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Integrity : We are credible, trustworthy, honest and believable.

Jim Riddle
Executive 

Vice President/
General Manager

 Continued on page 16b

Office Closings
Labor Day, 

Monday, September 3

What to do if the power goes off
1. Check your main fuses or circuit break-

ers to ensure none of them have tripped.

2. Look at your meter. If you can read the 
numbers on the LCD display, there is 
power to the meter; you will need to 
check further for a breaker that has 
tripped or a fuse that has blown. If there 
are no numbers present on the display, 
there is no power to the meter.

3. To report an outage, call 800-606-1505

4. Make sure you have the name as listed 
on the account and if possible, the 
 account number.

Mission Statement: 
Improving the quality of life 

of our member-owners.

James B. Riddle
Executive Vice President/

General Manager

Board of Directors
Paul Pyatt, President

Raymond Mulholland, Vice President
Kevin Liefer, Secretary-Treasurer

Randall Campbell
Larry Ebers
Allen Haake
Paul Hicks
 Ken Jarrett

Gilbert Kroening

It’s June 27th and time to have 

the information for the August 

 edition of the Illinois County Living 

magazine to the editor. By the time 

this gets in your hands, the 2012 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative’s 74th 

annual meeting will be history. For 

those of you who were unable to 

 attend this year’s meeting, I want to 

give you a recap of the items covered 

in the reports by your Board and 

Manager.

 First, our Treasurer, Kevin Liefer, 

reported on the cooperative’s finan-

cial position at the end of 2011. Our 

audited financial statements show 

that the cooperative had almost 

$33.4 million of revenue and receipts 

for 2011 and that the expenses were 

just over $33 million. That left a 

margin to be  allocated to the mem-

bers of about $385,000. Our  greatest 

expense is the wholesale cost of 

power that we buy to distribute to 

you. That was more than $22 million 

which is 67% of the total  expenses 

that your cooperative incurred 

 during 2011. 

 Next, the Cooperative President, 

Paul Pyatt, informed the members of 

some of the more significant under-

takings of the previous year and what 

some of the goals and plans are for 

the future. Those in attendance were 

reminded that it is always the intent 

to operate on a not-for-profit basis 

and that any margin for the year is 

allocated back to the members in the 

form of capital credits. The board has 

decided to refund, before the end 

of 2012, the oldest allocated capital 

credits to those members eligible to 

receive them. This amounts to over 

$600,000 plus the estates that are to 

be paid. Your cooperative budgeted 

a negative margin (a loss) for 2012 

so as to reduce the impact of the rate 

increase earlier in the year.

 Moving into the future your 

 cooperative is looking at cost-

saving measures while continuing 

to provide adequate, reliable service. 

Although we are currently in a low-

cost market situation, we believe it’s 

not going to last forever; therefore, 

our goal is to provide a long-term 

power supply for the membership. 

As someone said of this situation, 

this is a marathon, not a sprint. We 

are planning for your long-term 

power needs and energy security.

 In the late part of the 1990’s and 

early part of this century when 

 power prices sky-rocketed, you 

 remained relatively protected from 

those  astronomical prices because 

of the long-term power supply 

 decisions that had been made up 

to that point. We believe that will 

be a similar  situation in the future 

and part of our job is to help ensure 

that will be the case. Mr. Pyatt also 

discussed the work that’s been done 

on the system over the past year, plus 

some future work that we’ve bud-

geted for. 

 In my report at the annual 

 meeting I talked about Egyptian’s 

and Southern Illinois Power 

Cooperative’s current and future 

rates. I explained why we believed, 

back in 2007, that the Prairie State 
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Accountability :  We act in accordance with our core purpose and values.

 Continued from page 16a
Energy Campus investment was a 

prudent choice and what some of 

the other options were at the time. 

The predictions for rate increases 

that have been discussed since my 

coming to Egyptian Electric in 

2009 were within the ranges that 

we told you they would be. Our 

goal and philosophy for the rate 

adjustment was fairness and our 

target was to create a 2% margin 

for each member class in 2013 and 

beyond. I did say 2013, and not 

2012, because our goal in 2012, as 

Mr. Pyatt said, was to operate at 

a loss to minimize the impact of 

the rate increase. The Wholesale 

Power Cost Adjustment used in 

the past several years as an adder 

was not anticipated to be used in 

2012. 

 Members were given an update 

on the current legislative and 

regulatory issues and the potential 

negative impact on our member 

rates. Members were informed of 

the programs that the cooperative 

currently has in place and told 

of a new program about to be 

launched that could  economically 

help some of our members. 

Members in attendance were 

 reminded to read this pub lication 

each month to keep up with 

 national, state, local and member 

issues.

 Our hope is that you will be 

able to find the time to attend our 

75th annual meeting in 2013.

Four Represent EECA in Washington, D.C.
Four area youths spent the 

week of June 15-22  exploring 

Washington, DC, as part of the 

 annual Youth to Washington Tour. 

One of the most exciting parts of 

the trip was the opportunity for 

the students to meet with their 

Senators and Representatives 

and learn about government. This 

event, sponsored by the electric and 

 telephone  cooperatives of Illinois, 

began in the late 1950s to introduce 

rural youths to our democratic form 

of government and the cooperative 

concept. In addition to the Capitol, 

the students visited Arlington 

National Cemetery, the National 

Cathedral, National Archives, the 

Smithsonian Museums, the U.S. 

