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Nominating petition deadline
 With the Director Election date 

being set for June 1, 2016, the deadline 

for nominating petitions is 4:30 p.m., 

February 22, 2016. Th e terms of the 

directors for districts 1 and 7 expire 

with the June 2016 Annual Meeting.

 Any person who wishes to be a can-

didate for district 1 or 7 shall complete 

a Request for Nominating Petition and 

a Statement of Qualifi cations dem-

onstrating that he/she is qualifi ed to 

serve as a director under the terms and 

provisions of Article V, Section 3, of 

Coles-Moultrie Electric Cooperative 

by-laws. Nominating petitions and 

a statement of qualifi cations may be 

obtained from the President/CEO.

 Any member who receives 

nominating petitions may be nomi-

nated as a candidate for the Board 

by obtaining the valid signatures of 

20 or more active members of the 

Cooperative on his/her petition and 

fi ling his/her petition in the offi  ce of 

the Cooperative prior to the February 

23rd deadline.
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P.O. Box 709 (104 Dewitt Ave., East)

Mattoon, Illinois 61938

Phone: 217/235-0341 or

Toll-Free: 1-888-661-CMEC (2632)

Offi  ce hours:

Monday-Friday 

7:30a.m. - 4:30p.m.

Chairman
Jeff ery D. Hudson ............. Charleston

Vice Chairperson
Debbie Albin ........................Mattoon

Secretary
John Bowers ...................... Lovington

Treasurer
Philip Meyer .......................... Sullivan

Director
Dean Robison .....................Windsor

Steve Shrader .......................Westfi eld

Scott Uphoff  .........................Mattoon

President/CEO
Kim Leftwich

To report an outage

•  First check your fuses or circuit 

breakers and see if your neigh bors 

have power.

•  If the problem appears to be with 

the cooperative's lines, call the 

offi   ce at the toll free number 

(888-661-2632), give the name 

the ser vice is list ed under, and 

re port any haz ard ous con di tions.

Board Report
 A regular meeting of the Board 

of Directors of Coles-Moultrie 

Electric Cooperative was held 

at the Cooperative offi  ce at 104 

Dewitt Avenue, East, Mattoon, 

Illinois at 7pm December 3, 2015, 

pursuant to notice duly given. Th e 

meeting was called to order by Jeff  

Hudson, Chairman. After calling 

the roll, the following directors 

were present:  Scott Uphoff , Philip 

Meyer, Jeff  Hudson, Steve Shrader, 

Debbie Albin, Dean Robison, and 

John Bowers being a quorum of 

the directors of the Cooperative. 

Also present were Kim Leftwich - 

President/CEO, Amy Borntrager 

– Chief Financial Offi  cer, Darla 

Powell – Director of Human 

Resources/Offi  ce Manager, and Bill 

Tapella – Eberspacher & Tapella. 

 Th e agenda was approved 

as amended in addition to the 

Consent Calendar as submitted 

that included the New Members, 

the October Safety & Training 

report, the 11/17/15 Bylaw 

Committee Meeting Minutes, and 

the 10/29/15 Regular Board meet-

ing minutes with a change of add-

ing “as amended" to the Audit & 

Finance Committee motion. 

 Bill Tapella gave the legal report.

 Amy Borntrager gave the fi nan-

cial report.

 Director Albin reported on the 

AIEC Board Meeting.

 Director Uphoff  and Kim 

Leftwich reported on the PPI 

Board Meeting.

 Kim Leftwich gave the 

President/CEO report.

 Th ere being no further business, 

the meeting was adjourned.

A publication of Coles-Moultrie Electric Cooperative

For Sale

 2-Bicycles, his and hers adult 

5-speed mountain bikes, sel-

dom used - $125 each. Call 

217-348-8042.

 New electric chain saw sharp-

ener - $25; new work bench, 

still in box - $35; 13'6" 

galvanized farm gate, good 

condition - make off er. Call 

217-345-5048.

 55 gallon metal burn barrels - 

$10 each. Call 217-246-1060.

 Four good used Fifth wheel 

camper tires, one practically 

new, three ST235/85R16 

Load Star and one Unicorn 

same size - $20 each. Call 

217-254-7303.
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Get to know your co-op network
The power behind your power

By Adam Schwartz

 Every day, Coles-Moultrie Electric 

Cooperative is hard at work to make 

sure all of our members have the elec-

tric power they need at the best possible 

price. And behind the scenes, we are 

working with a network of cooperatives 

to make that happen. 

 Coles-Moultrie is a part of Prairie 

Power, Inc., which creates the power, 

along with nine other distribution co-

ops that receive power from Prairie 

Power. We helped to create this second 

tier co-op so that we have more control 

over power supply and pricing.

 It also takes a lot of money to run 

an electric co-op, so when we need to 

borrow capital, we turn to either the 

National Rural Utilities Cooperative 

Finance Corporation (CFC) or 

CoBank. Both of these organizations 

are also cooperatives. CFC is owned by 

electric co-ops throughout the country, 

and CoBank is owned by electric and 

agricultural co-ops nationwide.

