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Farmers urged to be aware of 
electrical hazards

Farmers and farm family members 

face dangers every day. Although 

tragedies such as tractor rollovers 

and grain bin suffocation receive the 

most attention, electrocution and 

electrical burn accidents are frequent 

on farms. And electrical safety is 

one of the priorities during National 

Farm Safety and Health Week, Sep-

tember 19-25.

 The simple movement of a 

portable grain auger from one bin 

to another can have tragic results 

if the individuals involved are not 

extremely careful. The use of trac-

tors with large cabs and antennas 

and oversized grain wagons can also 

result in preventable electrocution 

incidents.

 Electrical equipment around 

fields, such as power lines in the end 

rows may get overlooked during 

such a hectic time of year as harvest.  

However failure to notice overhead 

power lines can be a deadly over-

sight.

 Most farmsteads could use a 

very careful overhead visual inspec-

tion of electric lines. The service may 

no longer meet the proper height 

codes because of age and/or damage 

to poles and pole guy wires. The sag 

may have increased over the years, 

while the height of the machinery 

being used today may be much 

higher.

 However, today’s farm equip-

ment has a long reach when ex-

tended; and even when collapsed for 

roadway transport, many pieces of 

equipment may exceed the height of 

power lines.  A daily check should 

be made of where equipment will be 

moving to ensure that it will clear 

power lines.  But don’t take matters 

into your own hands.  They may 

not be as high as they look.  Always 

use a spotter, someone with a broad 

vantage point, when working in the 

vicinity of power lines.

 Maintain a 10-foot separa-

tion from a power line completely 

around it, whether you are driving 

underneath or passing a grain auger 

near it. A 53-year old Michigan 

truck driver who was cleaning sugar 

beets out of his truck unknowingly 

raised the bed into a 4800-volt over-

head power line. As he stood in the 

wet field and touched the energized 

truck bed, he was fatally burned.

 In addition to conducting a 

field survey of power lines to locate 

potential hazards, employers should 

obtain safety information from util-

ity companies for the benefit of their 

workers, if the lines are to remain 

energized.

 Where possible, install electrical 

safety warning signage to prevent 

equipment and personnel contact 

with power lines. This will also be 

beneficial to your suppliers who may 

be making deliveries to your farm. 

Always keep in mind that electricity 

doesn’t allow mistakes. And neither 

should you.
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Clay County 
water update

Clay County Water (CCW) 

is well into the construction 

of Phase 2. It includes parts of 

the following townships; S.E. 

Songer, North Harter, South 

Louisville and North Stanford.  

Tri S Excavators of Odin IL is 

the contractor. Please contact 

us if you are interested in the 

water or have any questions.

 We have also turned in 

the funding application for the 

Phase 3 project which includes 

Southeast Xenia, South Stan-

ford, South Harter, and South 

Clay City Townships.

 We are now finalizing the 

map of where exactly the line 

will go. If you have not been 

contacted, or would like to sign 

up for water service to your lo-

cation, please call.  Do not put 

this off any longer.

Doug Hockman 662-6666

Sue Pettit 662-4305, 

Bob Pierson 662-7471

Kye Hemphill 662-4590

Bill Seelman 662-8479

Dwight Edgington 678-2782 

Kevin Henry 618-838-6123

Hank Hilmes 662-2388.

7784 Old Hwy. 50, P.O. Box 517, Flora, Illinois 62839

Office hours: 
7:30 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.

Minutes of Board of 
Trustees Meeting 

June 28, 2010

Trustees present were: Frank 

Czyzewski, Bill Croy, Neil Gould, 

Frank Herman, Kevin Logan, Bob 

Pierson, Richard Rudolphi, Danny 

Schnepper and Greg Smith. Also 

present were Executive Vice Presi-

dent/General Manager John Meng, 

and Cooperative Attorney Melanie 

Pearce.  The invocation was given by 

Trustee Logan.

