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(800) 606-1505
(888) 554-8181 fax

www.eeca.coop

Office Hours: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Monday - Friday

P.O. Box 38
Steeleville, IL 62288

10169 Old Highway 13 
Murphysboro, IL 62966

May 2014

Integrity : We are credible, trustworthy, honest and believable.

 Continued on page  16b

Office Closings
Memorial Day, 

Monday, May 26

What to do if the power goes off
1. Check your main fuses or circuit break-

ers to ensure none of them have tripped.

2. Look at your meter. If you can read the 
numbers on the LCD display, there is 
power to the meter; you will need to 
check further for a breaker that has 
tripped or a fuse that has blown. If there 
are no numbers present on the display, 
there is no power to the meter.

3. To report an outage, call 800-606-1505

4. Make sure you have the name as listed 
on the account and if possible, the 
 account number.

Mission Statement: 
Improving the quality of life 

of our member-owners.

James B. Riddle
Executive Vice President/

General Manager

Board of Directors
Kevin Liefer, President

Randall Campbell, Vice President
Ken Jarrett, Secretary-Treasurer

Larry Ebers
Allen Haake
Paul Hicks

Gilbert Kroening
Steven Prest
Paul Pyatt

A primary difference between 

a for-profit investor-owned 

company and a cooperative, such 

as Egyptian Electric, is what hap-

pens to revenue above and beyond 

 annual operating expenses. 

 An investor-owned (for-profit) 

company disperses excess  revenue 

(dividends) to its investors, the 

stock owners of the company. 

Investors invest in a company 

 primarily for one reason; they 

 expect a return on their investment, 

a  dividend check. 

 A cooperative, on the other hand, 

distributes excess revenue to its 

members in proportion to their 

contribution of the revenue. The 

more you contribute to the revenue 

through your purchases (in our 

case, electricity), the more that’s 

returned to you if there is excess 

revenue. We call these  refunds of 

excess  revenue—capital credits. 
 The money represented 

by  members’ capital credits 

 (sometimes referred to as patronage 

capital) is used by your  cooperative 

to repay its long-term debt, to 

maintain reserves for  financing of 

plant  replacements, storm  damage 

and other  contingencies, and for 

other proper purposes. Your board 

of  directors has to balance the need 

for sound fiscal business practice 

with a desire to return patronage 

capital to our members. 

 The amount of patronage  capital 

due you is recorded on an  account 

established in your name and 

made a permanent part of the 

Cooperative’s records. The amount 

credited to your account may at 

Capital Credit Allocation

Jim Riddle
Executive 

Vice President/
General Manager

some point be paid in full or in part 

predicated on  prudent  business 

practices. Should the Board of 

Directors determine a refund of 

capital credits be made, they will 

be refunded in accordance with the 

 by-laws of the Cooperative.

 The board of directors has estab-

lished a policy that discounted 

 early distributions of capital 

 credits to estates will be made 

upon  request. If you or someone 

in your family is a beneficiary of 

the estate of someone eligible to 

receive a refund, please contact us 

at 1-800-606-1505 or email us at 

info@eeca.coop with the name and 

date of death of the deceased party. 

We will be happy to send you the 

applicable paperwork and other 

information.

 In 2013, Egyptian Electric 

Cooperative generated no capital 

credits as anticipated and budgeted 

for. To minimize the impact of a 

wholesale power cost increase in 

January 2012, only a portion of 

that increase was passed on to the 

 members, causing the Cooperative 

to operate at a loss in 2013. 

 To calculate the amount of 

 margins allocated to you for 

2013 that came from our owner-

ship in Southern Illinois Power 

Egyptian_May2014.indd   1 4/7/14   8:52 AM



16b • Illinois Country Living • www.icl.coop 

Accountability :  We act in accordance with our core purpose and values.

To calculate your capital credits for 2013 by account, 
just fill in the information below.

SIPC Capital Credits

Total amount billed in 2013 $ _______________ (a)

Total kWhs billed in 2013  _______________ (b)

X multiplier A .0821806645

 Result $ _______________ (c)

Line a – line c $_______________ (d)

X multiplier B . 0680754263

line d X multiplier B $ _______________

SIPC Capital Credits

Cooperative (SIPC), you will need 

to know two amounts for each 

 account in your name; the total 

dollar amount billed (not what 

your paid) and the total kWh’s 

billed in 2013.

