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Eight 2011 IEC Memorial  
Scholarships Available

Clay Electric Cooperative 

Executive Vice President / 

General Manager John E. Meng has 

announced that the Illinois electric 

cooperatives will again in 2011 

award seven academic scholarships 

to high school seniors through a 

memorial scholarship fund designed 

to financially assist deserving 

students in the “electric cooperative 

family.” In addition, a new eighth 

scholarship – to assist with costs 

in attending an electric lineworker 

school – will be offered for the first 

time.

 The eight scholarships of 

$1,250 each will be awarded in 2011 

through the Thomas H. Moore 

Illinois Electric Cooperatives (IEC) 

Memorial Scholarship Program.

 Four scholarships will be 

awarded to high school seniors 

who are the sons or daughters of an 

Illinois electric cooperative member 

receiving service from the coopera-

tive. A fifth scholarship, the Earl 

W. Struck Memorial Scholarship, 

will be awarded to a student who 

is the son or daughter of an Illinois 

electric cooperative employee. The 

sixth and seventh scholarships are 

reserved for students enrolling 

full-time at a two-year Illinois 

community college who are the 

sons or daughters of Illinois electric 

cooperative members, employees or 

directors.

 A new eighth an-

nual scholarship, the “LaVern 

and Nola McEntire Lineworker’s 

Scholarship,” will be awarded for 

the first time in 2011. This $1,250 

scholarship will help pay for costs 

to attend the lineworker’s school 

conducted by the Association of 

Illinois Electric Cooperatives in 

conjunction with Lincoln Land 

Community College, Springfield, 

Ill. LaVern McEntire served as a 

lineman for McDonough Power 

Electric Cooperative from 1949 

until 1991. He and his wife, Nola, 

helped to endow and establish the 

new scholarship to financially assist 

deserving individuals in becoming 

trained lineworkers. Relatives of 

co-op employees or directors are 

eligible for the lineworker’s scholar-

ship, as are individuals who have 

served or are serving in the armed 

forces or National Guard.

 “We hope to assist electric 

cooperative youth while honoring 

past rural electric leaders with these 

scholarships,” says Gen. Mgr. Meng. 

“Clay Electric, and the other Illinois 

electric cooperatives are always seek-

ing ways to make a difference in our 

communities. One of the best ways 

we can do that is by helping our 

youth through programs like this 

one. In addition, we are very pleased 

to offer the new electric lineworker’s 

scholarship. It will benefit not only 

electric cooperative youth but also 

those fine men and women who 

have served their country through 

their military service and may now 

be wanting to become a trained 

lineworker.”

 Past local winners of scholar-

ships include, 2010 winner Kate 

Henderson Flora High School, and 

2009 winner Kaylee McCollum of 

North Clay High School. 

 For more information regard-

ing the scholarships, contact your 

Guidance Counselor, or Clay 

Electric Cooperative Member 

Services Director, Doug Hockman 

618-662-2171.  All necessary 

paperwork has been sent to area 

high school guidance counselors and 

is also available for download at the 

Clay Electric Cooperative’s website 

at www.ceci.coop.  

2010 winner Kate 
Henderson is pictured 
with Clay Board 
member/Flora School 
Administrator Bob 
Pierson (left), Kate 
(center) and Clay 
Electric General 
Manager John Meng 
(right).
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Clay County water update

Minutes of Board of Trustees Meeting 
August 23, 2010

Trustees present were: Frank 

Czyzewski, Bill Croy, Neil Gould, 

Frank Herman, Kevin Logan, Bob 

Pierson, Richard Rudolphi, Danny 

Schnepper and Greg Smith. Also 

present were Executive Vice Presi-

dent/General Manager John Meng, 

and Cooperative Attorney Melanie 

Pearce.  The invocation was given by 

Trustee Schnepper.

 Heard a presentation by Nancy 

Nixon, Marketing Administrator of 

the AIEC, concerning Touchstone 

Energy value to Clay Electric mem-

bers, and also conducted a training 

session.

 Approved the minutes of the 

regular meeting held July26, 2010.

 Accepted 11 new members for 

service.

 Canceled 14 members no lon-

ger receiving service.

 Approved work orders in the 

amount of $71,177.26.

 Accepted the disbursement list 

for the month of July, 2010.