 Heard a report by Youth To 

Washington Tour participants Sarah 

Briscoe, and Justin Brown about 

their recent trip to Washington, DC.

 Approved the minutes of the 

regular meeting held May 24, 2010.

 Accepted 16 new members for 

service.

 Canceled 13 members no lon-

ger receiving service.

 Approved work orders in the 

amount of $56,649.58.

 Accepted the disbursement list 

for the month of May, 2010.

 Approved the financial and 

maintenance reports for the month 

of May, 2010 as presented by Gen. 

Mgr. Meng along with an invoice 

from SIPC labeled “Power Deliv-

ered in May 2010.”  Also noted by 

Gen. Mgr. Meng was the impact of 

the pay off of loan notes.

 Heard a report by Trustee Lo-

gan concerning the recent AIEC 

monthly Board meeting.

 Heard a report by Trustee Her-

man concerning the recent SIPC 

Board meeting.

 Disbursed for review, SIPC 

bid sheet containing list of potential 

lenders.

 Disbursed information on Di-

rector Courses that will be offered at 

the upcoming AIEC Annual meet-

ing.

 Discussed the upcoming Re-

gion V & VI meeting.

 Approved Revision of Pro-

posed By-Laws with stated amend-

ments.

 Informed of repairs being made 

on 2 Cooperative line trucks.

 Reviewed, Discussed, and 
Approved the purchase of projec-

tor equipment for the Cooperative 

Board room.

 Approved write-offs totaling 

$1,540.16 through June 2010.

 Approved action by Coopera-

tive attorney to attempt to collect 

un-paid bill from Billingsley Elec-

tric, Flora IL.

 Heard a report by Gen. Mgr. 

Meng regarding the retirement of 

Capital Credits to the estate of one 

deceased member.  Approved the 

request pursuant to Cooperative 

Policy.

 Adjournment.
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48Taking precautions during harvest

Harvest season is one of the busi-

est times of the year for farmers 

– and among the most dangerous. 

Before taking to the fields, Safe 

Electricity urges farm workers to be 

aware of overhead power lines and 

to keep equipment and extensions 

far away from them. As part of the 

“Teach Learn Care TLC” campaign, 

the program encourages farm man-

ager to share this information with 

their families, and workers to keep 

them safe from farm related electrical 

accidents.

 “Electrical equipment around 

the fields, such as power lines in the 

end row areas, may get overlooked 

during such a hectic time of year,” 

says Molly Hall of Safe Electricity. 

“However, failure to notice over-

head power lines can be a deadly 

oversight.”

 Safe Electricity urges farm 

workers to heed these safety 

measures:

 Each day review all farm activi-

ties and work practices that will take 

place around power lines and remind 

all workers to take precautions. 

 Know the location of power 

lines and keep farm equipment at 

least 10 feet away from them. 

 Use care when raising augers 

or the bed of a grain truck. It can 

be difficult to estimate distance and 

sometimes a power line is closer than 

it looks. When moving large equip-

ment or high loads near a power line, 

always use a spotter, or someone to 

help make certain that contact is not 

made with a line. 

 Always lower portable augers 

or elevators to their lowest possible 

level - under 14 feet - before moving 

or transporting them. Variables like 

wind, uneven ground, shifting weight 

or other conditions can combine to 

create an unexpected result. 

 Be aware of increased height 

when loading and transporting 

larger modern tractors with higher 

antennas. 

 Never attempt to raise or move 

a power line to clear a path! 

 Don’t use metal poles when 

breaking up bridged grain inside and 

around bins. 

 As in any outdoor work, be 

careful not to raise any equipment 

such as ladders, poles or rods into 

power lines. Remember, non-metallic 

materials such as lumber, tree limbs, 

tires, ropes, and hay will conduct 

electricity depending on dampness 

and dust and dirt contamination. 

 Use qualified electricians for 

work on drying equipment and other 

farm electrical systems.

