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Choose the right trees for energy efficiency, electrical safety, 
reliability and environmental benefits when landscaping

Whether planting trees to 

celebrate National Arbor 

Day, provide a wind break, reduce 

carbon in the environment or 

to beautify your landscape, Safe 

Electricity reminds everyone of the 

importance of planting tall-growing 

trees safely away from power lines. 

Seek help in choosing and placing 

trees and bushes that provide shade, 

color and screening that wont grow 

to interfere with the electric supply.

 Trees that grow too close to 

electric lines can create shock and 

fire hazards as well as power out-

ages. As part of the “Teach Learn 

Care TLC” campaign, parents and 

caregivers are urged to teach chil-

dren never climb trees near power 

lines. The program also warns 

to never trim trees that are close 

to power lines – leave that to the 

professionals.

 “Trees provide many aesthetic, 

environmental and economic ben-

efits, including energy-efficient 

shade and cooling during hot sum-

mer months, or natural windbreaks 

against winter winds,” says Molly 

Hall, Safe Electricity Executive 

Director. “But everyone needs to be 

aware of the dangers and risks cre-

ated when trees grow into power 

lines, and the importance of calling 

the utility or utility locator service 

before beginning any landscaping 

project.”

 “Landowners also need to under-

stand utility line clearance practices 

and why theyre important to safe 

and reliable electric service,” adds 

Hall.

 Take the time to research tree 

selections by consulting your local 

arborist, tree nursery or utility, 

experts who can provide assistance 

in designing a beautiful, shade-filled 

yard with trees appropriate for each 

area of the landscape.

 In addition, trees help combat 

the effects of pollution by absorbing 

carbon dioxide (CO2). When trees 

grow, they take energy from the sun 

and combine it with carbon from 

the air to photosynthesize. They 

remove carbon from the air and 

sequester or store it in their biomass, 

or the wood, and in the ground. 

This makes trees a natural “carbon 

sink” or, a living source of carbon 

reduction. Some trees are better 

suited for this task than others and, 

according to the U.S. Department 

of Energy (DOE), tree species that 

grow quickly and live long are ideal 

carbon sinks.

 Choosing the right tree for the 

right place is crucial, especially when 

it comes to power lines. Trees and 

wood in general, conduct electric-

ity and can create a safety hazard if 

grown close to electric lines. Power 

outages or momentary interrup-

tions can occur when branches come 

into contact with overhead lines. 

Electrical arcing and sparking from 

a wire to a nearby branch also can 

cause fires.

 But a greater concern is the safety 

risk when children climb trees near 

Continued on page 16c 

Clay0313.indd   1 2/5/13   8:45 AM



16b • Illinois Country Living • www.icl.coop 

48

Clay Electric Co-operative, Inc.

7784 Old Hwy. 50, P.O. Box 517, Flora, Illinois 62839
618-662-2171 • 800-582-9012

Office hours: 7:30 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.
www.ceci.coop

Minutes of Board of Trustees Meeting
Regular meeting December 17, 2012

Trustees present were: Frank 

Czyzewski, Bill Croy, Neil 

Gould, Frank Herman, Kevin 

Logan, Bob Pierson, Richard 

Rudolphi, Danny Schnepper 

and Greg Smith. Also present 

were Executive Vice President/

General Manager John Meng, and 

Cooperative Attorney Melanie 

Pearce. The invocation was given by 

Neil Gould.

 Approved the minutes of the 

regular meeting held November 26, 

2012.

 Accepted 7 new members for 

service. 

 Canceled 16 members no longer 

receiving service.

 Approved work orders in the 

amount of $96,026.90.

 Discussed and Accepted the 

disbursement list for the month of 

November,  2012.  

 Heard a report by Trustee Logan 

concerning the AIEC financials as 

there was no meeting.

 Heard a report by Trustee 

Herman concerning the recent 

SIPC Board meeting, including the 

financials, Aggregation, and dis-

bursed SIPC Administration and 

Finance Dept. Summary.

