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ith the break from school the 
summer is often the perfect 

opportunity for teenagers to take 
driver’s education courses. It is also 
the time of year when many young 
drivers are out on the roads more 
frequently driving to and from sum-
mer jobs, across town to hang out 
with friends, or even on road trips. 
Unfortunately, this new found in-
dependence can be dangerous and 
even fatal.
 According to the Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) motor vehicle crashes are 
the leading cause of death among 
young people in the United States 
between the ages of 15-20. Safe 
Electricity urges caution and aware-
ness of electrical hazards while 
driving. As part of the “Teach Learn 
Care TLC” campaign, Safe Electric-
ity urges parents to share this infor-
mation with their children.
  “When young people are first 
learning to drive, they revel in 
their new independence and often 
forget about the responsibility that 
accompanies it,” Safe Electricity 
Executive Director Molly Hall said 
“Unfortunately, traffic collision 
rates and subsequent fatalities for 
their age group are disproportionally 
high. Safe Electricity is hoping many 
deaths can be prevented by raising 
awareness of electrical road hazards 
through driver’s education materi-
als.”
 The CDC cites several reasons 
why young adults are more likely to 
be involved in motor accidents.  For 
starters, they are less able than older 
drivers to recognize hazardous situ-

ations.  They are also more likely to 
speed and drive while intoxicated, 
or ride with those who are. Any time 
factors like these come into play the 
chances of hitting utility poles with 
a vehicle, and subsequently bringing 
down power lines, increase dramati-
cally.  
 Four Indiana teenagers found 
themselves in this dangerous situ-
ation last February.  After colliding 
with a power pole, a power line fell 
on the vehicle they were traveling 
in.  Fortunately, some of them had 
just attended a power line safety 
demonstration at their high school, 
conducted by Kyle Finley of Live 
Line Demo, Inc.
 Lee Whittaker, one of the stu-
dents involved in the crash, credits 
their survival to timely electrical 
safety education.  
 “I made sure everyone else was 
okay and made sure I was okay. I 
told them not to get out,” Whit-
taker said. “That was the main thing 
[Finley] had repeated during the 
program. [You should] not get out 
of a vehicle if you’re in an accident 
involving power lines.”
 If you must get out because of 
fire or other danger, jump clear of 
the vehicle without touching it and 
the ground at the same time. Then 
hop with feet together – don’t run 
or stride. Electricity spreads out 
through the ground in ripples, like a 
stone dropped in water. The voltage 
is highest in the ring closest to the 
vehicle and decreases with distance. 
Hop with feet so that one foot won’t 
be in a higher voltage zone than 
another, which could make you a 

conductor for electricity!
 “If the power line is still en-
ergized and you step outside, your 
body becomes the path for that elec-
tricity and electrocution is the tragic 
result,” Hall said. “Even if a power 
line has landed on the ground, there 
is still the potential for the area near 
your car to be energized. Stay inside 
the vehicle unless there’s fire or im-
minent risk of fire. It’s best to wait 
until local electric utility crews to 
arrive to make sure power to the line 
is cut off.”
 If you come upon, or witness an 
accident involving toppled power 
poles and lines, don’t leave your 
vehicle to approach the accident 
scene.  
 “Often our inclination is to 
step in and help those in danger 
and offer assistance to the injured,” 
Hall said. “However, in accidents 
involving power poles, the best thing 
you can do is call for help. Wait for 
trained assistance to arrive, or you 
could become an additional victim 
in need of rescue.” 
 For more information on elec-
trical safety and to learn more about 
Lee’s compelling story visit www.
SafeElectricity.org. 
 Safe Electricity is a program of 
the Energy Education Council, a 
non-profit organization dedicated 
to promoting electrical safety and 
energy efficiency. Safe Electricity is 
supported by a coalition of hundreds 
of organizations, including electric 
utilities, educators and other entities 
committed to promoting safe use of 
electricity.
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Air Evac Lifeteam Membership Registration – 
Clay Electric Coop Billing Plan

The price for an AEL household membership will be $5.00 per month

Membership and Payment Options

Member Signature
X

Air Evac Lifeteam Membership Registration – Clay Electric Coop Billing Plan

/ /
month day year

X

/ /
month day year

/ /
month day year

/ /
month day year

/ /
month day year

/ /
month day year

/ /
month day year

(select one)

