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Coles-Moultrie Electric Cooperative hires new President/CEO
 Th e board of directors of Coles-

Moultrie Electric Cooperative in 

Mattoon has completed its search for a 

new President/CEO and announced it 

selected Kim Leftwich of Decatur, Ill. 

He replaces retiring President/CEO 

M.L. “Chris” Christman. Leftwich 

started on Monday, April 6.

 Leftwich is a retired Lt. Colonel of the 

United States Air Force and has signifi -

cant experience in the utility industry. 

Working for Illinois Power Company 

for 21 years, he served in electric and gas 

operations, customer service, and numer-

ous senior management positions. He 

later owned and operated an indepen-

dent transportation company specializing 

in hazardous materials transportation 

and has been an independent business 

consultant and contractor.

 Christman, who began his career 

as an apprentice lineman at Coles-

Moultrie Electric Cooperative in 1979, 

was promoted to Director of Operations 

in 1987 and became the co-op’s 

President/CEO in 1999.

 Christman said, “We welcome Kim 

to Coles-Moultrie Electric Cooperative 

and wish him and the cooperative con-

tinued success in meeting the future 

challenges of keeping electrical service 

to the membership safe, reliable and as 

aff ordable as possible.”

 Coles-Moultrie Electric Cooperative 

is a member of Touchstone Energy - an 

alliance of 750 local, consumer-owned 

electric utilities around the country. 

Coles-Moultrie Electric Cooperative 

is committed to providing superior 

service based on four core principles: 

integrity, accountability, innovation and 

commitment to community. Th e co-op 

serves more than 9,594 meters over 

1,994 miles of line in parts of Clark, 

Coles, Cumberland, Douglas, Edgar, 

Moultrie, Piatt and Shelby counties. For 

more information visit www.cmec.coop.

IF IT’S NOT INSULATED, 
NEITHER ARE YOU.

REPLACE, NEVER REPAIR 
DAMAGED EXTENSION CORDS.

Helping members use electricity safely, that’s the 
power of your co-op membership. Learn more from 
the experts themselves at TogetherWeSave.com.

M.L. “Chris” ChristmanKim Leftwich 
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P.O. Box 709 (104 Dewitt Ave., East)

Mattoon, Illinois 61938

Phone: 217/235-0341 or

Toll-Free: 1-888-661-CMEC (2632)

Offi  ce hours:

Monday-Friday 

7:30a.m. - 4:30p.m.

Chairman
Jeff ery D. Hudson ............. Charleston

Vice Chairperson
Debbie Albin ........................Mattoon

Secretary
John Bowers ...................... Lovington

Treasurer
Steve Shrader .......................Westfi eld

Director
Scott Uphoff  .........................Mattoon

Philip Meyer .......................... Sullivan

Dean Robison .....................Windsor

President/CEO
Kim Leftwich 

To report an outage

•  First check your fuses or circuit 

breakers and see if your neigh bors 

have power.

•  If the problem appears to be with 

the cooperative's lines, call the 

offi   ce at the toll free number 

(888-661-2632), give the name 

the ser vice is list ed under, and 

re port any haz ard ous con di tions.

A publication of Coles-Moultrie Electric Cooperative
Board Meeting
 A regular meeting of the Board 
of Directors of Coles-Moultrie 
Electric Cooperative was held 
at the Cooperative offi  ce at 104 
Dewitt Avenue, East, Mattoon, 
Illinois at 7pm on March 26, 
2015, pursuant to notice duly 
given. Th e meeting was called to 
order by Jeff  Hudson, Chairman. 
After calling the roll, the fol-
lowing directors were present:  
Scott Uphoff , Philip Meyer, Jeff  
Hudson, John Bowers, Steve 
Shrader, Debbie Albin, and 
Dean Robison. Also present were 
M.L. Christman – President/
CEO, Amy Borntrager – Chief 
Financial Offi  cer, Jim Wallace 
– Director of Operations, Darla 
Rankins – Director of Human 
Resources/Offi  ce Manager, Kim 
Leftwich and Bill Tapella – 
Corporate Counsel, Tapella & 
Eberspacher.
 Th e agenda was approved 
in addition to the Consent 
Calendar as submitted including 

the 02/26/2015 Regular Board 
Meeting Minutes, the New 
Members and the January Safety 
& Training report.  
 Bill Tapella gave the legal 
report.
 Th e submitted changes to 
Board Policy #17 were made.
 Th e NRECA dues for 2015 
were approved.
 Th e motion to approve the 
changes as submitted to Board 
Policies 38 & 39 was carried.
 Board Policies 25, 26, 27, and 
28 were reviewed.
 Amy Borntrager gave the 
fi nancial report, presented the 10 
year forecast and reviewed the 
KRTA.
 Director Albin gave the AIEC 
report.
 Director Uphoff  gave the PPI 
report.
 Chris Christman gave the 
President/CEO report.
 Th ere being no further busi-
ness, the meeting was adjourned.

Energy Effi  ciency 
Tip of the Month

Source: U.S. Department of Energy

Did you know that 90 percent 
of the energy used to operate a 
washing machine comes from 
using hot water? A simple switch 
from hot to cold can save a great 
deal of energy! Also, consider air 
drying or even line drying to save 
even more household energy.
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Keeping you safe during and after summer storms
By Laura Cook

 No one knows electrical safety better 

than the experts who practice it every 

single day. Coles-Moultrie Electric 

encourages you to practice safety with 

these reminders –for during and after a 

summer storm:

  Avoid wires and water — When 
lightning strikes a home during 
a storm, the electrical charge can 
surge through pipes and utility 
wires. Th at means you can get 
zapped if you’re touching water 
or any device that’s plugged in, 
whether it’s a landline phone 
or toaster. 