 Approved the financial and 

maintenance reports for the month 

of July, 2010 as presented by Gen. 

Mgr. Meng along with an invoice 

from SIPC labeled “Power Deliv-

ered in July 2010.”  Also referenced 

by Gen. Mgr. Meng was the MISO 

transmission credits.

 Heard a report by Trustee Lo-

gan concerning the recent AIEC 

monthly Board meeting.

 Heard a report by Trustee Her-

man concerning the recent SIPC 

Board meeting.

 Reminded of the upcoming 

Clay Electric Cooperative Annual 

Meeting, and discussed various re-

lated items.

 Informed of upcoming Region 

V meeting.

 Heard a report by Gen. Mgr. 

Meng regarding NRECA rates for 

benefits.

 Informed of additional Right 

Of Way maintenance. 

 Discussed Clay Electric mar-

keting High Speed internet service, 

with no action taken.

 Reviewed, Discussed and Ap-
proved Policy 900-1 regarding line 

extensions to non-permanent and 

seasonal-type facilities. 

 Discussed various items con-

cerning the replacement of a Coop-

erative Digger Truck.

 Approved the retirement of 

Capital Credits to the estate of one 

deceased member pursuant to Co-

operative Policy.

 Adjournment.

Clay County Water (CCW) is getting close to the end of con-

struction of Phase 2. It includes parts of the following town-

ships; S.E. Songer, North Harter, South Louisville and North 

Stanford. Tri S Excavators of Odin, Ill. is the contractor. They have 

completed the trenching and are in the process of flushing lines 

and pressure testing. The meters will be set as soon as testing and 

the disinfecting of the lines are completed. A representative of Clay 

County Water will be contacting you regarding the placement of 

the meter. Please contact us if you are interested in the water or 

have any questions.

 Clay County Water, Inc. also received word from USDA Rural 

Development, that the funds have been obligated for the Phase 3 

project. The Phase 3 project includes about 50 miles of water line 

located in Southeast Xenia, South Stanford, South Harter, South 

Clay City Townships and a few other short line extensions in the 

area.

 We are now finalizing the map of where exactly the line will go. 

If you have not been contacted, or would like to sign up for water 

service to your location, please call. Do not put this off any longer.

Doug Hockman 662-6666, Sue Pettit 662-4305, 

Bob Pierson 662-7471, Kye Hemphill 662-4590, 

Bill Seelman 662-8479, Dwight Edgington 678-2782 

Kevin Henry 618-838-6123, or Hank Hilmes 662-2388.

Aloysius “Al” Winka, 83 of 

Flora, Ill. died Friday Sep-

tember 10 at his home. Al was 

a Line Foreman and worked 

for Clay Electric Cooperative 

for over 34 years. He retired in 

1989. Al is survived by his wife 

Dorothy and 4 daughters Julia 

Winka, Linda Etchison, Karen 

Whitehead, and Susan Burton, 

two brothers , two sisters and 10 

grandchildren. Funeral services 

with military honors were held 

Tuesday, Sept. 14, with burial in 

St. Stephen’s Cemetery in Flora.
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7784 Old Hwy. 50, P.O. Box 517, Flora, Illinois 62839

Office hours: 7:30 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.
We will be closed Thursday, November 11, for Veterans Day.

All about staying safe

Clay County Farm Bureau hosted a Farm Safety 

Day outing at Charley Brown Park in Flora on 

Oct. 5, 2010. Clay Electric Journeymen Linemen 

Luke Johnson and Adam Smith explained and dem-

onstrated the dangers of electricity when not used 

properly. Luke explained to the kids that if they were 

ever involved in a car accident with power lines, to 

stay in the car until trained utility personnel arrived 

and safely removed the lines. He told the group that 

if they had to get out of the car, that the proper way 

to exit was to keep both feet together and hop as far 

away as possible, and to keep their arms against their 

chest, and not touch any part of the car as they were 

exiting. Adam demonstrated the tools of the trade 

that the linemen use to safely work with electricity.  

The kids involved were from Flora and North Clay 

grade schools.
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Ice and heavy snows can produce 
prolonged power outages 

Heavy accumulations of ice and 

snow coupled with fluctuating 

winter temperatures can bring down 

utility poles, trees and limbs with 

the ability to disrupt power for days 

on end. With this comes a threat to 

property and also to life itself.