 Approved the Managers report 

as presented by Gen. Mgr. Meng 

including Operating Report and 

CFC Long Form 7, financial and 

maintenance reports.

 Appointed Richard Rudolphi 

as Delegate and Kevin Logan as 

Alternate for the NRECA Annual 

Mtg., Greg Smith as Delegate and 

Danny Schnepper as Alternate 

for the CFC Annual Mtg., Frank 

Czyzewski as Delegate and Richard 

Rudolphi as Alternate for the 

Federated Annual Mtg.

 Approved write-offs for 

December in the amount of 

$910.98.

 Approved Policy 900-1 and 

Construction charges for 2013 as 

presented.

 Reviewed and Approved main-

taining existing policy 800-4.

 Approved the new Management 

Agreement with Clay County 

Water, Inc. with one abstention.

 Heard and Approved a report 

by Gen. Mgr. Meng regarding the 

retirement of capital credits to the 

estate of one deceased member pur-

suant to Cooperative policy.

 Disbursed an article by “USDA 

Chief: Rural America Becoming 

Less Relevant”.

 Disbursed for review, “Bundled 

and Unbundled Cost of Service 

Study DRAFT” to be discussed at 

an upcoming meeting.

 Adjournment.

Clay County Water Update
Clay County Water, Inc. is nearing the end of the construction of the Phase 3 waterline project. Meters 

will be set once the lines have all been pressure tested, disinfected, and Clay County Water has obtained 

the necessary operating permit required by the Illinois EPA. 
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power lines. Accidental contact of 

electric wires with a tree limb or 

playing and trimming around the 

tree can be fatal.

 If you have trees that appear to 

be growing into power lines, con-

tact your electric utility. Never try 

to prune them yourself. Utilities 

have or can recommend skilled 

professionals trained to safely 

prune and trim trees for electric 

line clearance.

 To avoid future electrical haz-

ards, safe planting tips to remem-

ber include:

 Consider mature height of 

trees. Never plant a tree that 

could grow to 25 feet or more 

near a power line. Tall grow-

ing trees should be planted a 

minimum of 20 feet away from 

power lines, and 50 feet away to 

avoid future pruning. A mature 

height of less than 15 feet is 

recommended for trees planted 

near power lines.

 Do not plant near underground 

utility services. Tree roots can 

grow to interfere with under-

ground pipes, cables and wires. 

Future repairs to these facilities 

also could damage the health 

and beauty of nearby plants and 

trees.

 Keep areas around electric 

meters, transformers or other 

electrical equipment free of any 

vegetation that could limit util-

ity service access.

 Before digging, call the local 

underground utility locator 

service to mark location of 

underground utilities so that 

accidental contact, damage and 

injuries can be avoided.

 There are many beautiful variet-

ies of trees, low-growing trees and 

shrubs that provide color, screening 

and shade, and enhance the qual-

ity of life in our communities and 

environment,” says Hall. “Consider 

the types of trees that co-exist well 

with power lines and the environ-

ment to avoid the need for trim-

ming for line clearance.”

HomE Lite 
Co-op energy efficiency rebates return

In 2011 the electric cooperatives 

of Illinois received $2.5 mil-

lion from the American Recovery 

and Reinvestment Act program 

through the Illinois Department 

of Commerce and Economic 

Opportunity’s State Energy Plan. 

Those funds were, in turn, distrib-

uted as rebates to co-op member-

owners for energy efficiency projects. 

This investment paid real dividends 

and helped prime the pump for 

nearly ten times that in energy effi-

ciency investments. Better yet, the 

energy efficiency improvements will 

multiply the savings for many, many 

years.

 The HomE energy efficiency 

rebate program was so successful in 

creating new jobs for heating and air 

conditioning contractors, plumbers 

and insulation installers plus saving 

energy for co-op member-owners 

that it is being repeated for a second 

but very limited time.

