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Students meet with state leaders

SPRINGFIELD – Sen. John O. 

Jones visits with students from Clay 

Electric Co-operative, Inc. at Youth 

Day 2011 on Wednesday, April 6, in 

Springfield. Pictured, l-r, are Jones, 

Megan Kessler, Abie Bailey and 

David Graham. The students had an 

opportunity to view state govern-

ment in action talking with their 

elected representatives, and hear-

ing from both Lt. Governor Shelia 

Simon and Secretary of State Jesse 

White. The students also toured the 

Illinois Supreme Court, the Old 

State Capitol and the Abraham 

Lincoln Presidential Museum.

 The day was sponsored by the 

Association of Illinois Electric 

Cooperatives and is designed to 

introduce young rural leaders to 

state government. There were more 

than 300 students representing 26 

co-ops from across the state.

 Clay Electric Cooperative is a 

member of Touchstone Energy® — 

an alliance of more than 720 local, 

consumer-owned electric utilities 

around the country. Clay Electric 

Co-operative serves more than 

3,236 meters over 951 miles of line 

in parts of Clay, Effingham, Fayette, 

Jasper, Marion, Richland and Wayne 

counties. For more information visit 

www.ceci.coop.
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Clay Electric Co-operative, Inc.

7784 Old Hwy. 50, P.O. Box 517, Flora, Illinois 62839

Office hours: 7:30 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.

Minutes of Board of Trustees Meeting 
Regular meeting March 28, 2011

Trustees present were: Frank 

Czyzewski, Bill Croy, Neil 

Gould, Frank Herman, Bob 

Pierson, Richard Rudolphi, Danny 

Schnepper and Greg Smith. Also 

present were Executive Vice 

President/General Manager John 

Meng, and Cooperative Attorney 

Melanie Pearce.  Absent was Trustee 

Logan. The invocation was given by 

Trustee Smith.

 Duane Mercer, and Natalie 

Coklow of the London Witt Group, 

Clay Electric Auditing firm, and 

Ginger Williams, Bookkeeper of 

Clay Electric, entered the meeting. 

Guests disbursed audit letter dated 

March 28, 2010, memo summariz-

ing the audit results, and the audit 

report. They made a presentation 

concerning the audit. The guests 

then left the room.

 Discussed and approved the 

2010 audit as presented. Approved 
the hiring of the London Witt 

Group services for conducting of 

audit for 2011 through 2013.

 Approved the minutes of the 

regular meeting held February 28, 

2011.

 Accepted 10 new members for 

service.

 Canceled 11 members no longer 

receiving service.

 Approved work orders in the 

amount of $10,593.68.

 Accepted the disbursement list 

for the month of February 2011.

 Approved the financial and main-

tenance reports for the month of 

February, 2011 as presented by Gen. 

Mgr. Meng.

 Reviewed a report concerning the 

recent AIEC monthly Board.

 Heard a report by Trustee 

Herman concerning the recent 

SIPC Board meeting, including the 

financial reports, and a powerpoint 

presentation “Financial Snapshot”. 

Were reminded of upcoming SIPC 

Annual Meeting. Informed of  

Wholesale Power Increase Cost of 

Service Study being commissioned.

 Informed that the 3 representa-

tives, chosen by area High Schools, 

for the Youth Tour were Megan 

Kessler Clay City H.S., David 

Graham Flora H.S., and Abie 

Bailey North Clay H.S.

 Heard a report by Gen. Mgr. 

Meng concerning the Clay Electric 

Cooperative Annual Meeting sched-

uled for September 8, 2011, and 

Disbursed excerpts from Illinois 

Country Living magazine referenc-

ing the nominating process per 2010 

by-law amendments. Discussed 
generation of Nomination Petition 

and Statement of Qualification 

forms.

 Informed by Gen. Mgr. Meng of 

the application process for FEMA/

IEMA funds, and schedule of meet-

ings established by those agencies to 

address claims processes that Clay 

Electric representatives will attend.

 Informed of the removal process 

of the failed Sailor Springs substa-

tion transformer and Reviewed a 

PowerPoint presentation depicting 

the process. Informed that a deci-

sion would need to be made, when 

cost estimates were available, con-

cerning repair or replacement of that 

transformer.

 Heard a presentation by Gen. 

Mgr Meng concerning the replace-

ment of Unit 1 and Unit 8. Unit 

1 has been replaced and Unit 8 is 

scheduled for pre-paint inspection 

at Altec on April 1, 2011.

 Informed of upcoming rate study, 

to be conducted after SIPC dis-

closes its wholesale rate.

 Heard a report by Gen. Mgr. 

Meng concerning workers compen-

sation issues.

 Informed by Gen. Mgr. Meng 

that he is reviewing policies for pos-

sible updating in the future.

 Heard and Approved a report 

by Gen. Mgr. Meng regarding the 

retirement of capital credits to the 

estates of 2 deceased members pur-

suant to Cooperative Policy.

 Heard a report by Trustee 

Rudolphi concerning a CoBank 

presentation he recently attended 

regarding energy consumption and 

sources of fuel.

 Adjournment.
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Clay County Water, Inc. has received word from USDA Rural 

Development, that the funds have been obligated for the Phase 

3 project.  The Phase 3 project includes about 50 miles of water line 

located in Southeast Xenia, South Stanford, South Harter, South Clay 

City Townships, and a few other short line extensions in the area.

