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2012 Annual Meeting
Muggy weather didn’t dampen 

the spirits of Clay Electric 

Co-operative, Inc. members as they 

gathered at Charley Brown Park 

Fairgrounds for the 68th Annual 

Meeting.

 John Meng, executive vice presi-

dent and general manager for the 

rural electric cooperative gave mem-

bers a brief but thorough update on 

the Prairie State Energy Campus 

and Clay Electric’s progress in pro-

viding online bill paying.

 Meng discussed Southern Illinois 

Power Cooperative (SIPC), Clay 

Electric’s wholesale power supplier 

and its generation portfolio. “As 

I announced last year, SIPC is a 

part owner in Prairie State Energy 

Campus. When the second unit 

of Prairie State is put on line later 

this year, it will be the cleanest coal 

fired generating plant in the United 

States,” said Meng. “The coal comes 

from a mine located on the Prairie 

State property with the coal supply 

connected to the plant by a conveyor. 

The close proximity of the mine to 

the plant means there are no trans-

portation costs involved. Prairie 

State is also set to comply with all 

existing emissions regulations as well 

as many regulations that could be 

put in place in the future.”

 He also explained how SIPC has 

positioned itself for the long term 

to secure the energy future of its 

distribution members, including 

Clay Electric. “With the long term 

approach SIPC and its member 

systems have taken along with the 

ownership of generating assets, it 

positions Clay Electric to provide 

the effort to keep the elec-

tricity you purchase safe, 

reliable and affordable,” said 

Meng.

 The crowd was very 

pleased when Meng 

announced that, based on 

its current information, 

“Clay Electric sees no need 

for an adjustment of rates in 

2013.”

 Meng encouraged mem-

bers to pay their bills with 

ACH to save time and 

money on postage and told 

them the co-op expects to 

have on-line bill payment available 

in the near future. They are to watch 

for the announcement in Illinois 

Country Living Magazine and on 

Clay Electric’s website at www.ceci.

coop. 

 Other business included:

 A report of kilowatt hours 

sold in 2011. Clay Electric 

Co-operative saw a decrease of 

5 percent over 2010.

 Indicated that the number of 

new services was down two 

compared to 2010 and miles of 

line decreased from 952 to 943. 

The number of defective poles 

replaced during 2011 was 117. 

 Re-elected three board mem-

bers: Frank Czyzewski of 

Louisville, Bob Pierson of 

Flora and Greg Smith of 

Xenia.

 Clay Electric Co-operative, Inc. is 

a member of Touchstone Energy® 

— an alliance of more than 720 

local, consumer-owned electric 

utilities around the country. Clay 

Electric Co-operative serves more 

than 3,236 meters over 943 miles 

of line in parts of Clay, Effingham, 

Fayette, Jasper, Marion, Richland 

and Wayne counties. For more infor-

mation visit www.ceci.coop.

2012 Annual Meeting Prize winners

$100 bill credits: David Gray, Wanda Gish, Bruce Dasch, Loren Pilcher, and 
David Young

$50 bill credits: Ronald Onstott, Joey Logan, Michael Goodman, John Casolari, 
Robert Snell, and Virginia Dennis

$20 bill credits: Robert McKnelly, Betty Klanke, Richard Rice, Jerry Wood, 
Pat Anderson, Mitch Gill, Frank King, Mary Smith, Melvin Stanley, and Linda 
Smith

During the meeting three directors were re-
elected. They are l-r, General Manager John 
Meng, Bob Pierson, Frank Czyzewski and 
Greg Smith.
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Minutes of Board of Trustees Meeting
Regular meeting August 27, 2012

Trustees present were: Frank 

Czyzewski, Bill Croy, Neil 

Gould, Frank Herman, Kevin 

Logan, Bob Pierson, Richard 

Rudolphi, Danny Schnepper 

and Greg Smith. Also present 

were Executive Vice President/

General Manager John Meng, and 

Cooperative Attorney Melanie 

Pearce. The invocation was given by 

Frank Herman.

 Approved the minutes of the 

regular meeting held July 30, 2012.

 Accepted 9 new members for 

service.

 Cancelled 7 members no longer 

receiving service.

 Approved work orders in the 

amount of $11,476.52.

 Discussed and Accepted the dis-

bursement list for the month of July, 

2012.  

 Heard a report by Trustee Logan 

concerning the AIEC including 

Executive Summary, AIEC Board 

Meeting, legislative updates, per-

sonnel, ARES, Ameren Wholesale 

Delivery charges, Regional Meeting, 

Resolutions Committee Review, 

AIEC Scholarships program, 

ITCA Annual Meeting, and the 

Continuing Education program.

 Heard a report by Trustee 

Herman concerning the recent 

SIPC Board meeting, including the 

financials, status of operation, status 

of EPA permit applications, Ameren 

Wholesale Delivery charges, 2012 

SIPC margins, 2013 Budget consid-

erations, drought conditions, and the 

Wabash/Hoosier merger..