  Skip the makeshift shelter — 
During a storm, it’s tempting to 
take cover under a picnic gazebo 
or golf cart, but in open-sided 
structures with no conductors 
to channel strikes, a bolt’s path 
of least resistance to the ground 
could be you. On top of that, 
these structures raise your risk of 
a lightning strike because of their 
height. Keep moving toward 
suitable shelter.

  Portable generators — Take spe-
cial care with portable generators, 
which can provide a good source 
of power, but if improperly 
installed or operated, can become 
deadly. Do not connect genera-
tors directly to household wiring. 
Power from generators can back-
feed along power lines and elec-
trocute anyone coming in contact 
with them, including co-op line 
workers making repairs. It’s best 
to hire a qualifi ed, licensed elec-
trician to install your generator 
and ensure that it meets local 
electrical codes.

  Flooded areas — Stay away from 
downed power lines and avoid 
walking through fl ooded areas. 

Power lines could be submerged 
and still live with electricity. 
Report any downed lines you 
see to Coles Moultrie Electric 
Cooperative by calling 888-661-
2632 immediately.

 Electrical equipment — Never 
use electrical equipment that is 
wet – especially outdoor electri-
cal equipment, which could be a 
potential danger after a summer 
storm. Water can damage electri-
cal equipment and parts, posing a 
shock or fi re hazard.

 Coles Moultrie has been a proud 
member of Touchstone Energy 
Cooperatives since 1998. Along 
with 750 electric cooperatives 
nationwide, we have partnered 
with Touchstone Energy to put 
safety as our number one concern. 
For a checklist to assess safety 
hazards around your home or to 
take a quick safety quiz, go to 
http://www.togetherwesave.com/
power-of-community/safety.
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For Sale

  2 grave spaces, Charleston cemeteries. Call 
217-234-8702.

  Tires for sale - 4 Continental 225/45 R17 - $100 
Car; 2 Cooper Discover ATR LT 245/75 R16 - $85 
truck; 2 440 Mag 25 X11-12 - $75 ATV. Call 
217-246-7333.

  1 Uniroyal Long Touring P205/65R15 tire <10k 
miles - $40; 3 Douglas Performance P205/65R15 
tires approx 7,500 miles - $50 ea. or 3 for $135; 
seldom used 21 speed Schwinn Mesa mountain 
bike - $175. Call 217-273-1818.

  2 Dayton 5HP farm duty motors, one mounted on 
21 foot 6" auger. Call 217-855-4729.

  2004 Yamaha 250 Virago, excellent condition, incl: 
2 leather zip-off  saddlebags, detachable windshield 
w/ leather zipper pouch and leather zippered sis-
sybar pouch, and new battery. It will need a new rear 
tire soon and left side mirror. 11,770 miles. $1400 
obo. Call 217-508-2391 after 5pm. Ask for Darlene.

Member 

Exchange

A Note about Member Exchange
 Your cooperative off ers the member exchange as a 

free service to our members. Each month we continue 

to receive more and more ads via the mail and e-mail 

and it continues to grow. To help us continue to provide 

this service for free, we would like you to try and keep 

your ads to a couple of items per account and limit the 

number of words to 30. We try to run the ads at length 

when room allows and will continue to do this. Member 

Exchange items need to reach us 45 days in advance of the 

publishing month. We reserve the right to accept or reject 

any ad and also to edit the ad if needed.

Cooperatives Participate in Youth Day
  Sen. Dale Righter met with stu-

dents representing Coles-Moultrie 

Electric Cooperative during the Illinois 

Electric and Telephone Cooperatives 

Youth Day on Wednesday, March 25th 

in Springfi eld. More than 250 students 

from around Illinois had an opportunity 

to visit the State Capitol, view state 

government in action and question their 

legislators on key issues. Th ey also were 

invited into the offi  ce of Secretary of 

State Jesse White and got the chance 

to meet David Nance, an Abraham 

Lincoln Presenter. 

 During lunch, Lieutenant Governor 

Evelyn Sanguinetti addressed students 

and chaperones and challenged them 

to take an interest in the political 

process and encouraged them to talk 

to their state senators and representa-

tives about issues that interest them. 

Wyatt Reid, the 2014-15 Illinois Youth 

Leadership Council Representative 

from Rock Energy Cooperative, spoke 

about his experiences on the Youth 

to Washington tour and challenged 

attendees to maintain an interest in 

their cooperatives and the political pro-

cess. While in Springfi eld, the students 

also visited the Old State Capitol and 

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum.

 Shown (L-R) are: Row 1 Maggie 

Fulton, Jenna Parrott, Kyndall Andrews, 

Hannah Leal and Ally Irwin. Row 2 Jef 

White, CJ Meaker, Luke Collings, Sen. 

Dale Righter, Colton Weakley, Aaron 

Dudley and Sam Adair.

 Youth Day is designed to introduce 

young rural leaders to state government. 

Th ere were 26 co-ops from across the 

state represented at the event.