Continued on page 16d 
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The Rebates

 $1,500 – Geothermal heat pumps closed loop (14.1 EER or 3.3 COP)

 $1,500 – Geothermal heat pumps open loop (16.2 EER or 3.6 COP)

 $1,000 – Air source heat pumps  

(16 SEER)

 $350 – Natural Gas or LP furnace (95% efficiency)

 $350 – Central air conditioner  

(16 SEER)

 $250 – Heat pump water heater  

(2.0 Energy Factor)

 30% of cost of insulation and 

weatherization (max of $500)

 Maximum rebate per household is 
$1,500. Rebates began May 10, 2010, and 
will continue until the money is exhausted.

An Energy Efficiency 
Program for Clay Electric 
Cooperative Members
With our new HomE program, you can earn 

up to $1,500 in rebates for making energy-

efficient improvements to your home. Call for 

more details on this program 618-662-2171 

or 1-800-582-9012.

 Electrical work around the farm 

can also pose hazards. Often the 

need for an electrical repair comes 

at a time when a farmer has been 

working long hours and is fatigued. 

At such times its best to step back 

and wait until you’ve rested. Make 

sure you have the level of expertise 

required to do the electrical work, 

and never hesitate contact a qualified 

electrician when appropriate. Doing 

electrical work is also a good time to 

check your wires because mice and 

other animals tend to chew at them, 

leaving the electrical hazard of bare 

wires that can cause electrical shorts 

and potentially fatal shocks.

 “It’s also important for farm 

equipment operators to know what 

to do if the farm equipment comes 

in contact with a power line,” Safety 

Expert Kyle Finley says. “Staying 

inside the vehicle unless there’s fire 

or imminent risk of fire, is gener-

ally the best course of action. If the 

power line is energized and you step 

outside, your body becomes the path 

and electrocution is the result. Warn 

others who may be nearby to stay 

away and wait until the electric utility 

arrives to make sure power to the line 

is cut off.”

 If there is a threat of fire or other 

risk, the proper action is to jump – 

not step – with both feet hitting the 

ground at the same time. Do not 

allow any part of your body to touch 

the equipment and the ground at 

the same time. Continue to hop or 

shuffle to safety, keeping both feet 

together as you leave the area. Once 

you are away from the equipment, 

never attempt to get back on or even 

touch the equipment. Many elec-

trocutions occur when the operator 

dismounts and, realizing nothing has 

happened, tries to get back on the 

equipment.

 Continued from page 16c Former leader of Clay passes
James E. Campbell, 85, of Flora, Ill. 

died at 10:50 p.m. Tuesday, June 

15, 2010 at Med Central Hospital 

in Mansfield, Ohio.  He was born 

in Neosho, Mo. on Nov. 9, 1924. He 

retired as Executive Vice President 

and General Manager of Clay Elec-

tric Cooperative in Flora, Ill. Jim 

is survived by his children, Linda 

Glorioso, John Campbell and David 

Campbell, three grandchildren, and 

a great grandchild. He was preceded 

in death by his wife Patty, his par-

ents, two grandsons and two broth-

ers. Graveside services were held 

June 19, 2010 at Old Providence 

Cemetery in New Bloomfield, Mo.

 He was a member of Flora 

First Baptist Church, Chairman of 

the Flora Industrial Commission, a 

past member of the Board of Direc-

tors of the National Rural Electric 

Cooperative Association (NRECA) 

Management Committee, and the 

NRECA Parity of Rates Commit-

tee.  He also served on several state 

association boards and committees.  

 During his career he worked 

with KAMO (Kansas, Arkansas, 

and Missouri) Cooperative in Vinta, 

Okla. and Big Rivers G&T in Hen-

derson, Ky., served as Secretary of 

the Board of Nebraska Electric 

G&T Assn., Inc., in Denver, Co. and 

was a member of the Board of Di-

rectors of Soyland Power Coopera-

tive in Decatur, Ill.
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