaced with 

sodium vapor. Sodium 

vapor lights have an or-

ange cast to them and 

are more efficient and 

environmentally-friendly.

 In the future, we may 

offer an LED outdoor 

light. While LED lights 

consume less electric-

ity and last longer, they 

are more expensive. We 

anticipate as companies 

move more manufacturing 

to LED lighting, the cost 

will come down.

Winter Survival Kit
Food: Keep canned foods that need no cooking on hand: canned tuna and chick-

en, crackers, dried fruits and nuts are good choices. Keep a supply of bottled water 

on hand (the water from your water heater can be used, just remember to turn the 

breaker to the heater off so that when power comes back on, it doesn’t burn an ele-

ment out due to lower water levels). 

Emergency items: Keep a flashlight (batteries last longer in LED flashlights), a 

battery operated radio and spare batteries handy. 

Warmth: Make sure everyone has plenty of warm clothing available; coats, sweaters 

and sweatshirts are necessities. Keep plenty of blankets around. Plan for an alternate 

heat source such as a fireplace or wood stove. If using portable heat sources such as 

kerosene or propane heaters, make sure you have a carbon monoxide alarm and fol-

low the manufacturers recommendations. Never use a grill or generator indoors. 

Severe winter storms 
often leave heavy 
accumulation of snow 
and ice in their wake, 
breaking tree limbs 
and poles, causing 
widespread power 
outages. While our 
crews will be hard 
at work restoring 
power, severe 
conditions can lead 
to longer restoration 
times than in 
warmer weather. 

Now is the time 
to put your 
winter survival 

kit together. 

Bundle up for winter