 As you know, every month we 

generate an electric bill that we send to 

you either electronically or through reg-

ular mail. We use National Information 

Solutions Cooperative to ensure we can 

apply the latest technology, help lower 

your energy costs and send timely, accu-

rate bills to you.

 No business can operate without 

several diff erent types of insurance, 

such as general liability, auto and work-

men’s compensation. So once again, 

along with other electric cooperatives 

across the country, we are members 

of Federated Rural Electric Insurance 

Exchange. Th is allows us to maintain 

reliable coverage at an aff ordable price.

 It also takes a whole lot of “stuff ” to 

operate an electric co-op, such as poles, 

wires, transformers and many other 

items that you may not see. Th is is why 

we partnered with other co-ops to cre-

ate United Utility Supply. Th e power 

of this co-op allows us to have quick 

access to all the materials we need at 

the best price.

 Coles-Moultrie is a member of 

Touchstone Energy, a nationwide alli-

ance of 750 local, consumer-owned 

electric cooperatives. Our participation 

allows us access to a wealth of infor-

mational materials. It also allows us to 

benchmark our performance in com-

parison with other co-ops so that we 

can learn from others as we constantly 

strive to serve you better. 

 So, while you are a member of one 

electric co-op, you are actually con-

nected to many other co-ops. And 

being connected to this cooperative 

network ensures your needs are met in 

the most effi  cient and cooperative way 

possible. 

 Adam Schwartz is the founder of Th e 
Cooperative Way a consulting fi rm that 
helps co-ops succeed.  He is an author, 
speaker and member-owner of the CDS 
Consulting Co-op. You can follow him on 
Twitter @adamcooperative or email him 
at aschwartz@thecooperativeway.coop.
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Top five energy users in your home
A starting point for savings

By Anne Prince

 While most homeowners would like 

to be more energy effi  cient and save 

money, often it feels overwhelming 

because many people don’t know where 

to start. How can the average family use 

less energy, lower their utility bill and 

still meet their daily energy needs? To 

help jumpstart your eff ort, it is useful to 

know what the top energy users are in 

your home. With this knowledge, you 

can choose a path that works best for 

your family.  

According to the U.S. Energy 

Information Agency, the top fi ve energy 

users in U.S. homes are:

1. Space cooling 

2. Space heating

3. Water heating

4. Lighting

5. Refrigeration

Adjust the temperature.
 Together, home heating and cooling 

use the most energy and take the big-

gest bite out of your energy budget. On 

the bright side, there are ways you can 

achieve at least 10 percent savings by 

taking a few simple low-cost or no-cost 

steps. 

 During cold weather, set 

your thermostat to 68degrees 

Fahrenheit. 

 During warm weather, the recom-

mended indoor temperature is 78 

degrees Fahrenheit.

 Cleaning the fi lters of your 

HVAC system can cut costs from 

fi ve to 15 percent. 

 Clean the coils around your elec-

tric baseboard heater to maintain 

maximum effi  ciency.

 Caulk and weather-strip around 

windows and doors to pre-

vent heat from escaping to the 

outdoors. 

 No matter what the 

climate or time of year, 

proper use of a program-

mable thermostat can 

save you 10 percent on 

your monthly utility bill.  

Shine the light on savings.
 Take a fresh look 

at the lighting in your 

home. If you still use 

incandescent lighting, 

your light bulbs are 

operating at only 25 

percent energy effi  ciency. 

Replacing your home’s 

fi ve most frequently 

used bulbs with Energy 

Star-certifi ed LEDs can 

save you $75 per year. 

Another easy way to save 

is to always turn lights 

off  in rooms that are not 

being used. 

Water heating efficiency
 Just as it is energy-wise to insulate 

your roof, wall or fl oor, it also pays 

to wrap your hot water heater with 

an insulating blanket. Th is is all the 

more critical if you have an older unit.  

Make sure to follow the manufacturer’s 

instructions. For additional effi  ciency 

and savings, insulate exposed hot water 

lines and drain one to two gallons of 

water from the bottom of your tank 

annually to prevent sediment build-up. 

Put cold hard cash back in your wallet.
 If your refrigerator was purchased 

before 2001, chances are it uses 40 per-

cent more energy than a new Energy 

Star model. If you are considering an 

appliance update, a new Energy Star 

refrigerator uses at least 15 percent 

less energy than non-qualifi ed mod-

els and 20 percent less energy than 

required by current federal standards. 

Regardless of the age of your fridge, 

there are additional steps you can take 

to save energy and money. For example, 

don’t keep your refrigerator too cold. 

Th e Department of Energy recom-

mends temperatures of 35 –38 degrees 

Fahrenheit for the fresh food compart-

ment and 0 degrees Fahrenheit for 

separate freezers (used for long-term 

storage). 

 

 By understanding how your home 

uses energy, you can determine the 

best ways to modify energy use and 

keep more money in your wallet. 

For additional ways to save, contact 

Coles-Moultrie’s energy experts at 

888-661-2632.

 Anne Prince writes on consumer and 
cooperative aff airs for the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association, the 
Arlington, Va.-based service arm of the 
nation’s 900-plus consumer-owned, not-
for-profi t electric cooperatives.


