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Lineman appreciation day
 On April 13, America’s elec-

tric cooperatives will honor its hard 

working men and women who fre-

quently work in challenging condi-

tions to keep the power fl owing. 

Whether it is hot or cold, windy 

or calm, frigid or stifl ing hot, day 

or night, rain or snow, these people 

work to make sure our homes are 

nice and comfortable and our televi-

sion and computers stay on. 

 Th e full text of the resolution 

from the National Rural Electric 

Cooperative Association (NRECA) 

Board states:

 “Whereas linemen leave their 
families and put their lives on the 
line every day to keep the power on; 
Whereas linemen work 365 days 
a year under dangerous conditions 
to build, maintain and repair the 
electric infrastructure; Whereas 
linemen are the fi rst responders of 
the electric cooperative family, get-
ting power back on and making 
things safe for all after storms and 
accidents; and Whereas there would 
be no electric cooperatives without 
the brave men and women who 
comprise our corps of linemen;
 Th erefore be it resolved that 
NRECA recognize the Second 
Monday of April of each year as 
National Lineman Appreciation 
Day and make available to electric 
cooperatives, materials and support 
to recognize the contributions of 
these valuable men and women to 
America’s Electric Cooperatives.”

 Th ose members that were here 

in May of 2009, know how hard our 

employees work to keep the power 

fl owing. For two solid weeks, these 

folks worked from early morning till 

late at night to restore power after 

the derecho that in essence, com-

pletely disabled our electric sys-

tem. And they do it day in and day 

out when typical southern Illinois 

storms roll through, whether winter 

or summer.

 While they receive a decent 

wage for their eff orts, that’s not 

what drives them. I’ve seen the eyes 

of grizzled old linemen light up 

when they tell of the time a mem-

ber brought them a plate of warm 

cookies or a glass of cold iced tea 

in thanks for their hard work. I’ve 

heard them boast of how quick-

ly they were able to replace a pole 

wiped out by a wayward car on ice 

so they could get everyone’s heat 

back on.

 It takes more than linemen to 

make an electric distribution system 

function. It takes the folks in the of-

fi ce, the mechanic, the engineers, the 

fi nancial folks and even the one that 

empties the trash cans, to keep the 

doors open and systems functioning. 

Yet linemen are the ones that work 

in the elements, no matter the time 

of day or the weather conditions.  

Th ey are the ones that work with 

danger lurking nearby. 

 As the Executive Vice President 

and General Manager of your 

cooperative, I am most proud that 

even with these ever present dan-

gers and conditions, every one of 

our employees are able to go home 

at the end of the day. As one of our 

younger apprentice linemen was told 

when he decided to enter this fi eld, 

“Th e only heroes in this business are 

the linemen who go home each day.” 

 On February 11, Egyptian 

Electric Cooperative was recog-

nized for its eff orts in providing a 

safe environment for our employ-

ees when it received the Certifi cate 

of Safety Achievement from the 

Rural Electric Safety Achievement 

Program (RESAP). RESAP is a 

service of NRECA and strives to 

promote the highest standards of 

safety among electric cooperatives. 

RESAP is based on two fundamen-

tal guiding principles: a commit-

ment to safety at all levels of the 
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cooperative, and that leaders and 

employees take ownership of the 

systems and processes that create a 

safe working environment.

 To say “Th ank You” to our line-

men, we have a large card in the lob-

by of each offi  ce. When you are out 

our way, stop in and sign it. If you 

know one of the linemen personally, 

feel free to leave them a message. 

Let’s see if we can put some smiles 

on those grizzled faces!

Travis Deterding, EECA Forestry Supervisor (c) receives the Certifi cate of 
Safety Achievement from Duane Noland (l), Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives (AIEC) and Steve Davis, AIEC Manager of Regulatory 
Compliance

Some interesting facts about linemen 
 Linemen make up the largest single category of jobs at the typi-

cal distribution cooperative.

 Th ere are about 18,000 full-time linemen in the rural electric 

program, making up nearly one-third of all rural electric distri-

bution cooperative employees. 

 Th e average age of a cooperative lineman is 43. 

 Cooperative linemen make up about 16 percent of all linemen 

in the U.S. We have such a high percentage due to the fact that 

electric cooperatives serve vast service areas, three-quarters of the 

U.S. landmass and own 42 percent of the nation’s distribution 

line, distributing electricity to over 42 million people.

 Cooperative linemen maintain 2,566,917 miles of distribution 

line for 850 distribution systems nation-wide.

Name 
change

 Beginning with April 

bills, the Facility Charge 

will be renamed to Service 

Availability Charge.

 Th is is not a new charge 

or a fee, just a name change 

to better refl ect what the fee 

is actually for. 