1-Year Membership

3-Year Membership

5-Year Membership

$40 for a 1 member household
$45 for a 2 member household
$50 for a 3 or more member household

$135 for a 1 member household
$150 for a 2 member household
$165 for a 3 or more member household

$225 for a 1 member household
$250 for a 2 member household
$275 for a 3 or more member household

Statement of Authorization I authorize Air Evac Lifeteam to initiate the recurring credit card charge or EFT withdrawal as indicated above. I may
change or cancel this recurring payment by notifying Air Evac Lifeteam in writing. All notifications must be received by the first of the month in order to alter the month's
transaction. If I have elected to pay by credit card, I agree to abide by all terms and conditions of my credit card agreement. If I have elected to pay via EFT, I authorize
my financial institution to transfer the amount indicated on the attached voided check to Air Evac Lifeteam. Adjusting entries to correct errors are also authorized. It is
agreed that these debits and adjustments will be made electronically and under the rules of the National Automated Clearing House Association (NACHA). This
authorization is to remain in full force and effect until written notification is given to Air Evac Lifeteam of it’s termination.

Check or money order made payable to: Air Evac Lifeteam, 
PO Box 948, West Plains, MO 65775

One Time transfer from checking account or credit card

Recurring annual credit card payment or automatic transfer from
checking account.  Please make my recurring payment each year on this
date:  

Total 1st Payment Amount . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $

Total Annual Recurring Amount . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $

Credit Card Number Expires 3 digit code on back of card

Signature

X

(Signature required for recurring payment option) 

/
month day

X

(Multi-year membership is 
not available in Indiana)

(Multi-year membership is 
not available in Indiana)

routing number            account number (please attach a voided check)Name on bank account

Bank Information  (required for monthly membership option and automatic transfers from checking account)

Air Evac EMS, Inc. (d/b/a Air Evac Lifeteam and d/b/a Texas Lifestar) (“AEL”) offers memberships that provide prepaid protection against AEL air ambulance costs that are not covered by a member’s insurance or medical benefits, subject to the following terms and conditions:

1. Transport by an AEL helicopter will be to the closest appropriate medical facility for medical conditions that are deemed by an attending medical professional to be life- or limb-threatening,or that could lead to permanent disability,and which require emergency helicopter

transport. A patient’s medical condition, not membership status, will dictate whether or not air transportation is appropriate and required. Under all circumstances,AEL retains the sole right and responsibility for determining whether or not a patient is flown.

2. AEL services may not be available when requested due to factors beyond AEL’s control, such as use of the appropriate aircraft by another patient or other circumstances governed by operational requirements or restrictions including, but not limited to,

equipment manufacturer limitations, governmental regulations, maintenance requirements, patient size or weather conditions. Federal Aviation Administration restrictions prohibit AEL from flying in inclement weather conditions. The primary

determinant of whether to accept a flight is always the safety of the patient and medical flight crews.

3. Members who have insurance or other benefits that cover the cost of ambulance services are financially liable for the cost of services up to the limit of any available insurance or benefit coverage. In return for payment of the membership fee, AEL will

consider all air ambulance costs not covered by any insurance or benefits available to the member to have been fully prepaid. AEL reserves the right to bill directly the appropriate insurance or benefits provider for services rendered, and members

authorize their insurer or benefits provider to pay any covered amounts to AEL directly. Members agree to remit to AEL any payment received from insurance or benefit providers for air medical services provided by AEL, not to exceed regular charges.

AEL is not an insurance company. AEL membership is not an insurance policy and cannot be considered as a secondary insurance coverage or a supplement to any insurance coverage. AEL will not be responsible for payment for services provided by

another ambulance service.

4. Membership starts 15 days after AEL receives a complete application with full payment; however, the waiting period will be waived for unforeseen events occurring during such time. Memberships are non-refundable and non-transferable.

5. Some state laws prohibit Medicaid beneficiaries from being offered membership or being accepted into membership programs. By applying, members certify to AEL that they are not Medicaid beneficiaries.

6. These terms and conditions supersede all previous terms and conditions between a member and AEL,including any other writings, or oral representations,relating to the terms and conditions of membership abuse of the program.

