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Local dad nominated for title  
by proud daughter
Clay Electric Cooperative 

congratulates Jack Graves 

of Elizabeth as Illinois Country 

Farmer of the Year. While only one 

individual can hold the title, we 

consider every person nominated to 

be extra special. Join us in giving our 

nominees praise. 

 Ashley McKnight, daughter of 

Clay Electric members Allen & 

JoAnn McKnight of Flora, submit-

ted the attached letter to Illinois 

Country Living to have her Dad 

nominated for the Father of the 

Year contest. No matter the outcome 

we know who Ashley has already 

chosen for her Father of the Year. 

 Earlier this year, Ashley was cho-

sen by Flora High School to repre-

sent Clay Electric Co-operative on 

the Youth To Washington Tour. She 

went to Washington D.C. in June, 

along with about 70 other Illinois 

high school students, to tour the 

nation’s capital, and to meet our 

legislators. 

 Ashley has a very promising 

future ahead of her and we wish her 

all the best. 

y y p

My father is extremely special to me and to everyone around him. He has devoted his life 

to helping others and making their lives better. He has given up so much to provide for 

everyone else. He’s a survivor and he’s a foster dad. These two things are two of the stand 

out qualities that my dad has. And he is more than the greatest, he is the absolute best!

In 2001, my father was at work just doing his daily routine at Prairie Farms. As he 

was checking a machine, he noticed that it had something caught in it. So he turned off 

the machine and reached in to remove it. This machine is the one that cuts off the flaps 

on the sides of milk jugs and a milk jug was caught. So after turning off the machine, 

he reached in. But somehow the machine kicked back on and the blade came down right 

onto his hand. His right wrist was completely cut off except, for give or take, 2 blood 

vessels. He was rushed to the hospital and was flown out to Kentucky. In a miraculous 

surgery, the doctor was able to successfully reattach his hand. In what could have been a 

tragic loss for my family, we instead have grown closer because of it. It has taught us to 

not take for granted each day that God has given us because it can easily be taken away.

My father has been involved in at least 35 foster kids’ lives. My parents have given up 

a lot to care for and provide children with love that is greatly needed. I know this for a 

fact because I was one of them. I was placed in their home at age 6. Right from the get-

go, they loved me unconditionally. They loved me in spite of my flaws. They’ve given up 

a lot for me to have the life that I do. And they’ve given up living a “child-free” life that 

people their age should be able to have. My father is an extremely caring and protective 

man. He only wants what’s best for me and my two sisters and two brothers.

To sum it all up, if anyone deserves the title of “Father of the Year,” it would be mine. 

I feel that he has done more than enough in the 11 years that he’s been my dad that he 

more than qualifies for best dad. And even if he doesn’t win, he will still be and always 

will be the best dad.

Ashley JoAnn McKnight
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Clay Electric Cooperative, Inc. Annual Meeting of members will be held 
at Charley Brown Park on Thursday,Sept. 6, 2012. Registration and the 
serving of the meal will begin at 5:15 p.m. And the business portion of 
the Annual Meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m.

Clay Electric 
Cooperative will be 

closed on Wednesday, 
July 4th in observance 
of Independence Day
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Minutes of Board of Trustees Meeting
Regular meeting April 23, 2012

Trustees present were: Frank 

Czyzewski, Bill Croy, Neil 

Gould, Frank Herman, Kevin 

Logan, Bob Pierson, Richard 

Rudolphi, Danny Schnepper 

and Greg Smith. Also present 

were Executive Vice President/

General Manager John Meng, and 

Cooperative Attorney Melanie 

Pearce. The invocation was given by 

Neil Gould.

 Guests to the meeting Earl 

Ridlen, and Brian Cherry represent-

ing the auditing firm of London 

Witte Group and Clay Electric 

Bookkeeper Ginger Williams 

entered the room. They presented, 

and reported on the December 31, 

2011 audited financial statements. 

 Approved the minutes of the reg-

ular meeting held March 26, 2012.

 Accepted 19 new members for 

service.

 Canceled 13 members no longer 

receiving service.

 Approved work orders in the 

amount of $34,449.40.

 Accepted the disbursement list 

for the month of March, 2012.  

 Heard a report by Trustee 

Logan regarding the AIEC 

financial reports as there was no 

Board Meeting held this month. 

Reminded of the upcoming legisla-

tive conference.

 Heard a report by Trustee 

Herman concerning the recent 

SIPC Board meeting, including the 

financials, status of various commit-

tees, and a report on plant operation 

.

 Approved the financial and main-

tenance reports for the month of 

March, 2012 as presented by Gen. 

Mgr. Meng.

 Heard a report on the recent 

Youth Day to Springfield IL and 

the upcoming Youth To Washington 

Tour. Participants are Ashley 

McKnight of Flora H.S. and Sierra 

Bonham from North Clay H.S.

 Heard a report by Gen. Mgr. 

