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“President Obama has made it 

clear that our country needs 

an all-of-the-above strategy to de-

velop American energy – energy 

that’s cleaner, cheaper, and generates 

new jobs for Americans.” Those are 

the words of Ken Salazar, former 

US Secretary of the Interior on 

May 9, 2012 on the White House 

Blog. While the administration has 

consistently spouted an “all of the 

above” strategy, recent actions by 

the US Environmental Protection 

Administration (EPA) seem to have 

shifted to an “all-but one” strategy.

 On September 20 of this year, 

the EPA issued new proposed rules 

limiting the carbon dioxide (CO2) 

emissions of new coal- and natural 

gas-based power plants. The proposed 

rule sets the limits on CO2 emissions 

so low from coal plants that no new 

plant will be able to meet the limits 

without installing carbon capture and 

sequestration (CCS) technology. 

 While the electric industry has 

been researching CCS technology in 

laboratories and small pilot projects, 

the technology has never been used 

at a commercial scale power plant 

for a prolonged period. The electric 

industry does not know long-term 

costs or long-term maintenance 

requirements of a CCS system or 

if the technology is viable. In fact, a 

2012 Congressional Budget Office 

report states that engineers estimate 

CCS technology will increase the 

cost of electricity from coal by 75 

percent. In the competitive, deregu-

lated environment electric generating 

companies operate in, no company 

will be willing to invest billions of 

dollars on unproven technology. 

 In essence, while the 

Administration states a favored “all 

of the above” strategy, this rule will 

create a shift to an “all-but one” strat-

egy. Electric cooperatives strongly 

oppose this shift and believe the 

proposed rule should be withdrawn. 

Cooperatives support using a diverse 

fuel mix including renewable energy, 

natural gas, nuclear and coal to gener-

ate electricity. We also support the 

use of demand control and response 

and energy efficiency to use that 

generation wisely while keeping costs 

affordable.

 Coal prices have historically re-

mained affordable and relatively 

stable. On the other hand, natural gas 

prices and supply have shown incred-

ible volatility over time. According to 

the U.S. Energy Information Agency 

(EIA), the monthly average price of 

natural gas has varied from a low of 

$1.89 per million BTU to a high of 

$10.79 since 2000 alone. 
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Integrity : We are credible, trustworthy, honest and believable.

Jim Riddle
Executive 

Vice President/
General Manager

 Continued on page 16b

Office Closings
Christmas,

Wednesday, December 25

New Years,
Wednesday, January 1st

What to do if the power goes off
1. Check your main fuses or circuit break-

ers to ensure none of them have tripped.

2. Look at your meter. If you can read the 
numbers on the LCD display, there is 
power to the meter; you will need to 
check further for a breaker that has 
tripped or a fuse that has blown. If there 
are no numbers present on the display, 
there is no power to the meter.

3. To report an outage, call 800-606-1505

4. Make sure you have the name as listed 
on the account and if possible, the 
 account number.

Mission Statement: 
Improving the quality of life 

of our member-owners.

James B. Riddle
Executive Vice President/

General Manager

Board of Directors
Kevin Liefer, President

Randall Campbell, Vice President
Ken Jarrett, Secretary-Treasurer

Larry Ebers
Allen Haake
Paul Hicks

Gilbert Kroening
Steven Prest
Paul Pyatt

Egyptian1213_r4.indd   1 11/6/13   8:49 AM



16b • Illinois Country Living • www.icl.coop 

Accountability :  We act in accordance with our core purpose and values.

 Continued from page 16a

We’ve seen this “all-but one” strategy 

in our not too distant past. Concerns 

with our natural gas supply led 

Congress to pass the ill-conceived 

Power Plant and Industrial Fuel 

Use Act of 1978, prohibiting the use 

of natural gas for the generation of 

electricity. This forced electric utili-

ties with only two alternatives---coal 

or nuclear. With the cost of nuclear 

power plants exploding after Three 

Mile Island, coal was left essentially 

as the only source of baseload electric 

generation. As a result, cooperatives 

and utilities alike invested heavily in 

coal generation. 

 Congress finally repealed the 

mistake it made nine years later in 

1987. Rather than repeat mistakes of 

the past, cooperatives are urging the 

EPA to remove the proposed CO2 

emission limits at this time, while 

supporting research and technology 

development of CCS. 

 Rising costs of electric generation 

are not a concern of many investor 

owned utilities. Many of those that 

are not deregulated have the ability 

to pass environmental compliance 

costs directly on to their customers 

through automatic cost adjustments. 

The deregulated utilities don’t care 

about the cost of electricity as they 

don’t supply electricity any longer, 

just distribution services. The cost of 

electricity is someone else’s problem.

 At not-for-profit electric coopera-

tives though, our goal is to keep our 

members’ cost of electricity as low as 

we can. We’re looking out for you. 