 We are now finalizing the map of where exactly the line will go.  If 

you have not been contacted, or would like to sign up for water service 

to your location, please call.  Do not put this off any longer.

Doug Hockman 662-6666, Sue Pettit 662-4305, 

Bob Pierson 662-7471, Kye Hemphill 662-4590, 

Bill Seelman 662-8479, Dwight Edgington 678-2782 

Kevin Henry 618-838-6123, or Hank Hilmes 662-2388.

Clay County Water Update

When thunder roars, go indoors
June 19-25 is National Lightning Awareness Week

Alex Lambson and Dane 

Zdunich were lucky to survive a 

lightning strike, although both were 

diagnosed as clinically dead for a 

half hour before being revived.  The 

St. George, Utah, teenagers were 

awaiting a ride home from school in 

October 2010 when a lightning bolt 

came out of a clear sky and struck 

them.  Both suffered deadly shock, 

burns, and other injuries, but thanks 

to the CPR efforts of a teacher, both 

lived to tell of their good fortune.

 Dawn Yoder of Atmore, Alabama, 

was not as lucky.  She stepped out-

side her home in July of 2009, was 

struck by lightning, and died of her 

injuries two days later.  Another 

lightning bolt flashed at a ballpark 

in Fredericksburg, Virginia, in June 

of 2009, killing a 12 year old boy 

and leaving his 11 year old team-

mate in critical condition.

 Summer is the peak season 

for lightning strikes, and Safe 

Electricity joins the National 

Weather Service in urging 

everyone to observe Lightning 

Awareness Week June 19-25. The 

goal is to increase awareness about 

the tragic loss of life and debilitat-

ing injuries that result from being 

struck by lightning and how to stay 

safe from lightning.

 The National Weather Service 

says lightning fatalities average 58 

per year, with permanent injuries to 

hundreds of others.  More than 300 

people were injured by lightning in 

2008. With an estimated 25 million 

lightning flashes annually in the 

US, a great potential exists for casu-

alties.  Protect yourself and your 

family from lightning with a safe 

storm strategy:

Be aware of weather fore-

casts and watch for developing 

thunderstorms.

Lightning can strike many 

miles ahead of a storm front.  If 

you hear thunder, seek shelter 

immediately. 

Lightning will typically seek 

something tall, such as a tree, 

building, or flagpole, but can also 

strike at lower objects. 

If you are inside a building, the 

National Weather Service advises 

you to stay off corded telephones, 

or away from any electrical device 

that could carry an electrical surge 

if lightning were carried into your 

home through wiring. 

Since water is an excellent con-

ductor of electricity, lightning is 

particularly dangerous for anyone 

in a swimming pool or engaged in 

water recreation. 
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Spring and summer is the home 

improvement season for many 

DIY-ers. Safe Electricity urges you 

to plan ahead and take safety pre-

cautions before starting renovations 

or construction projects – especially 

if your work will involve electrical 

equipment, or overhead power lines 

are nearby.

 Prepare for the job by making sure 

you have the right tools and materi-

als, and check electrical cords to 

ensure there are no frays or cracked 

insulation before plugging them 

in. Take note of potential hazards 

in the work area such as overhead 

power lines or be sure outdoor out-

lets have ground fault protection 

(GFCIs).

 A GFCI will cut the power to the 

circuit should it detect a fault that 

could shock or more seriously hurt 

you.  Use a portable GFCI if your 

outlets don’t have them.

Be willing to hire a licensed profes-

sional for projects that involve elec-

trical wiring, or when working close 

to electrical equipment.  Some work, 

like trimming trees near power lines 

and upgrading outdated electrical 

systems, is best left to professionals.

Safety tips to keep in mind include:
Look up and around you. Always 

be aware of the location of power 

lines, particularly when using 

long metal tools like ladders, pool 

skimmers and pruning poles, or 

when installing rooftop antennas 

and satellite dishes or doing roof 

repair work and never go up on 

the roof in bad weather.  Be sure 

to lower your long equipment 

when you are moving it. Carry 

ladders and other long items hori-

zontally whenever possible.

Be especially careful when work-

ing near power lines attached to 

your house. Keep equipment and 

yourself at least 10 feet from lines. 

Never trim trees near power lines 

– leave that to the professionals. 

Never use water or blower exten-

sions to clean gutters near elec-

tric lines. Contact a professional 

maintenance contractor. 

Make sure you have the right 

tools and equipment for the job. 

Use only extension cords that are 

rated for outdoor use when work-

ing outside.  Keep your work area 

tidy and don’t allow your power 

cords to tangle. 

Use heavy-duty, three-prong 

extension cords for tools with 

three-prong plugs. Never remove 

or bend back the third prong on 

extension cords. It is a safety fea-

ture designed to reduce the risk of 

electrocution or shock. 

If your projects include digging, 

like building a deck or planting a 

tree, call your local underground 

utility locator before you begin. 

Never assume the location or 

depth of underground utility lines. 

This service is free, prevents the 

inconvenience of having utilities 

interrupted, and can help you 

avoid serious injury.

It’s Do-It-Yourself season
Some projects are best left to professionals

www.ceci.coop

Check out our Web site! Our site offers information about the history of our cooperative, 
bill payment options, our youth programs (such as Youth 
to Washington and Youth Day), the Clay County Water, Inc. 
project, and more.
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