Meng concerning upcoming Clay 

Electric Cooperative Annual 

Meeting of Members along with 

the nominating petition process. 

Appointed Richard Rudolphi as 

Acting Secretary for the purpose of 

certifying Candidate Nominating 

Petitions as the term for the 

Director position held by Secretary 

Greg Smith is expiring.

 Reviewed, Discussed, and 
Approved authority to Gen. Mgr. 

Meng to accept the 2012-2013 

Federated Insurance proposal.

 Reviewed Form 990 presentation.

 Heard a report by Gen. Mgr. 

Meng on Electric Utilities rate 

comparisons.

 Heard and Approved a report 

by Gen. Mgr. Meng concerning the 

retirement of Capital Credits to the 

estates of two deceased members 

pursuant to Cooperative Policy.

 Adjournment.

Clay County 
Water 
Update
Clay County Water, Inc. 

continues the construction 

of the phase 3 waterline project. 

We also continue to work on 

obtaining the necessary ease-

ments required for the project. 

Even if you do not intend to 

connect to the water, please be 

considerate of your neighbors 

that would like to connect.  

 The remainder of the phase 

3 project includes water lines 

located in Stanford, Harter, and 

South Clay City Townships. 

If you have not been contacted, 

or would like to sign up for 

water service to your location, 

please call.  Do not put this off 

any longer, as fees will increase 

as the project proceeds.

Doug Hockman 662-6666, Sue 

Pettit 662-4305, Bob Pierson 

662-7471, Kye Hemphill 662-

4590, Bill Seelman 662-8479, 

Dwight Edgington 678-2782 

Kevin Henry 618-838-6123, Or 

Hank Hilmes 662-2388.
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Keep your cool while the power is out
A number of circumstances can 

cause power interruptions, and 

damage from severe summer storms 

can cause outages that last days. 

When a power outage occurs during 

hot weather, take steps to maintain 

safety and comfort until power is 

restored.

 Many summer power outages 

are due to severe storms with high 

winds that topple utility poles and 

power lines. It’s important to stay 

clear of downed power lines at all 

times, even during cleanup efforts. 

Be alert to the possibility that tree 

limbs or debris may hide an electri-

cal hazard.

 Assume that any dangling wires 

you encounter are electrical and 

treat all downed or hanging lines as 

if they are energized. If you are driv-

ing and come upon a downed power 

line, stay in your vehicle, warn others 

to stay away and contact emergency 

personnel or electric utility. Also 

when driving, be careful at intersec-

tions where traffic lights may be out. 

Stop at all railroad crossings, and 

treat road intersections with traffic 

signals as a four-way stop before 

proceeding with caution.

 If power to your home is out for 

a prolonged period, know 

and understand important 

safety precautions and 

steps to cope with heat 

until power is restored:

 Remember to call your 

electric utility imme-

diately to report the 

outage. 

 Dress in loose, light-

weight clothing and 

stay on the coolest, 

lowest level of your 

home. 

 Use natural ventilation 

to cool homes, and 

consider purchasing 

battery-powered fans. 

 Drink plenty of water 

and avoid heavy meals, 

caffeinated and alco-

holic drinks. 

 Keep refrigerator or freezer 

doors closed. A freezer that is 

half full or full can keep foods 

frozen 24 to 48 hours. Foods 

should stay safe in an unopened 

refrigerator up to four hours. If 

an outage lasts longer than four 

hours, remove and pack meat, 

milk and other dairy products 

in a cooler with ice. 

 Use safe alternative food prepa-

rations. A barbecue grill is an 

excellent way to prepare food, 

but a charcoal grill should never 

be used indoors. Always grill 

outside. 

 Check on friends and rela-

tives—especially children, 

seniors, and those with medical 

conditions or disabilities. These 

people may need to seek emer-

gency cooling shelters. 

 Keep a first-aid kit in your 

home and one in your car. Make 

sure that it includes scissors, 

tweezers, safety pins, aspirin, 

eyewash and rubbing alcohol or 

hydrogen peroxide. 

 Close all drapes and blinds on 

the sunny side of your residence. 

 Take your family and pets to a 

cool basement location if you 

have one. Also consider going 

to an air-conditioned public 

place during warmer daytime 

hours. 

 During an outage, Safe Electricity 

recommends turning off electrical 

appliances and unplugging major 

equipment, including air condition-

ing units, computers and televisions. 

This will help protect equipment 

that could be damaged by electrical 

surges and prevent circuit overloads 

when power is restored. Leave one 

light on to indicate that power has 

been restored. Wait a few minutes 

then turn on other appliances and 

equipment one at a time.

 If you use a standby generator, 

make sure a transfer safety switch 

is used or connect the appliance(s) 

directly to the generator output 

through an isolated circuit before 

you operate it. This prevents electric-

ity from traveling back through the 

power lines, what’s known as “back 

feed.” Back feed creates danger for 

anyone near lines, particularly crews 

working to restore power.

Always grill outside. 
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