 If you didn’t get a chance to par-

ticipate in the first round of HomE 

rebates now you have a second 

chance. HomE Lite rebates are 

available until funding runs out, or 

until June of this year.

HomE Lite Incentive Rebates 
Include:

 Geothermal system - $1,500

 Air-Source Heat Pump (16 

SEER or higher) - $1,000

 Insulation and Weatherization - 

50 percent of total project cost, 

up to $1,000

 Heat Pump Water Heater 

- $250

 Commercial installations - $500 

per ton of capacity, up to a maxi-

mum of $10,000 for geothermal 

and air source heat pumps

 Energy Audit by BPI certified 

auditor - $300

 With the help of the first round 

of HomE funding Clay Electric 

Co-operative members-owners 

who installed geothermal heat 

pumps, air-source heat pumps, and 

made insulation and weatheriza-

tion improvements received over 

$25,000.00 in rebates.

 Doug Hockman says, “We know a 

lot of members were unable to par-

ticipate in the first HomE program 

for a variety of reasons. All coopera-

tive members are eligible for HomE 

Lite. These rebates, plus the federal 

income tax credits that are available 

for some of the projects, make this a 

great time to make your home more 

energy efficient.”

 For more information contact 

Doug Hockman, Member Services 

Director at 662-2171 or toll free at 

1-800-582-9012.

"Choose the right trees” continued from 16a
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Who will map your future?
You can find out on the Youth to Washington trip 

OK. So you aren’t really into 

politics. As a junior in high 

school, you’re thinking about college 

and where you’re going to come up 

with more than $100,000 to pay for 

higher education. You’re also trying 

to decide what you want to work 

at the rest of your life to make that 

college experience pay off. 

 Oddly enough, the very people who 

may have answers to those questions 

are wearing the title of state legisla-

tor or seated in chambers of the U.S. 

Congress in Washington D.C.

 Before you know it, you will be 

voting in your first election and the 

weight of the country’s decisions 

will partially belong to you. Will you 

support a Congressman who wants 

to pass Cap & Trade? Will you be 

in favor of farm subsidies? Oh, and 

when you get the opportunity to 

meet your Congressman, in addi-

tion to these questions will you ask: 

What has Congress done to make 

higher education more affordable 

and will I be able to find a job when 

I graduate? 

 Electric and telephone coopera-

tives in more than 40 states believe 

that young people deserve a first-

class opportunity to educate them-

selves in the government process. 

Each year, the cooperatives across 

the nation sponsor more than 1,500 

high school students to make the 

trek to Washington to get that per-

sonal initiation, and they have a lot 

of fun in the process.

 It all begins in Springfield on 

April 17, 2013 during the Illinois 

Electric and Telephone Cooperative 

Youth Day where nearly 300 stu-

dents will visit the State Capitol and 

spend much of the morning meeting 

with legislators. You will tour the 

Supreme Court and spend the after-

noon touring local sites.   

 To be considered for this trip, see 

your guidance counselor for details.  

 This year marks the 54th trip to 

the nation’s capital and promises to 

be as exciting as ever. Students learn 

the principles required to keep coop-

erative members working together 

for the cooperative’s success by 

establishing their own “chip and pop” 

cooperative while on the bus trip.

 While in Washington during the 

week of June 14-21, 2013, in addi-

tion to meeting with Congressmen 

from Illinois, students are treated 

to tours of historic sites, given 

the opportunity to make life-long 

friends and receive information to 

help determine career paths.

 Hopefully, at the conclusion of 

the tour, you will understand the 

only crystal ball in Washington is 

the one you help develop through 

your participation in government 

and public service. The future of the 

country depends on the youth of 

today getting involved. 

 To learn about this opportunity, 

contact your Guidance Counselor 

or Doug Hockman at Clay Electric 

Cooperative 618-662-2171. You 

may also check out the Youth Tour 

through the websites, Clay Electric 

Cooperative at www.ceci.coop or 

the Association of Illinois Electric 

Cooperatives (AIEC) at www.aiec.

coop for additional details.
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