 To get the capital credit amount 

 allocated to you by our member-

ship in SIPC, multiply the total 

kWh billed by .0821806645 and 

subtract the result from the total 

dollar amount billed. Multiply this 

number by .0680754263 to get the 

amount of capital credit allocated 

to you from Egyptian Electric’s 

membership in SIPC.

 In June, we will be printing the 

amount of capital credits  allocated 

to your account for 2013 on your 

billing statement. You should place 

this in your financial  records for 

future use and reference. Please 

 remember, this cannot be used to 

pay or reduce the amount of your 

bill. It is for record  keeping only.

 If you have any questions, please 

feel free to contact our offices at 

any time.

 Continued from page 16a

Double Bubble
Double Bubble, foil-faced bubble 

wrap, pole-barn roof   insulation; 

no matter what you call it, contrary 

to popular belief and manufac-

turers and dis tributors claims, is not 

a high R-value  insulating material. 

Most of these foil-faced bubble 

wraps are 3/16 inches 

to 5/16 inches in 

 thickness and 

have an  actual 

 insulation 

 value of 

R-1 to 

R-1.1. Some 

manufac-

turers and dis-

tributors (home 

 department 

box stores) 

make claims of 

“R-values from 3.7 
to 21 depending on 
application.” 

 Foil-faced  bubble

wrap costs about

$0.43 per square foot

while one inch

 extruded polystyrene

rigid foam (commonly referred to

as blue or pink board) costs around

$0.62 per square foot. At first glance,

the bubble wrap appears to be the best

value. In actuality though, blue/pink

board has an R-value of 5 per inch,

so to get the same R-value, we would

need five  layers of the bubble wrap,

making it $2.10 per square foot on

a comparative basis. Quite obviously

the rigid foam is the  better value. 

 Some manufacturers and dis tributors

claim the radiant-barrier facing of

the foil makes up for the difference in

R-value. For radiant-barriers to actually

work though, they must be facing an air

space. If not, they will not reflect the

 radiant heat loss or gain. When buried

 beneath a concrete slab, they only have

an R-value of 1 with no radiant barrier

benefit. Once again, the one inch

rigid foam becomes the better value.

 If used as a radiant barrier under a

pole barn roof or in an attic, the foil

 facing does provide some radiant-

barrier benefit—when radiant heat

is present. In the middle of the day,

when sun is striking the metal roof

and there is an air gap between

the bubble wrap and the metal roof, a

portion of the radiant heat is reflected

back at the roof. But at mid-night

in January, the only insulation value

provided by the bubble wrap is an R-1. 

 Some manufacturers and dis-

tributors are recognizing that through 

the  education of  weatherization and 

building science experts, the con-

struction  industry is beginning to 

shy away from their product so they 

have begun  looking for new uses of 

their product, such as insulating the 

 exterior of duct systems. Once again, 

these products only have an R-value 

of 1 and to have radiant-barrier 

 benefits, there has to be an air gap. 

 To create an air-gap, an elaborate 

series of spacers have to be installed 

to maintain a consistent air-gap. If 

the wrap is not completely air-sealed, 

there is a risk of moist air getting 

between the duct and bubble wrap in 

the summer,  leading to rust and even-

tual replacement of the duct system. 

 There probably is a place where 

foil-faced bubble wrap has a great 

use. It just doesn’t happen to be in the 

 residential sector.
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Save the Date!
Egyptian Electric Cooperative's Annual Meeting

July 24th, 2014
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Commitment to Community: We show compassion, care and courtesy to our members and the communities we serve.

Energy Audits
Effective May 1, Egyptian 

Electric Cooperative will be 

offering three options for energy 

audits. 

 The first option will be a ‘walk-

through’ energy audit. The walk-

through audit is basically as it 

sounds; the auditor will walk 

through the home looking at 

 attic insulation levels, foundation 

 insulation, wall insulation and the 

heating and cooling system. As 

there will be no written report, the 

homeowner will need to be present 

and ready to take notes. The  auditor 

will discuss any deficiencies they 

discover and make verbal recom-

mendations to the homeowner. The 

cost of a walk-through energy audit 

is $50.00 and will be added to the 

member’s next bill. 

 The second option is a com-

plete diagnostic audit, what the 

Cooperative has offered in the past. 