 You can help us in this effort. Visit 

our website, www.eeca.coop and go 

to the Cooperative Action Network. 

You’ll find more information about 

this issue. Most importantly, you will 

be able to send a message to the EPA 

to let them know you support an 

“all-of the above” strategy to a cleaner 

environment. 

2014 IEC Memorial Scholarships available

We are pleased to announce 

that the Illinois electric 

cooperatives will again award 

seven academic scholarships to high 

school seniors through a memo-

rial scholarship fund designed to 

financially assist deserving students 

in the “electric cooperative family.” 

Additionally, an eighth scholarship – 

to assist with costs in attending 

an electric lineworker school 

– will also be offered.

 The eight scholar-

ships of $1,500 each 

will be awarded in 

2014 through 

the Thomas H. 

Moore Illinois 

Electric Cooperatives 

(IEC) Memorial 

Scholarship Program.

 Four scholarships will be 

awarded to high school seniors 

who are the sons or daughters of an 

Illinois electric cooperative member 

receiving service from the coopera-

tive. A fifth scholarship, the Earl 

W. Struck Memorial Scholarship, 

will be awarded to a student who 

is the son or daughter of an Illinois 

electric cooperative employee or 

director. The sixth and seventh 

scholarships are reserved for stu-

dents enrolling full-time at a two-

year Illinois community college who 

are the sons or daughters of Illinois 

electric cooperative members, em-

ployees or directors.

 The eighth annual $1,500 

scholarship, the “LaVern and 

Nola McEntire Lineworker’s 

Scholarship,” was created in 2011 

to help pay for costs to attend 

the lineworker’s school con-

ducted by the Association 

of Illinois Electric 

Cooperatives in 

conjunction with 

Lincoln Land 

Community College 

(LLCC), Springfield, 

IL. LaVern McEntire 

served as a lineman for 

McDonough Power Electric 

Cooperative from 1949 until 1991. 

He and his wife, Nola, endowed 

the new scholarship to financially 

assist deserving individuals in be-

coming trained lineworkers. Sons 

and daughters of co-op members; 

relatives of co-op employees or di-

rectors; individuals who have served 

or are serving in the armed forces 

or National Guard; and individuals 

participating in the LLCC line-

worker’s program are all eligible for 

the lineworker’s scholarship.  

 “We hope to assist electric coop-

erative youth while honoring past 

rural electric leaders with these 

scholarships,” says Jim Riddle, 

EECA Executive Vice President 

and General Manager. “Egyptian 

Electric and the other Illinois elec-

tric cooperatives are always seeking 

ways to make a difference in our 

communities. One of the best ways 

we can do that is by helping our 

youth through programs like this 

one. In addition, we are very pleased 

to offer the electric lineworker’s 

scholarship. It will benefit not only 

electric cooperative youth but also 

those fine men and women who 

have served their country through 

their military service and may now 

be wanting to become a trained 

lineworker.”

 For more information regarding 

the scholarships and to apply on-

line, visit www.eeca.coop. All neces-

sary paperwork has been sent to area 

high school guidance counselors and 

is also available for download at the 

cooperative’s website.
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Commitment to Community: We show compassion, care and courtesy to our members and the communities we serve.

The best of the best

That’s something many of us 

strive for in our jobs, careers, 

hobbies or other passions: to be able 

to prove that our skills are better 

than or comparable to our peers. 

Our recognition could be through 

award ceremonies, car shows, public 

viewings, ag shows or through di-

rect competition. For linemen, it’s 

called a rodeo, although there is no 

bronc or bull riding. Ropes are used, 

but not for lassoing livestock. 

 Recently three lineman and 

an apprentice competed at the 

International Lineman’s Rodeo and 

Expo outside Kansas City, Kansas. 

And they showed they are some of 

the Best of the Best. 

 The line crew of Andy Ahner, 

Matt McElroy and Mike Smith 

took second place overall in the 

Hurt Man Rescue event, competing 

against 209 other teams. The event 

simulated the rescue of an injured 

lineman on a pole that had an ener-

gized transformer on it. When the 

judge signals for time to start, the 

rescuing lineman must step into his 

hooks, fasten them, position and fas-

ten his line-belt and safety harness 

around his waist and begin his climb 

up the pole. 

 When he gets into position near 

the top of the pole, he must first 

open the fuse to the transformer 

with a fiberglass stick and then re-

move the energized wire from the 

overhead conductor feeding the 

transformer and fuse. 

 As soon as all equipment is de-en-

ergized, he reaches for the hand line 

that he then ties under the chest of 

the injured lineman (a mannequin 

that weighs 150 pounds). When the 

men on the ground have control of 

the hand line, he then unbuckles the 

injured man’s line belt and safety 

harness and guides the hand line as 

the men on the ground lower the 

injured to the ground.