I have read and understand the AEL Membership Terms and Conditions. The information provided on my application is complete and accurate. I authorize my insurer or benefits provider to pay any covered amounts to AEL directly. By signing this authorization

I agree to the terms stated above and acknowledge that I authorized to have the additional $5.00 AEL dues added to my residential electric account. I also understand that I will communicate directly with Air Evac Lifeteam for Membership Member Service.

PLAN CODE

For Air Evac Office Use Only

PLAN CODE
For Air Evac Office Use Only



rustees present were: Frank 
Czyzewski, Bill Croy, Frank Herman, 

Kevin Logan, Bob Pierson, Howard 
Poehler, Richard Rudolphi, Danny Sch-
nepper and Greg Smith. Also present 
were Executive Vice President/General 
Manager John Meng, and Cooperative 
Attorney Melanie Pearce.  The invoca-
tion was given by President Czyzewski.

Approved the minutes of the 
regular meeting held January 25, 2010.

Accepted 13 new members for 
service.

Canceled 10 members no longer 
receiving service.

Approved work orders in the 
amount of $47,310.43.

Accepted the disbursement list for 
the month of December, 2009.

Approved the financial and 
maintenance reports for the month of 
January, 2010 as presented by Gen. Mgr. 
Meng also a report by SIPC labeled 
“Power Delivered in January 2010.”

Heard a report by Trustee Logan 
concerning the AIEC financials as no 
monthly Board meeting was held.

Were Informed of the upcoming 
SIPC Annual Meeting and Informed 
that all Clay Electric Directors are to be 
certified as delegates by the Secretary.

Heard a report by Trustee Herman 
concerning the recent SIPC meeting.

Informed that the Touchstone En-
ergy membership fee has been reduced.

Reminded that Form 990 must 

be completed by each Director and 
submitted to Clay Electric Cooperative, 
Inc.

Informed of upcoming Director 
Training Courses.

Approved moving the regular 
monthly meeting of the Board from 
March 22, 2010 to March 29, 2010.

Informed of upcoming revisions to 
Policy 900-1.

Informed that information is still 
being collected from fuel providers.

Approved quote of Higgs Welding 
on modifications to chipper truck bed.

Informed of the retirement of Di-
rector Howard Poehler who represents 
District I; Discussed the appointment of 
a Director to replace Howard Poehler 
for District I.

Heard and Approved a report by 
Gen. Mgr. Meng regarding the retire-
ment of Capital Credits to the estate 
of 1 deceased member pursuant to 
Cooperative Policy.

Disbursed and Discussed 
terms, funding, responsibilities, and 
advantages of “Energy Efficiency Grant 
2010.”

Informed that the fees for South-
ern Illinois Apprenticeship Program 
have increased.

Pursuant to prior appointment 
Gen. Mgr. Meng remains the Coopera-
tive Response Center (CRC) Voting 
Delegate.

Adjournment.

lay County Water (CCW) 
has been notified by USDA 

Rural Development (RD) to go 
out for bids for Phase 2.
 The construction includes 
parts of the following townships; 
S.E. Songer, North Harter, South 
Louisville and North Stanford. 
We opened bids on the Phase 2 
project on March 9, 2010, and 
the CCW Board of Directors 
approved the low bid of Tri S 
Excavators of Odin IL as the 
successful bidder.  Construction 
is anticipated to start mid June. 
Please contact us if you are at all 
interested in the water.
 We have also been invited 
for a funding application for the 
Phase 3 project, which includes 
Southeast Xenia, South Stanford, 
South Harter, and South Clay 
City Townships.
 We will now start the process 
of finalizing the map of where ex-
actly the line will go. If you have 
not been contacted, or would 
like to sign up for water service to 
your location, please call. Do not 
put this off any longer.
 Doug Hockman 662-6666, 
Sue Pettit 662-4305, Bob Pierson 
662-7471, Kye Hemphill 662-
4590, Bill Seelman 662-8479, 
Dwight Edgington 678-2782 
Kevin Henry 618-838-6123, or 
Hank Hilmes 662-2388.

Minutes of Board of Trustees Meeting 
February 22, 2010

oward Poehler was 
appointed to the 

Board of Directors for 
District I of Clay Electric 
Cooperative on March 
24, 1980. He resigned 
from the board on March 
29, 2010.  Howard served 
as Vice President from 
Sept. 3, 1987 until Sept. 
6, 2007. 
 Howard and his wife 
Glenda live on the family 
farm in rural Ingraham.