 Having electric service 

available has a cost to it, 

whether you use electric-

ity or not. Th is includes the 

cost of poles, meters, wires, 

transformers, substations 

and all of the items required 

just so you can turn the 

switch on when you want. 

 We believe Service 

Availability Charge best de-

scribes this cost. 
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Heat pumps— Leave on or turn off?

 Every winter when tempera-

tures drop, the question surfaces as 

to what temperature heat pumps 

should be turned off  because they 

can’t keep up and running when it’s 

cold. Th is piece of advice is kind of 

like the story of the wife cutting the 

end of the ham off  before she put it 

in the roaster. When asked why, she 

claimed her mother did it and she 

learned it from her mother. When 

Grandma was asked why she cut the 

end of the ham off , she promptly 

replied “because my roaster wasn’t 

large enough to put a whole ham 

in.”

 Maybe in the early days of heat 

pumps, a portion of this might have 

been true, but today's heat pumps 

are designed to operate at very low 

temperatures. Th ere is no question 

that when it gets below 30 degrees 

heat pumps run more, but keep in 

mind heat pumps are 300 percent 

effi  cient. For every unit of energy it 

consumes, it delivers 3 units of heat 

to the home. Th e auxiliary heat is 

only 100 percent effi  cient, so eco-

nomically it’s pretty evident we want 

to get as much of our heat from the 

heat pump as we can. 

 Heat pumps are effi  cient be-

cause they move heat, they don’t 

create heat like electric coils or gas 

furnaces do. Heat pumps are like 

your refrigerator. Freon evaporates 

in the evaporator coil (in the win-

ter, the outside unit) and becomes 

cold. Heat always moves from the 

warm temperature to the cold, so 

the coil outside absorbs heat from 

the air (there is heat in the air until 

absolute zero, about -460 degrees F). 

Th e Freon is then compressed in the 

compressor, raising its temperature. 

Th e hot Freon then moves to the 

coil in the duct system. As the Freon 

is hotter than the air in the house, 

heat moves from the coil to the air. 

 We could install heat pumps 

large enough to give us all of the 

heat we need without the assistance 

of auxiliary heat strips. Th e problem 

with doing that is the heat pump is 

also our air conditioner. If we over 

size the heat pump, then the air 

conditioner will be too large and 

would operate with very short cycles 

or cooling periods. Th ese short cy-

cles would not let the system remove 

moisture in the air so we would end 

up with a cold, clammy house. Not 

what we want from our air condi-

tioning system. 

 To overcome this issue, some 

manufacturers are now manufactur-

ing heat pumps that are fully vari-

able speed. Th ese units can be sized 

to provide all of the heating needs 

and in the summer, they will oper-

ate at a lower speed so they can still 

provide dehumidifi cation. By elimi-

nating much of the use of the aux-

iliary heat strips, heating costs are 

much lower. 

 Th e best advice then is to leave 

your heat pump thermostat on the 

heat setting and not the auxiliary or 

emergency setting. Even if the unit 

outside fails, the thermostat will au-

tomatically switch to the auxiliary 

heat system. 

Where’s Willie

 Congratulations to Edith Lipe, 

member of Egyptian Electric 

Cooperative for correctly identify-

ing where Willie Wiredhand was 

in our fi rst Where’s Willie photo 

contest. Willie was at the SIUC 

Transportation Education Center at 

the Southern Illinois Airport. 

 Edith received a $25.00 check 

from the Cooperative. If you would 

like to be a winner, make sure you 

“Like” our Facebook page and 

spread the word to other members. 

Stay tuned as we continue to post 

more photos in the Where’s Willie 

contest.
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April 11 — Steeleville Offi ce

April 18 — Murphysboro Offi ce

9:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m.

Document Shredding

Document Shredding
&

Electronics Recycling Days

These events are not open to businesses, schools, 
governments or other large generators.

Individuals are limited to 10 items.

Electronics Accepted:
Computers (desktop, laptop, 
 tablets)
Monitors (CRT & fl at screen)
Printers, Scanners
Fax Machines
Keyboards & Mice
Televisions
Cable & Satellite Receivers
Other Like Items
VCR & DVD Players
Digital Converter Boxes
Portable Digital Music 
Players
Video Game Players
Small-Scale Servers
Radios & Stereos
Phones

Not Accepted:
Washers
Dryers
Stoves
Freezers
Water Heaters
Refrigerators
VHS Tapes
Smoke Detectors
Humidifi ers
Lamps or Light Bulbs

Documents Accepted:
Confi dential documents (tax returns, 
receipts, insurance papers, etc,) for 
on-site shredding. Paper clips & 
staples are okay, but please remove 
any binder clips.
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Health Department
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