 While the one lineman is climb-

ing the pole, the first crewman on 

the ground 

dons his rub-

ber gloves 

and guides 

the hand 

line (he must 

use his rub-

ber gloves 

as the hand 

line could be 

entangled in 

the energized 

wires over-

head). The second crewman on the 

ground is simulating a dispatch call 

with a judge to report the injury and 

request of emergency personnel. 

 The three Egyptian men com-

pleted their hurt man rescue compe-

tition in 1:22.03 minutes. The first 

place team finished in 1:21.24 min-

utes, less than one second quicker 

than the Egyptian crew. 

 Ronnie Gill, an apprentice line-

man for Egyptian also competed in 

the Hurt Man Rescue apprentice 

division. The apprentice competition 

differs only slightly from the crew 

rescue in that the simulation does 

not include energized equipment 

or other crewmen. The apprentice 

must climb the pole, tie off the in-

jured lineman, cut his safety belt and 

lower him to the pole by himself. 

 Gill performed the task in 1:11.75 

minutes to take fourth place overall 

out of 219 competitors. The best 

time for the event was 1:04.91 

minutes. 

 Congratulations to Andy, Matt, 

Mike and Ronnie for being some of 

the Best of the Best. 

Mike Smith, Bill Korando, EECA Foreman, Andy Ahner, Matt 
McElroy and Ronnie Gill (kneeling) pose after receiving their 
award plaques at the 2013 International Lineman’s Rodeo and 
Expo.
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Teamwork: We work together to provide excellent service.

Is your house dry in winter?

Ahouse that has air that is too 

dry in the winter causes static 

electricity, furniture to have loose 

joints and skin to be dry and itchy. 

In other words, not a very comfort-

able place to spend the majority of 

your time. Dry houses can be caused 

by a number of factors.

 Over the years, I’ve heard many 

members say that their heating sys-

tem uses dry heat and that’s what 

causes their house to dry out. A ma-

jority of these involve wood burners 

or wood stoves. Okay, if there is a 

dry heat, doesn’t there also have to 

be heat that isn’t dry, or in other 

words, wet heat? Truth is, heat is 

heat; it can’t be dry or wet. It’s just 

energy, btus if you will. 

 Wood burners or wood stoves 

dry homes out because they get 

their combustion air from inside 

the house and then send it up the 

flue in the form of smoke. The same 

amount of air that goes out has also 

got to be sucked in through cracks 

in the house. Cold air is as dry as it 

is dense and can hold little moisture. 

As we send warm moist air up the 

chimney, it is replaced by cold, dry 

air. 

 Homes also dry out due to leaks 

in the building shell. Stack effect 

causes warm, moist air to rise and 

leak out of the house through leaks 

between the ceiling and attic. These 

can be from holes for wires, recessed 

lighting, recessed soffits, 

plumbing vents or duct 

chases. Just like a chimney, 

that air is replaced by cold 

dry air from outside.

Instead of putting out 

pans of water to evaporate 

or installing a humidifier 

on your furnace, consider 

attacking the source of 

dryness. If you are using a 

wood burning device, con-

sider replacing it with one 

that uses outside air for 

combustion. 

 If you don’t have a fos-

sil fueled heating system, then your 

home most likely has excessive air 

leakage. A blower door test can as-

sist you in finding those locations. 

You can also find many yourself. 

Walk around your home, includ-

ing the basement, and look for any 

perforation in the building exterior. 

In the attic, look for wiring and 

plumbing vents rising from walls 

below. Make sure attic access doors 

or stairs are air-sealed and insulated. 

If the attic insulation is fiberglass 

batts, look for dirty areas. These are 

an indication that air has been pass-

ing through the batt and it has been 

filtering the air as it passes through.

 With new building materials and 

techniques, most newer houses do 

not tend to dry out as older houses 

do. If your newer, or older house for 

that matter, has condensation on 

windows, it could be an indication 

you have too much moisture in the 

house. This could be from a crawl-

space that lacks a vapor barrier over 

the soil or from a humidifier on the 

heating system.

 Homes should be kept between 

40 and 50 percent relative humid-

ity in the winter. Below that, the 

house will feel dry and uncomfort-

able, above that, moisture related 

condensation and other problems 

can occur. Consider purchasing an 

inexpensive hygrometer (meter that 

indicates relative humidity) for your 

home. Many times these are found 

in a three-station set that includes a 

thermometer and barometric meter 

as well. 
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TOGETHERWESAVE .COM

GUESS WHICH HOUSE HAS BETTER INSULATION IN THE ATTIC.
Effective insulation keeps heat from 

getting to your roof. Find out what 

you can do at TogetherWeSave.com.
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