 Approved the financial and 

maintenance reports for the month 

of June, as presented by Gen. Mgr. 

Meng.

 Discussed the upcoming Clay 

Electric Cooperative Annual 

Meeting.

 Discussed the upcoming Region 

5 & 6 meeting.

 Heard reports by Gen. Mgr. 

Meng on NRECA Medical Plan 

rates, Succession Planning, Work 

Plan, Repairs made on Digger 

Truck, and Right of Way clearing,

 Approved the retirement of 

Capital Credits to the estate of 

one deceased member pursuant to 

Cooperative policy.

 Informed of several faults to 

underground power lines, that 

occurred during the recent drought.

 Disbursed NRECA August 2012 

Recess Pocket Card, CECI Safety 

Policy # 800-7, and the September 

Embody Health Issue.

 Adjournment.

Clay County Water Update
Clay County Water, Inc. continues the construction of the Phase 3 

waterline project. The remainder of the Phase 3 project includes 

water lines located in Stanford, and South Clay City Townships. 

If you have not been contacted, or would like to sign up for water ser-

vice to your location, please call. Do not put this off any longer, as fees 

will increase as the project proceeds.

Doug Hockman 662-6666, Sue Pettit 662-4305, Bob Pierson 662-

7471, Kye Hemphill 662-4590, Bill Seelman 662-8479, Dwight 

Edgington 678-2782, Kevin Henry 618-838-6123, or Hank Hilmes 

662-2388.
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The cooperative model has stood 

the test of time. It’s proven to 

be an effective means to help people 

just like you, meet common eco-

nomic, social, and cultural needs and 

aspirations through jointly owned 

and democratically controlled 

enterprise efforts. In simple terms, 

a cooperative makes it feasible for a 

group of people to accomplish what 

an individual in business might 

struggle to do.

 The cooperative model pre-dates 

1844. However, it was in that year 

that the Rochdale principles were 

first penned in England as the gov-

erning trademarks for running a 

small, local consumer cooperative. 

Through the years, the principles 

have been adapted to make them 

relevant to the time, but the early 

pioneers of this model continue 

to have their stamp on the Seven 

Cooperative Principles on which 

we operate, and by which we now 

celebrate.

 In fact, the cooperative model 

is so successful that the United 

Nations General Assembly pro-

claimed 2012 to be recognized 

as the International Year of 

Cooperatives. That means the world 

is celebrating the cooperative mem-

berships of 800 million people. In 

the United States that would be 350 

million people with memberships in 

29,000 cooperatives. And in Illinois, 

among cooperatives, Clay Electric, 

your electric cooperative, makes you 

one of the key players.  

 So, let’s look inward to see how 

our cooperative is serving 

you. 

 We have Voluntary and 

Open Membership – the 

first of the seven principles. 

If you move into Clay’s ter-

ritory, our electric services 

are open to you. We don’t 

discriminate. The only 

requirement is that you 

accept the responsibilities of 

membership.

 Do you attend our Annual 

Meeting each year? You 

absolutely should. There 

you can exercise your rights 

under the second principle 

–   Democratic Member Control. 

At the Annual Meeting you can 

exercise your right to vote for men 

and women who will represent your 

interests on the Board of Directors. 

Keep in mind, your interests and 

their interests are the same because 

they live in the cooperative territory. 

You want affordable, reliable ser-

vices. They do, too. 

 Your contributions to the coop-

erative’s capital mean you reap 

the rewards of its successes, hence 

the third principle – Members’ 

Economic Participation. Your pay-

ments not only provide electricity to 

your home, but they keep our coop-

erative structure in place, which in 

turn serves you. Those on the lines 

before you, and your contributions 

have or will assist in the following: 

developing the cooperative, possibly 

setting up reserves, benefiting mem-

bers in proportion to their trans-

actions with the cooperative and 

supporting other activities approved 

by the membership.

 The fourth provision provides you 

- Autonomy and Independence. 

Cooperatives are autonomous, self-

help organizations. You have the 

control. Should Clay Electric enter 

into an agreement with a govern-

ment agency or embark on a capital 

venture, we do so on your terms.

 As a cooperative we are interested 

in your safety and well-being; we 

attempt to inform you of financial 

savings and life-saving precautions 

through direct contact with you. 

We provide newsletters and issues 

of Illinois Country Living (your 

rural electric magazine) and we 

have a presence on the web (www.

ceci.coop) to help educate you on 

these issues. In addition, we train 

our managers and board directors 

so they will make the wisest deci-

sions regarding your electricity. 

Through this the fifth principle is 

fulfilled – Education, Training and 

Information.