 “In a winter storm emergency, 

restoring power and heat to con-

sumers is the highest priority, and 

electric utility crews work around 

the clock to restore service,¨ says 

Natalie Hemmer, member of the Safe 

Electricity team. “Severe damage to 

power lines and distribution systems 

may take days to repair, especially if 

the icing conditions are ongoing.¨

 Avoid going outside if possible. 

Downed power lines could be sub-

merged in snow and ice and difficult 

to identify. When outside, treat all 

downed and hanging lines as if they 

are energized electric lines: Stay away, 

warn others to stay away and imme-

diately contact your utility company. 

Remember that downed power lines 

do NOT have to be arcing, sparking 

or moving to be  “live” and deadly.

 Safe Electricity stresses the im-

portance of being prepared for dan-

gerous winter storms and the power 

outages they may cause. Preparing 

ahead of time in order to have the 

right supplies and the knowledge to 

stay warm safely are keys to weather-

ing a winter storm emergency. Safe 

Electricity offers the following tips to 

winterize your home:

 Insulate walls, attics and pipes. 

 Caulk and install weather-strips 

on windows and doors. 

 Install storm windows or plastic 

sheeting to cover windows. 

 Repairs roof leaks. 

 Call the utility company to cut 

branches away from your home 

and power lines Safe Electricity 

emphasizes that everyone, 

particularly families with special 

needs, must be prepared in case 

of a winter emergency and long-

term power outages. 

 Always keep a battery-powered 

radio or TV, flashlights and a 

supply of fresh batteries in case 

of an emergency. Test these 

ahead of time to make sure they 

are operational. 

 Know where to find extra 

blankets. 

 Fill spare containers with water 

for washing, and keep a supply of 

bottled drinking water on hand. 

 Keep a supply of non-perishable 

food items, along with a hand 

opener for canned food. 

 Switch off lights and appliances 

to prevent damaging appliances 

and overloading circuits when 

power is restored. Leave one 

lamp or light switch on as a sig-

nal for when your power returns. 

 To prevent water pipes from 

freezing, keep faucets turned on 

slightly so that water drips from 

the tap. Know how to shut off 

water valves just in case a pipe 

bursts. 

 Check on elderly or disabled 

friends and neighbors. 

 Do not use charcoal grills or gas 

ovens to heat your home; this 

could lead to carbon monoxide 

poisoning.

 It’s a good idea to assemble a di-

saster supply kit that includes needed 

items ahead of time. Do not forget 

to include a first aid kit, prescription 

medications, and any special items 

needed for infant, elderly or disabled 

family members. Maintaining 

warmth is a priority during a winter 

emergency. Loss of body heat or hy-

pothermia can be life threatening. In 

order to avoid cold weather fatalities:

 Stay inside and dress in warm, 

layered clothing. 

 Close off unneeded rooms. 

 When using an alternative heat 

source, follow operating instruc-

tions, use fire safeguards and be 

sure to properly ventilate. Always 

keep a multipurpose, dry-

chemical fire extinguisher nearby 

and know how to use it. 

 Stuff towels and rags underneath 

doors to keep the heat in. 

 Cover windows at night. 

 Maintain a regular diet. Food 

provides the body with energy 

for creating its own energy. 

 Drink plenty of fluids to stay 

hydrated. 

 Move around to keep warm, 

but not enough to perspire. 

Perspiring causes the body to 

lose fluids, which could poten-

tially lead to dehydration. 

 Keep a close eye on the tem-

perature in your home. Infants 

or persons over age 65 are more 

susceptible to the cold. You may 

want to stay with friends, rela-

tives or in a shelter if you cant 

keep your home warm. 

 Consider installing ground fault 

circuit interrupters (GFCI) for 

electrical outlets in areas that 

might be affected by melting 

snow or ice. This will help pre-

vent electrocutions and electrical 

shock injuries. Portable GFCIs 

that do not require tools for in-

stallation can also be purchased 

for winter emergency supply kits.

 If you use a standby generator, 

make sure it has a transfer safety 

switch or that your power is cut off at 

the breaker box before you operate it. 

This prevents electricity from travel-

ing back through the power lines, 

or what is also known as back feed. 

Back feed creates danger for anyone 

near power lines, particularly crews 

working to restore power. Be sure to 

let your electric utility know that you 

have a generator.
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