Holocaust Memorial Museum, and 

a number of other historic sites. The 

Youth to Washington Tour is truly 

the  experience of a lifetime. Pictured 

(l-r) are the students representing 

Egyptian Electric on this year’s 

YTW trip: Matthew Rehmer of 

Lenzburg, Nina McLernon of 

Carbondale, U.S. Congressman 

Jerry Costello, Collin Smith of 

Pinckneyville and Matt Huff of 

Coulterville. These four were among 

75 rural Illinois youth leaders 

 selected for the Washington trip. To 

see pictures from YTW trip, search 

“Illinois Youth to Washington Tour” 

on Facebook or Google.
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Commitment to Community: We show compassion, care and courtesy to our members and the communities we serve.

Nuts to you—for a healthier diet
 Hungry for a quick snack? Nuts are tasty, convenient, and healthy. Their 

fiber and  unsaturated fats can help lower LDL (“bad cholesterol”) levels, and 

they contain omega-3 fatty acids and vitamin E, both good for the heart. 

Just choose wisely. Although all nuts have health benefits, they’re best 

 eaten raw or dry-roasted, not covered with chocolate, salt, or sugar. Here’s the 

breakdown on some of the most popular nuts (roasted, serving size 1 ounce):

Almonds: 169 calories; 15 grams of fat (1.1 grams saturated vs. 12.9 

grams unsaturated)

Cashews: 163 calories; 13.1 grams of fat (2.6 g vs. 10 g)

Macadamia nuts: 204 calories; 21.6 grams of fat (3.4 g vs. 17.2 g)

Peanuts: 166 calories; 14 grams of fat (2 g vs. 11.4 g)

We would like to 
extend our thanks 
to those members 
who took the time 
to attend our annual 
meeting – the most 
important event of the 
year for a cooperative 
organization. We 
appreciate your 
commitment.

The Management
and Directors

of Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative 
Association

Environmental awareness and ‘green’ buying habits
The environment is every-

one’s concern these days, 

but that worry doesn’t always 

affect our  buying decisions. 

 That’s the upshot of

a survey by coupon site

RetailMeNot.com. Although 

46 percent of respon dents 

said they’re more likely to buy 

a product that’s eco-friendly 

over one that’s not, 59 percent 

 indi cated that they’re unwilling 

to pay extra for it.

 Other results from the 

survey:

Seventy-one percent 
of  respondents said they 

think about the environmental impact  (positive and 

 negative) of the products they regularly shop for. 

However, 43 percent said they don’t consider the

impact of their purchases 

when they  actually buy.

Sixty percent said that they 

at least sometimes take steps 

to lead a “greener” lifestyle 

by  recycling,  driving energy-

efficient vehicles, and  using 

 environmentally friendly 

products. Twenty-five per-

cent reported that they 

always take such steps, and 

only 15 percent said that 

they never do.

Forty percent of survey 

par ticipants said they pur-

chase “green” products when 

they’re easily available and

the price difference isn’t big. But 51 percent  admitted 

that they tend to buy whatever they need when 

 shopping, regardless of its environ mental impact.
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Teamwork: We work together to provide excellent service.

Copper theft: gain a buck, lose a life

Copper theft has reached an 

epidemic level that is not only 

affecting the United States, but is 

international and creating  immense 

global havoc. According to the U.S. 

Department of Energy, the theft of 

copper costs the national economy 

around $1 billion per year. The 

increase in copper theft has dis-

rupted the flow of electricity,  created 

electrical hazards, slowed down 

construction projects, and knocked 

out irrigation networks across the 

United States.

 Additionally, when thieves cut 

locks or chain link fencing sur-

rounding an electric substation, 

they leave a highly dangerous area 

exposed forinquisitive children and 

animals.

 Stealing material from an elec-

tric substation or utility pole can 

cause not only serious injuries and 

death, but extensive outages, fires 

and  explosions – consequences 

that  impact innocent people. The 

 minimum damage that can  occur 

is an outage, which may affect 

 thousands of individuals.

 Hemmer stated that deaths and 

damages related to copper theft are 

completely unnecessary and could 

happen anywhere.

 Install motion-sensor lights on 

the outside of your house and 

business to deter possible thieves. 

 Store tools and wire cutters in a 

secure location, and never leave 

them out while away. 

 If you work in construction, do 

not leave any wires unattended 

or leave loose wire at the job site, 

especially overnight. Consider 

hiring a night security guard. 

 Help spread the word about the 

deadly consequences that can 

result from trying to steal copper. 

 Copper theft is not  harmless.

Dealing with any metal and elec-

tricity is a dangerous  combination, 

especially when it is done without 

permission or training. Copper 

theft places the thief and others 

in danger.

 People who think stealing 

electric wire is a quick way to 

earn some easy money should 

think again. The value of metal is 

not worth losing a life.

NOTICE
When calling Egyptian Electric Cooperative, 
anytime in the future, 24/7, please use our 800 
number. We have been having some phone 
issues and are trying to resolve the problem. 
As calls come in using the two town prefixes plus 
the 800 prefix, it com plicates the situation. We are 
hopeful that by having everyone use the 800#, 
the phone system can better handle our
incoming calls. 

USE 800-606-1505

 People must

be aware of

this kind of

theft and that

tampering

with electric

power  facilities

can  result in

 extremely dangerous situations.

Always alert your utility

provider when you see or

suspect suspicious

activity.

 Safe Electricity offers

these tips to help safe-

guard against electrical

dangers and prevent copper

theft:

 Never enter or touch equipment 

inside a substation. Stay away 

from power lines and anything 

touching a power line. 

 If you notice anything unusual 

with electric facilities, such as 

an open substation gate, open 

equipment, hanging wire, etc., 

contact your electric utility 

immediately. 

 If you see anyone around electric 

substations or electric facilities 

other than utility personnel or 

contractors, call the police. 
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