 We know the cooperative model 

is a great framework in which to 

do business. Can we strengthen 

that? Yes. Cooperatives serve their 

members and strengthen the coop-

erative movement when working 

together through local, national, 

regional and international structures. 

That’s known as the sixth principle: 

Cooperation Among Cooperatives.

 The final cooperative principle 

– Concern for Community – com-

pletes the picture. Not only do we 

exist to provide a service, but the 

member is truly at the heart of our 

operations. Clay Electric saw the 

need for rural water many years 

ago and stepped up to assist in 

the development of Clay County 

Water (CCW), and continues to 

offer management services for them. 

CCW is now serving 485 water 

meters and the Phase 3 project 

is being built right now to serve 

approximately 200 more. 

  In short, your cooperative/our 

cooperative is working to enhance 

the community. We want to assist 

in community efforts of which you 

approve to make our community 

a better place to live and work. 

Sometimes it comes in the form of 

home improvement programs such 

as the recent HomE grant rebates 

that put money back in your pock-

ets. Regardless, everything we do 

must be to enhance our community 

and your lives.

 As the world celebrates the 

cooperative in 2012, Clay Electric 

Cooperative is proud to be an 

example of a viable cooperative 

now operating in its 68th year. And 

we are happy to celebrate you as a 

member.
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Air Evac Lifeteam – Your Rural Connection 
To the Best Healthcare Available
Maybe it was a miracle, divine 

intervention, or just plain 

luck. But Bill Kennedy is alive today, 

and has several people to thank after 

suffering a nearly-tragic accident 

in 2010 on his property in rural 

Hurricane Mills, Tenn.

 Kennedy, 66, suffered 3rd degree 

burns on 35 percent of his body 

while he was working underneath 

a Combine on Oct. 2, 2010. That 

afternoon, while attempting to 

repair the faulty machine, a spark 

ignited some hydraulic fluid that 

had leaked onto his left leg. Within 

seconds his clothes were incinerated 

and his left leg and arm were on fire, 

with the flames licking higher than 

Kennedy’s head. 

 Bill Kennedy was in grave trouble, 

and he knew it.

 “At that moment I remember 

asking God to forgive me of my 

sins,” said Kennedy, who admit-

ted his next memory was sitting 

50 feet from the Combine clear 

of danger. Inexplicably, Kennedy 

somehow made it out of the burning 

Combine, although he has no recol-

lection on how it happened.

 Kennedy’s neighbor, Rob Jones, 

happened upon Kennedy and put 

out the flames still engulfing the 

Hurricane 

Mills man. 

“When he 

found me I 

was sitting in 

the field still 

on fire,” said 

Kennedy. “Rob 

later said that 

something told 

him to come 

to my property 

and check on 

me.” Kennedy 

credits Jones 

for saving his 

life, along with 

the quick actions of Eric Mayberry, 

who together with Jones loaded up 

the injured man in Mayberry’s truck 

and drove to Three Rivers Hospital 

in Waverly, Tenn.

 Along the way, the men called 

the hospital to inform them of 

Kennedy’s accident, and that air 

medical transport would probably 

be needed to Vanderbilt Hospital in 

Nashville. 

 With severe and possibly life-

threatening burns, Kennedy was 

loaded into the waiting Air Evac 

Lifeteam helicopter to get the 

definitive and life-saving medical 

care he needed. Air Evac Lifeteam, 

with 110 bases nationwide, is the 

largest independently-owned air 

ambulance service in the country 

and serves as the critical link to 

improved response time and imme-

diate access to medical care facili-

ties. Following traumatic farming 

accidents such as the one suffered by 

Bill Kennedy, an air ambulance can 

save considerable time and increases 

the likelihood of a positive outcome.

 Today, Bill Kennedy is alive, and 

thankful to the Air Evac Lifeteam 

crew that helped save his life.

Air Evac Lifeteam Memberships – A Great Value

Air Evac Lifeteam and the Clay Electric Co-op are teaming up to offer Air Evac Lifeteam memberships at 

reduced rates for members of the Co-op.

 For only $40 to $50, members can receive an annual membership from Air Evac Lifeteam, the largest inde-

pendently-owned air ambulance service in the country. Memberships are also available for $5 per month added 

to your Clay Electric Co-op bill each month.  Once an individual becomes a member, they will never get a bill 

if they are flown by Air Evac Lifeteam.

 Memberships are valid in all Air Evac Lifeteam service areas, so members are covered while traveling 

through the 15-state service area. 

 “We feel an Air Evac Lifeteam membership is a good value, and with this discount it’s even better,” said 

Membership Sales Manager Chris Rogers. “Thanks to our membership program, we can transport people in 

life-threatening medical emergencies in rural areas that otherwise might be able to support an air ambulance 

service.”

 For information about Air Evac Lifeteam’s membership program, call Rogers at 217-690-6488. 
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