With a diagnostic audit, the  auditor 

will inspect the same things as in 

a walk-through audit, but will also 

perform a blower door test, use an 

infrared camera when tem peratures 

allow (it must be sufficiently cold 

or warm outside so there is a 

substantial temperature differential 

to show up on the camera) and 

when combustible furnaces or water 

heaters are  present, a Combustible 

Appliance Zone (CAZ) test to 

 ensure the  appliances do not back 

draft or have too high of carbon 

monoxide output. The auditor will 

also check accessible gas lines for 

leaks. The auditor will take  photos 

of issues iden tified and  provide the 

homeowner with a detailed  audit 

 report with  recommendations. 

The cost of the diagnostic audit 

is $400.00 and if the homeowner 

performs any of the recom mended 

 improvements within six months 

of the audit, up to $300.00 will be 

 rebated to the  member on a one-

for-one basis. 

 The third audit option is for 

 members building new homes on 

our system. New Illinois residen-

tial energy codes require all new 

homes to have a blower door test 

done to verify the home has less 

air  infiltration than the maximum 

 allowed under the code. If any of 

the  heating and/or cooling duct 

system is outside of the building 

envelope (the portion of the home 

intentionally heated or cooled) 

the duct system must be pres-

sure tested to meet the maximum 

 leakage  allowed. Upon completion 

of the testing, the homeowner will 

be provided with test verification 

and results for their permanent 

 records should a financial institution 

or future buyer  request them. The 

Duct and Envelope Testing (DET) 

is $100 for a blower door test and 

$150.00 for the duct test. If the tests 

can be conducted simultaneously, 

then the combined cost is $199.00. 

 Your Cooperative has two 

 employees that are Building 

Performance Institute (BPI) 

Certified Professionals with 

Envelope and Building Analysis 

certifications. They also have 

DET Certifications through 

BuildRightIllinois, a training and 

education organization. Our goal 

at Egyptian Electric Cooperative 

is to provide our members with 

the expertise they need in making 

their home more energy efficient, 

comfortable and healthier while 

 improving building longevity.
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Teamwork: We work together to provide excellent service.

Nominating Committee Appointed
 Pursuant to the By-Laws of Egyptian

Electric Cooperative Association and

in compliance with the United States

Department of Agriculture Rural

Utilities Service Revised Bulletin

20-19, notice is hereby given to the

members of the Egyptian Electric

Cooperative Association that the

Cooperative will hold its 76th annual

meeting of its members on Thursday

evening, July 24, 2014, at 7:00 p.m., in

the Steeleville American Legion.

 Notice is further given that the terms

of directors Larry Ebers, Steeleville;

Gilbert Kroening, Carbondale; and

Steven Prest, Coulterville, will expire

at said  annual meeting.

 Notice is further given that the 

board of directors of the Cooperative 

has  appointed the following named 

persons as a  nominating committee:

Russell Biggs, Carbondale

Richard Fager, Murphysboro

Dan Gobert, Carbondale 

John Helmers, Steeleville

Kenneth Hollmann, Gorham

Stuart Langrehr, Evansville

Roger Morganstern, Pinckneyville

Dwayne Mulholland, Marissa

Ken Young,Chester

 Notice is further given that the 

above nominating committee will 

meet at the Steeleville office of the 

Cooperative, located at the west edge 

of Steeleville, Illinois, on Tuesday, 

May 13, 2014, at 6:30 p.m., for the 

purpose of nominating candidates 

for election to the board of directors, 

and that all members interested may 

 attend said meeting and participate.

 The by-laws also provide that the

nominating committee, upon making

their nominations, shall prepare and

post at the offices of the Cooperative, at

least 30 days before the annual  meeting,

a list of  nominations for directors.

 The by-laws further provide that 

any 15 or more members may make 

other nominations in writing over 

their signature not less than 60 

days prior to the annual meeting. 

Additional nominations may be made 

from members at the annual meeting.

 The by-laws provide that each  active

member shall be entitled to one vote

upon each matter sub mitted to a vote

at the annual  meeting of the members

and that proxy voting is prohibited.

 A member having questions 

 regarding the above  proceedings may 

contact any officer or  member of the 

board of directors for  clarification or 

further information.

 Copies of the by-laws of the 

Cooperative are available and can 

be obtained at the Cooperative 

offices located at Steeleville and 

Murphysboro, the Cooperative’s web 

site (www.eeca.coop) or mailed to 

you upon your request.

Respectfully submitted,

Ken Jarrett, Secretary
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